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HE daily bread being dealt out to che 
poor inmates of the priſon, I Was 
again ſhocked at the Gght of miſery, on the 


men and women's fide. All the helpleſs friend- | 
leſs wretches came to the gates with the ut ; 


moſt avidity, and appeared impatient to Tos 
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We is the reaſon,” Laid 1 to. Sanders, 


"<< that the cuſtom of this country has ordain- 


ed ſo little to vole unfortunate people of theſe 
_ priſons?” 


46 3 — of Weſtminſter were 


175 originally enacted, “ replied the doctor, . a 


penny was nearly equal to half a crown in our 


a 5 days. Mechanics had no more per diem for 
cheir wages, when the Abbey was built, and 
ke underling ſervants in that famous foun- 


dation have no more now allowed them. A 


= | . penny a day to priſoners then was quite ſuf- 
= ficient; but had the quantity of bread been 
: fixed, they would have fared better now. In 


proportion to the decreaſe of the value of mo- 


© ney, the prices of all kinds of proviſion have 
; gradually advanced; fo that what would have 
5 bought a fat ox in the time of the Saxons; 
= will not purchaſe a ſheep or a lamb now: 

5 and what once feaſted the Lord Mayor and 
. his company on bis ſolemn day, would not 
45 now ſerve (I mean in money) half a dozen 


* at the London tavern for a din- 
Now the ſalaries of the judges, 


Len Mayor, recorder, common ſerjeant, or- 
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| dinary of Newgate, and all the inferior offi — 
cCerrs of the court and priſon, are much aug - 
mented, why ſhould not the poor priſoners 
alſo come in for their ſhare of commiſer ation? 
Common ſoldiers,” continued the doctor, 7 
«© are nearly in the ſame predicament ; for _ 
although their pitiful penny was advanced in 
the laſt century to ſix-pence, there is no ap- 
pearance of any alteration pee notwith- 
' 1 the exigency of the times.” 3 
Is not this very inconſiderate in ee 
ment ?” ſaid I, with ſome wn, in the | 
hearing of the keeper. 
l Tnconfiderate lo retorted the: decke 
ec jt is highly inhuman ! eſpecially as the law 
'& - deems no man guilty till convicted. You ob- 
ſerve that theſe people, for the moſt part, 
have no other means of ſubſiſtence, but the 
' little loaf thrown to them by the baker once 
in twenty-four hours, to be moiſtened in the 
b New- river water, or that from the pump. 6 
a This famine of bread, in a plentiful land, is 7 
| replete with certain evil conſequences. _ The 
| ſtaryed ſubjects of this place of ſuffering, are 
Ba reduced 


* 
* 
4 


ey 
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8 seed from health and a good habit of body 


to fickneſs and decay. Emaciated to an ex- | 
treme, they contract the gao/ diſtemper, which 


ſeldom falls to reign in theſe regions of dearth 
and devouring hunger; and which has but 


too. frequently proved fatal to themſelves, 
their fellow priſoners, the keepers, david 
; the judges-and j jury at the Old: Bailey 

As I was deploring the fate of theſe og 


| tunates, mother knocking at the gate attrac- 


ted our notice, and drew moſt of the priſoners 
down to the inner gate. The door was opened, 
and a very fine, well-drefſed lady. was uſhered | 

into the yard, attended by one of Sir John 
Fielding's clerks, and two gentlemen thief- ta- 
kers. The fair one was clad in mourning, 


wore a chigh head dreſs, and appeared young 


and beautiful, at a diſtance. ; but, on a nearer 
view, not quite ſo handſome. She cried bit- 
terly, as the governor read the commitment, 
as directed to him or his deputy, and fell inte 


1 a fit hen ſhe beheld the priſoners at the in- 


ner gate, eſpecially thoſe on the women's fide, | 
"cad in rags, and covered with filth, whilſt 
opmning > 
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e their mouths wide In. n borrid laſhes 2 


mies. 
The jugieer clerk wie com man helped 
wih fair one, ſtrove to ſooth her with con- 
ſolatory expreſſions, and aſſured her that the 
had nothing to dal, whilſt wle, weir, pro- 
: ten. . 
Wbilſt they v were Ui: as the docs 
tor aſked his friend, Mr. Hall, the governor, 
«© What was her crime ? — 6e. Forgery,” re- 
neee, l ed tp anc 
elbe F orgery l exclaimed Sanders 
e then ſhe will make one in the Newgate Ca- 
lendar, and be enrolled among the reſt of t the 
unfortunate in my liſt” 
At this inſtant came up the juſtices! 8 9 
and thus addrefled the governorin. mx Bear 
6 This lady, Sir, Was . — much 
againſt the deſire of her kind keeper, whoſe 
hand writing ſhe has attempted to imitate» 
He is not inclined to proſecute; and I am al- 
molt certain that no indictment will be found ; 
at the ſeſſion againſt her. Indeed I Horm: ſhe 
5 , vin 


hy 
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will be admitted to bail in a few days, and 
5 then J hope, the whole buſineſs will end. She 


is a lady who has long been in favor; has 


brou ght her lord feveral fine children, and 

why may not they be as good, as if the cere- 
mony had been ſaid by the prieſt; for I am 

ſiure the fiat of ten thouſand prieſts would not 
| produce finer babies.” 1 n 

. All this may be cue ſaid the governor, 
46 but what 1 is that to me?” 


„ What is your demand per wes; ſaid 


the clerk, cc if you take her into your family, | 


and find her in board and lodging, Sir ?* 
&& Five guineas,” replied the governor. ©*© My 
commiſſion extends but to half that ſum,” 
exclaimed the clerk i in anger, © 60 * and * think 


that is enough!” | TOR <7, 0290 : 


The governor 1 ally no reply to the ecken, 

but bade the turnkey take the lady into the 
priſon appropriated for thoſe of her ſex, whom 
the magiſtrates of Middleſex are pleaſed to 
ſend there, to labor a whole month at the 
hemp block. The fellow obeyed his maſter 

| by * in * 12 to the place where 


A” 


* 


me | 


- 


% 
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fhe was inſtantly ſurrounded by a tribe of 
the moſt impudent women that I had ever be- 
held, who demanded the garniſh, and ſtrip- 
ped off her gown and elevated head dreſs be- 
fore fhe had time to return them an anſwer. 
The fight of this ſuddenly raiſed the keen 
reſentment of the clerk, who ſwore in his haſte 
that he would take all the offenders before 
Sir John, who would certainly commit them to 
bridewell, This ill-timed expreſhon, and ſo 
_ unſeaſonable, cauſed the governor to laugh 
immoderately, which was followed by all in 
the yard. However, the clerk ſoon recovered 
his ſcattered ſenſes ; the matter was compro- 
miſed, and the lady was taken from the com- 
mon priſon without her gown, cap, and tow- 
ering curls, having juſt ſaved her ſtays and. 
petticoats, which would not have remained 
many minutes longer upon her, had ſhe not 
been liberated: from the needy wretches, ſe- 
veral of whom were called out, and ironed 
for their outrage. 
-Whil I could not e help 8 the caſe 
of the an part of the priſoners who were 
" "Wap LS 


% 


. 


3 
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Fed with nothing but bread and water, a very 
| (mall Alowance of the former falling to their 


bot, 1 could not help taking notice of the W 


ity and extravagance of thoſe who had 
friends perpetually in their company during 
the whole day.— This appeared to be another 
extreme, againſt which it would be prudent 
- inthe magiſtrates, or the legiſlature, to guard. 
The promiſcuous admiſſion of ſtrangers into 


a gaob is attended with various evils. They 


commonly fupport ſuch priſoners in riot, and 
an return learn their tricks, and often follow 
their example, in order to procure enough to 
treat their teachers. Whilſt I was looking, 
2 company of young men came into the yard; 
and being admitted to their acquaintances 
within, began their wanton gambols with 
them, toſſed up halfpence, pitched at a mark, 
and ordered a large quantity of porter from 
the tap -houfe, - This the gentlemen thieves 
Aran in plenty, even tilt they were "viſibly 
inebriated, but did not beſtow a fingle drop 
df the liquor on any one of the almoſt periſh- 


ingyeople; who ſurrounded them with long- 


# 


\ 
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ing eyes, ſtaring at every half gallon that was 
brought out. They were again obliged, to 
have recourſe to the cock or the pump, to ſa- 
tisfy their craving thirſt with'the original lis 
quid, perhaps the moſt ſalubrious allowed t ta 
mankind: - 


This Wai ee ee admiffion of 8 | 


Tay, is highly impolitic, as it proves baneful 
to the morals of many, who ſoon after are 
forced to go to that place of torment. This 


* 


affords a reaſon amongſt others, Why the town: 
is ſo Erievouſly infected by the baneful influ- | 
ence of profane and..indecent converſati ior - 


Much of it might be prevented, were the pri 


ſoners, to be allowed a larger quantity of the 


neceſſaries of life, denied the uſe of ſtrong 


beer as well as ſpirituous liquor, and their 


friends either totally denied admiſſion, or li- 
ee the time of their viſits... Ws 46: Rs 


As I was communicating. my ſentiments to· 


es Sanders; I was interrupted by the ap- 


pearance of another priſoner, a. very genteel 75 


young man, charged with having forged the 
will of a deceaſed baronet, in conjund ion 
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with another who was gone round to New- 


Priſon. He ſeemed greatly affected with his 


| unhappy ſituation, and cried much when the 


turnkey aſked him what price he would go 


to, whilſt he tumbled down at his feet on 
the pavement about fix pair of ſundry ſizes, 


which cauſed ſuch a horrid clank, that I was 


_ myſelf. moſt ſenſi bly touched with compaſſion 
for the perſon on the melancholy occaſion, 


He owned that he had no money, but foon 


expected his ſpouſe with ſome.— The gaoler 
: ot him a ſour look, and a ghaſtly grin, ſay- 


5 Then, Sir, you muſt wear theſe for the 


| 6. 5 but we will alter them, whenever 
you pleaſe,” "He was uſhered i into the com- 


mon yard, ſurrounded by the thieves, who ri- 
fled his. pockets, and left him not a 29 


penny. | | 
Shear. one o er a a bell rang te to announce 


; the coming of the parſon, to read prayers in 


the chapel to the priſoners. This foon was 
reported by the thieves in language the moſt 


indecent. A private door was opened, and 


the ups told 121 doctor and me, that we 
might 


1 


THE KENTISH CURATE, 11 


might go to the chapel, if we pleaſed, whe 
he aſſured us we ſhould be perfectly ſafe. 

We aecordingly followed him, and were 
placed in the area cloſe: to the deſk; where 
ſeveral of the turnkeys ſtood to overawe the 
priſoners, who poured into botli ſides, as the 
chapel ſerves New Priſon, as well as the 
other. The women of both gaols ſat in the 
galleries, and the men underneath, within a 
railing which keeps them from the centre, and 
prevents them from miſchief during the ſet= 
vice; or, at leaſt, confines ue tricks to 
their, own companions. . 

The chapel is by far tlie bheſt contrived: . 
place in theſe two diſmal priſons; and: were 
due order and regularity obſerved by the in- 
fluence of the keepers, much might be done 
towards a reform in tlie morals of the leſs 
bardened priſoners. The clergyman, an aged 
perſon, of a decent deportment, and ſerious 
aſpect, was known by the doctor, who told 
me, that he belonged to St. Sepulchre's, Snow- 
kill, and was 4 man well calculated to preach 
to theſe pine in HOW? Barret and Cow- 


1 
* liig officiated as clerks, and ab firſt behaved 
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with à becoming decency; but obſerving 


Stubbs, the” king's evidence, on the oppoſite 


ſide they both hiſſed and howled in a manner 


truly - hideous and horrible. They were 


- quickly accompanied in their voeiferation by 


their companions, who drowned. the reader's 


voice, re e the ep 8 is ſerviee 
for {01 R iS 634.520 . | 


. | 1 | * 
#2 : 75 Wo by * RE © 7 , * . 7 2 
* 4 48 4 , ; ; 


-Jock up the Aer Order being reſumed, 


| the paſtor gave them a2 very ſeaſonable and 
pertinent rebuke, which ſerved as a ſermon, 
He appeared upon the 


whole a very fenſible 
+perſon; but one whoſe viſage could not com- 
mand a we and seſpect ſufficient for ſucha place. 
not fuffered' to proceed to the end, 
for the abominable noiſe was reſumed by the 


Aiſorderly part of the aſſembly, which, as I was 
informed, conſiſted of ſome Jews, and ſeveral 
Irin Romaniſts. Theſe muſt be conſidered 
ds the moſt vulgar of their ſeveral communi- 
I ons; for no ſenſible perſon would have at- 


tempted to thwart the good intention of any 
miniſter 2 8 when endeavouring to 
85 ſettle 
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{bttle ſeriouſneſs upon a people who feldom 
Had ever | heard prayers | or preaching" any 
- whereelſe;/ or diſturb'thoſe, whoſe captivity 
and aceumulated calamities had brought them 
to ſober reflectionʒ ard a def re to cal? upon 
that Almighty merey, which they mu ſo 
Jong rejected to their own infurys"" ae ot 
And might — 
unhappy fituktion,.*who Had formerly lord 
*the ways of wiſdom, andcorftantly waited At 
the poſts of her doors, that they might be- 
come wiſe unto-ſalyation : 2 The Supreme Ru- 
ler of all things often, in the ways of his all- 
graeious Providence, ſuffers his own ſervants 
to fall into-trouble, for the-beſt and wiſeſt of 
purpoſes, even to bring them back from thei r 
wandering, and fix their attention upon Hi im- 
ſelf alone, as the fountain of happineſs: Be- 
cauſe: ſome men, ſays tlie ſcripture, have. 110 
£ changes, they love not God. When we a are running | 
be round of riot, and ſeeking pleaſure in the 
promiſcuous crowd; we Have but little ti time 
to think at all; and it is in infinite -mercy 
that we are checked amidſt our mad career, 
and caſt into the bed of aflition, that we 5 
5 + | Wen 
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may think upon our ways, and return to Him 
from han we have revolted. I have thrown 


flections, becauſe Lobſerved ſeve- 
iet priſoner of both ſexes, eſpecially | 

gentleman. charged with forging the will, 
apparently. diſpoſed. to join. in the prayers of 
the church, hear the leſſons with meekneſs, 
and attend the exhortation with a ſuitable and 
attention; but, alas! what can be 


faid of thoſe who would neither attend them- 


ſelves, nor ſuffer others to be ſerious! B. 


tally, defeated, whilſt he was obliged to ſpend: 
 bisftr 


ength P6249 en n that bie 
_ nat. 375 7 A 
I ſuppoſed that ads our ot re- 


. collected Sanders and me whilſt in the chapel; 
dut I was miſtaken, for Stubbs called out to 
me before he was taken back to bridewell, 


begged, through the bars, that I 
would 20. n to him. I did not chooſe 
do Latiafy him in that, as judging. it 'T ather 7 
dangerous to be in the power of ſo deſperate 
a fellow; 5 and * the en was n 
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near him and Cowling, I drew him back; 
and ſo we both attended the governor in re- 
turning to the outer court, where we took our 
leave of him, and immediately left the place. 
In the courſe of the ſame week, a moſt deſ- 
perate and daring attempt was made, by the 
prifoners of New Priſon; to effect their eſ- 
cape. Barret and Cowling had drawn over 
many, whoſe caſes were moſt dangerous, to 
their ſide. They were eompletely furniſhed 
with every implement for the purpoſe of 
cutting their way through the walls, and op- 
poſe the keepers. They had well nigh effec- 
ted their purpoſe, having fawn off their irons, 
cut through the wall in front, and reached 
the yard of the priſon. The inner gate not 
being locked, as the keepers truſted to the 
ſtrength of the place in which the ironed pri- 
ſoners were lodged, they had found their way 
as far as the great gate; when one of the kee- 
pers was ſuddenly alarmed, and, firing a | 
blunderbuſs, cauſed the priſoners return to 
the inner court, where they remained ſo long 


in conſultation, that they miſſed their aim. 
9 8 - The 


ſecured in another arkanen, doublerintirieds 
E mene and kept i in eee 
Der 2 
two oulprits whom he was bound to proſe- 
known in their new habitation. But what 
chiefly drew bim to that gaol was, a gentle - 
man whoſe life he was drawing up for a book · 
ſieller, to make a ſhilling touch of it. And 
this was no leſs à perſon than Foſbua. Dudley, 
who had falſely aveuſed himſelf, and- offered 
to impeach others of having ſet fire to the 5 
Dock. werd at-Portdndurh in rhẽ year 17e. ö 
This genius, an Hibernian, breaand. bor 4 
- after Habing married a young lady of a good 
e bee tonſideſ able fortune, embarkedi in 
x diſſoltite life; robbed his father,” came over 
to Briftol—lived witlr an untle—rode over 
= | Us country =courted albrhe ladies who fell 
m hie waywent over to America was 
9M there the” amorous ſwain returned to: En- 
1 glind and his old "tricks<ran"deep/in debt, 
= 14 | Sd | and 


. — 
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EN) was zattivd: to the ſ. bangtag d the 


notified King 8 oy TO WL 


eompter. 
In this — 1 WY 


Mv al the little wit that Be wp maſter of; - 


and at length condeſcends om à ſeheme of 
writing to Lord er for 10 nen 
above- mentioned. e ien 
The plan e under Nite 6 
Fs waited on Dudley in the ſpunging-· 
houſe heard his tale treated him like 
people of that character reported him to 


their maſter, who deſired the Lord Mayor, 


He then was taken before the principal ſob 
eretary, examined relative to the affair of the 


fire, and was ſent down to P ortſmouth and 
Plymouth, attended by a king's meſſenger, 


in order to diſcover thoſe whom he aecuſed. 
But the cheat was diſcovereds The feęre - 
tary of ſtate had paid his tavern bill, to the 


amount of abeut ſeventy pounds, and pro- 
cured bail for the deht. He was ſurrendered 


de gen tay kr, ler- tn Kg 
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bench priſon—detained by a warrant of the 
Chief Juſtice - iudicted for perjury— removed 
to Newgate, and arraigned at the bar of the 
Old Bailey Sefion-houfe, Dreading the ſen- 
tence of the mereyleſs ſtern law, he thought 
PLONE: to p d guilty, and degged for tranſ- 
| portation, which, was granted him. When I 
faw this genius, in company with the doctor, 
I was informed by himſelf, that he had been 
don the river with the reft of the tranſports, 
but was brought back by an order from go- 
vernment to Newgate. Here he ſigned his 
pamphlet, obtained a ſmall ſum for the copy, 
and been afier was ſent 22 — the 
| . gest * hs 
trials were clearly convicted, on an indictment 
found by the gentlemen whom they robbed; 
and 3 1 expected, favad. us 2 _— 
bal at Hicks's hall. They v were both reſpited 
during his Majeſty's pleaſure, on being report- 
od 600 nee, in conſequence of the 
' utor's wife, whe made 
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intereſt with a certain Noble & lord; igh in in of- 
| * in their behalf. 1 
- Their time, , was not yet arrived. 
They remained in priſon ſeveral months, riot- 
ing on the plunder of che public, as admi- 
niſtered plentifully by their friends. They at 
laſt received ſentence of tranſportation for 
ſeven years; a puniſhment much too mild for 
ſuch offenders, when we conſider that a poor 
beginner in pilfering, perhaps for ſtealing 
two or three pounds of ſugar off the quays, 
or in his maſter's ſhop, may meet the ſame 
fate; and for his firſt fault. os as a 
However, theſe daring fellows fulfilled the 
old proverb, fave ; a thief from the gallows, 
and he will cut your throat.“ They were 
the cauſe of an inſurrection on board the veſſel 
on the river off Graveſend, where they were 
too much indulged, and effected their eſcape, 
with almoſt the whole crew of male tranſ- 
ports, by overcomirig the captain and his of- 
ficers, binding them in the hold, and landing 
| themſelves upon the coaſt near Tilbury fort. 
It is true this manceuvre would certainly 
Cd e * 


* 
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ae ſubjeQed.them, to ſuffen death, without 
\ benefit of clergy, had they hęem apprehende 
bur: although many of the reſt. were after- 


1 wards taken, and ſuffered accordingly, yet 


Barrett and Cowling were too cunning and 
| dextoipus for all. the ſlaves of authority, and 


the: knives of juſtice, nn ul 


In tus courſe of this ſummer, the flagged 
it ef Meebodiſn, which had been ſunk ſince 


dhe death df the famous Whiteßeld, in 17705 


was revived hy. the ee %, wad ow | 


- Shropſhire, and findens of one fcb colleges 


of. Cunmbridge,:” He firſt preached, on his 
: and before |] he was der 


people by his uncommon warmth * 


2 be carried. his zeal. que; to the Hud, 


1 5 an. 


| 
a. 
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poſſeſſed; whether naturally, or from imitati- 
on, being à matter of rather a doubtful nature. 

The nolfe of a name has no ſmallin fluence 
1 che religious, as well as tlie literary world. 
The people was informed that our young di- 
vine, being the ſon of a gentleman, and inde- 
pendent in fortune, acted from principles the 
moſt pure and diſintereſted. The methodiſts 
have their pride, and their popes, as well as 


the Romaniſſs, and are but tos apt to reverſe | 
the maxim of the laſt century; and, like 


Warburton, found grace upon dotinlod, and 
not dominion on grace. e * 
I attended this field orator one Body 
evening on Hamſtead-heath, and heard him 
preach to a great multitude from London and 
the villages. It happened to rain faſt in the 
midſt of the ſermon 3 the preacher put on his 
hat, as he ſtood on the coach-box, and deſired | 
his auditors to follow his example; exclaim- | 
ing aloud, and with conſiderable ſolemnity. 


&< My dear hearts, their is no preaching in 
hell! What would the condemned crew wal 


5 for one drop of this precious rain? 


* 
* 5 


, 
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gers, and none but the true followers of 
Whitefield kept cloſe to him whilſt the ſtorm 
laſted. He cried out again, There is no 


miniſters,” \replied an auditor, - e or 
Sanders, who was preſent with * „told a 
tale of a preſbyterian preacher of the laſt cen- 
tury, who was preaching on a common, 
from theſe words of our Saviour; How often 
would 7 have gathered you, as a ben gathers her. 
Chicken under ber wings! When a ſudden im- 
x petuous fall of rain drove the preacher from 
| his booth with fome precipitation. When a 
wag obſerved, that in that inſtance, at leaſt, 
8 the parſon acted like a cowardly hen, that 
leſt her heterogeneous brood, to waddle in 
the water, but durſt not venture in herſelf. 
Miſs Maria alſo grew fond of Mr. Hills 

| field-preaching, and ſeveral times accompa- 
nied her father to Kennington common, Lon- 
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| Read heath. | At theſe places I had opportu- 
_ nity of raking to „er about the orator, and 
found | 
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The preacher was ſoon. deſerted by the kran 


preaching in hell * 4e It is not for want of | 


3 | Jon fields, Chelſea, Brook-green, and Hampe 
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found that ſhe approved more of his princi- 
ples, than the practice of the methodiſts, 
eſpecially in ſinging along the . to and 
from the above places. = | 
| I owned that this appeared rather phariſai- 
cal, and proved derogatory to public worſhip, 
which requires the utmoſt ſolemnity and ſe- 
riouſneſs. But I have heard thoſe people 
| ſinging hymns one moment, and the next 
talking of the common occurrencesof life with 
the utmoſt indifference; and the tranſition 
= was fo ſudden from one to the other, that 1 
| could not be prevailed upon to think, that re- 
ligion had much weight on their — or a 
due influence on their converſation. 
The doctor coincided with me in that opi- 
nion, and produced the following example on 
a ſimilar occaſion; appealing to Maria for 
the truth of what he aſſerted; for it ſeemed | 
that he had ſeen her in the chaiſe upon the 
road at the time, and with her ue Fo i 
at the religious farce, —_ 
5. Well, Miſs Peggy, what do you think of 
| Mr. 


N | * 
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Hill * e O, Sie, heisa dedt;' auth | 


charming young fellow. ?“ 5 


What do you ſay, Mrs. Smith 7 Ishe not 


equal to Whitefield himſelf, Madam 2 


„Ves, Sir; Ido think he is upon my word. 


He: has got all his airs and motions, and 
es cba. and leoks, and earneſtneſs. 


ak him a dear creature.” - 
4 Shall. we & ngan hymn as we walk . 


5 > 8 8 We are all, going to Zion with our 


faces thitherwards.— Come, Iwill give out 


the lines. O never mind che coachmen on 
the high road, with their blaſtings and blaſ- 
phemies; for I am ſure * en 2 


OR 11 | £2 


 Melchizedek, that TART 00 prieſt, f | 
That king ofhigh degree, (755 a. 


cc ——Lord; Sir, you "at = LF 


F 92 5 you get over che ile firſt, £ ks 
2 Thot holy man who Abreharn leſt, 


Was but a type of the. . 
100 Ob thei is a dear © creature =] have tore 
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my ancle in getting over. I wiſh we had 
walked upon the main road.” 
ce If you pleaſen, ladies, I ean give you A 
caſt to town. You may all get in, if you wull 
and ſing away and be! 
«© What do you ſay, Sir?“ 

66 I. fay, 1 think as how it will be better 
travelling to heaven in a coach, than walking 
on foot to — Sir.“. | 

.< You ſay very right, coach what 
ma I give you to wy theſe ladies and me 
into Cheapſide.“ e 

& Three robins and a teaſter, maſter; and 
then I hope that I ſhall drink you health i in- 
to the bargain.” 

Where do all drunkards go to, * 
man? Some go to the Old King's Head, 
in St. Paul's church-yard, maſter; others go 
to the Green Man in Tooley- Street, where 
the widow's ale is ſeldom bewitched, but 
when Rowland preaches down in the ruins, 
and then his followers leave not a drop for | 
poor coachy.“ 


Only love to us be given Ra SG 
Lord, we aſk no other heaven ! [They ſg] 


Vor. III. 5 Theſe 
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cc Theſe are fine words, maſter. Wull 


: your honor be pleaſed to ** in with * h 
_ dies?” 


41 ſuppoſe ye your ach 2a at 5 dente 
Boule but laſt night, coachy?“ 17 


<« Yes, maſter ; I ſet. down — Ron | 
Joys, and that i * N near ane e = 


WG py 
Sea was 1 in | his 8 1 


nn converſation, when we over- 


heard one of the ſame nature, juſt by Mother 


n s houſe, which 2 him farther 


& The quakers,” . Maria, ec never 


_ offend the ears of promiſcuons paſſengers in 


this manner.” I heartily wiſh that the 


people in this world, would take example 
by thoſe decent good people,” ſaid J. 
Zanders ſent Mr. Hill a letter, intimating 
che diſguſt which ſuch a vain glorious often- 
_ fatious diſplay of ſanctity gave to the preju- 


dice part of mankind.— The gentleman took | 
notice of the reprehenſion, and mentioned it 


che next time that he preached in the fields: 2 
'fo 
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| ſo that it was not his fault if they proceeded | 
in the hypocritical pratice. . 
On the 13th of Auguſt, the ſame ſum- 
mer, I rode with Maria in a chaiſe to Croy- 
don, in Surrey, to hear Mr. Hill. But the ; 
reader muſt excuſe the repetition of our con- 
verſation on the road. He preached on a 
common at the end of a town to a conſidera- | 
ble congregation, but chiefly. addreſſed him- 
ſelf to a blackſmith who behaved rather diſ- 
orderly during the beginning of the ſermon ; 
| And never did the Cyclop's hammers fall 
On Mars 5 of proof eter— 


: 


as the words of our orator fell upon this ſon 
of Vulcan. The fellow ſeeing himſelf ſtared - 
at by all the people as the centre of ridicule, 
would fain have fled from the field; but being 
prevented by the ſurrounding croud, he was 
obliged to ſtand all the laſhes of the Levite, 
and the ſtings of conſcience in the moſt public 
and exemplary manner that can be imagined. 
—In fine, it was not much unlike the puniſh- 
„ O „ ment 
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ment that the diſorderly, in another caſe, 
meet on the ſtool of repentance in Scotland. 
The fun had ſometime. been ſet beneath 
the horizon, and the ſhadows of the evening 
were already approached, before the preacher 
diſcontinued his admonition. He then in- 
formed the people that he would preach at 
Mitcham the ſame night. 

Though that town lies not in the direct 
road from Croyden to London, yet as Maria 
expreſſed a deſire to hear Mr. Hill again, we 
agreed to call that way. I think Mitcham | 
is about two miles and half north weſt from 
Croyden. The evening was delightful, as 
| the moon ſhone bright, and the harveſt of 
the earth was ripe. As wedrew-towards the 
town, we were informed that it was fair time. 
I expected our new - riſen religious champion 
would have faced the croud in the fair; but 
I was much miſtaken, for he only held forth 
in the little meeting-houſe, which was in too 
_ recluſe a part of the place to be diſcovered by 
the vulgar throng, who were intent upon en- 


tertainment at houſes of another caſ. 
| © | Mr. 7 — 
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Mr. Hill neither exerted his powers, nor 
acquitted himſelf in ſpeaking home to the 
heart, ſo well in the houſe, as the field. Upon 
the whole he ſeemed always ſtudying to ac- 
commodate himfelf to the number, more than 
the neceſſity of his auditory. Sometimes he 
expreſſed a dread of delivering himſelf in lan- 
guage too refined for common people ; but J 
think in that he is never likely to err. It is 

| a miſtaken notion in many who have been 
' bred at ſchools of eminence, that the vulgar 
are groſsly ignorant; for there are ſome 
amongſt the lower claſs of ſociety who are 

| # endowed with bright ideas, poſſeſs a good un- 
derſtanding, and have read more than might 
be imagined by their ſuperiors. Let any ono 
who doubts this, mingle in mixed compa - 
"nies, and he will diſcover even mechanics 
of a keen penetration in ſeveral ſciences, 
which they have had opportunity to inveſti- 
gate, and diſplay 'an accuracy ſuperior to 
ſome profeſſors themſelves. I have known 
a plebean ſo acute in divinity, that he could 
have argued with Duns Scotus himſelf upon 
0 3 1 
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3 chat ſcience, and ſurpriſed. a whole conclave 
=> of cardinals. RT I OS OE. 
= In all mixed multitudes, bowoper mean in 
= appearance the people who generally com- 
1 * poſe them may be, there are always to be 
1 found men of genius. But even the moſt 
5 vulgar like to be addreſſed in decent and even 
good language. If they meet with common- 
==. place low lectures, they immediately con- 
= clude that the preacher was never bred to 
| better, and think they might as well edify 
one another elſewhere, as in the 1 of 
3 + public worſhip. ” TY 
. 1 would not wiſh to 65 the Ri ales : 
7 of the ſchool-men reſtored; but I ſhould as 

_ alittle like to hear diſcourſes without gram . 

mar, vociferation without eloquence, and 

long barangues of an hour each, devoid of 

ſentiment, without one thought of ſublimity, 

or the leaſt attempt at n n market 

language. | 

Neither ſhould Ss of levity-h be 8 

ed from the pulpit of our preacher. He 
ſhould ſpeak the words of truth and ſoberneſs, 
15 x . and 
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and not introduce the whims of Hudibras, or 
puns borrowed from paſt facetious preachers. 
If he would touch the heart, let him ſurpriſe 
dut never cauſe the idle ſmile by grimace and 
mimicry. The deepeſt ſeriouſneſs ; the moſt 
awful ſolemnity of Oe" becomes beſt 
the ſacred place. | 
Mr. Hill is alſo handy: fond of diſ- 
playing low witiciſms, and little ſtrokes of 
fatire. It would require a maſter to handle 
| theſe unweildy weapons; and what David 
ſaid of Saul's armour, our modern Burgefs 
| _w_ ſay of wit; I have not proved it. 
| Before I diſmiſs this ſubject, into which I 

have been inſenſibly drawn, permit me, gen- 
tle reader, to peſent you with an example 
of modern elocution, as delivered by a living 
divine, who ſhall be now nameleſs, and com- 
municated to me by a'perſon on whoſe vera- 
city I can poſitively mn It is as fo 
lows : Np 
As ſure as the devil is in London, is a kind 4 
of proverbial expreſſion; that is, it is a 
common ſaying -a bye word —a parable. I 
| C 4 love 
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lovedearly to ſpeak plain, without the leaft 
procraſtination. of time.-Procraſtination ! 
_ ſome will cry, what dan that be? O I love 
to be plain! I like to come down to the un- 
derſtanding of my dear hearers.—Tt therefore 
means to delay to put off to poſtpone—to 
procraſtinate! 
„ But the 3 bs e 
2» truly, the devil is in London / Well; Ihe was 
once in Paradiſe he was once in Pesven; j 
was he never in St. Paul's ?—St Paul's | 
ſome will ſay do they not read prayers there? 5 
Ves, my friends; but if they where to 
le them too, he would be in the midſt of 
we Now. 3 St. paul kimfolf 1 were to 
come to London; and he certainly has as 
good a right at leaſt, as either the devil him- 
ſelf, or the Pope, or any one of the Romiſh 
ſaints ;—ſuppoſing he was to come in perſon, 
what would the prebendaries—the dean— the 
biſhop ſay to him? Where is your. diplo- 
ma Where took you up your degrees? 


—Where are TH, LEON. and caſſock „your 
lawn 
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lawn ſleeves; or where is even the cloak 
that you once left at Troas? Aye; they 
would ſtrive to puzzle poor Paul with hard 
queſtions, and refuſe him the uſe of his own. 
pulpit.— But, beloved, between you and me, 
there are certain churchwardens in town, 
who would be glad to receive him into their 
churches, as well as other methodiſt prea- 
chers, for the ſake of a good collection! Aye, 
aye * Then they will be able to afford them- 
' ſelves a feaſt—a greeſy chin a luxuriant 
bit —a eup not of cold water, (which is 
all that ariſes fnom the common preachers of 
b charity ſermons, but a cup of comfortable 
liquor; 
„ But to come a little nearer the ſubjeck. 
Axe there not barriers now erected in Lon- 
don againſt the kingdom of darkneſs? The 
devil now is hedged in all round. We have 
got chapels in every quarter of the town, and 
occupy even thoſe caſtles which were once 
his nead quarters. „ 
What think you of the Pantheon in the 
Spa fields, Northampton chapel now ? There 
Cs | _ we" 
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ws took the houſe over the devil's head, gave 


him warning to quit the premiſes ; and what 
buſineſs has he to do there now? There is 
next the tabernacle. The devil dares not 


come that way. He may fink or ſleep in Lit 
tle Zoar, if he pleaſes; but beware of the Ta- 
bernacle. Here we have got our board of 


ordnance, our tried train of artillery; and if 


he gets a pop from our great gun, it will 


prove more fatal than the ſword of Michael. 
Tottenham - court chapel is another of our 
ſtrong garriſons, in which much of our pano- 
ply is put on, and our ammunition prepared 
againſt the day of battle. The additional po- 
lygon'on the eaſt fide is called, in deriſion, 

Whitefield's oven. Aye, it is an oven indeed! 


1 has baked a great number of batches, and 


ſerved up ſome of the beſt | bread that ever 
was preſented to the court of heaven; and I 


truſt it will produce many more! Let not 


he devil dare to taſte a bit of the batch! 


We have another, though a leſſer fortifica- 


tion, in Weſtminſter. I do not mean the ab- 


bey, but the * On the eaſt too we have 
gn | 
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gained poſſeſſion of the Mulberry-gardens, 
once the devil's deareſt delight. In the Bo- 
rough we have poſſeſſion of St. George s, and- 
D. r there is the guardian againſt the foe, : 
except when he chooſes to play a game at cards 
with his landiord! In a word, we ſhall ſhortly 
hem him in all around the metropolis, and | 
keep him there too; for, to ſay the truth, 
without him the buſineſs of a parſon would 
be a poor trade indeed“ | 
This oration is not preſented here in it? 
moſt ludicrous light. I have little intention 
to do injuſtice- to any party, and would only 
wiſh to reclaim, not affront or diſcourages 
There are many: good preachers who offici- 


ate at the: places above-mentioned, and moſt 


of them diſdain to deſcend: to low and vulgar 

: language, having a due reſpect to their own 

exalted characters, and the underſtapdinge of 5 

their hearers. ä | 

I had ſeveral» oyertures made me 3 Ws 
my ſtay in the metropolis by the chiefs of 

theſe places, but I choſe to decline them; as 


L. _— methodiſim, it a church. at all, to | 
be. 
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be one without walls and bulwarks, having no 


form of government; no rules of diſcipline, 
| and whoſe doctrine is latitudinarian, whilſt its 
' worſhip is eee ere ee eee 1 


forms borrowed from every party. 


Thbeſe excurſions prevented not the pro- 


greſs of the play. I proceeded rapidly in the 
production, and had it prepared for the ma- 
nager's inſpection before winter. The lady 
having conſiderable intereſt with Mr. Gar- 
rick, got it upon the ſtage; it met the ap- 
probation of the public, but produced very 
little benefit to the author, after deducting 
the enormous expences of the houſe. 

As the lady was pleaſed to appear in bor- 
rowed plumes, I did not preſume to deprive 


her of what ſhe ſo eagerly coveted. The 


emolument, little as it was, fell to my ſhare, 
and 1 am ſure, ambition had not then fired 
my mind ſo much as to deſire the leaſt honor 
ariſing from writing a play. Poor Jack 


Hume, the author of Douglas, had felt the 


red-hot vengeance of the Caledonian kirk for 


. -play-wright in N own coun- 
| 175 * 
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try; and at length was obliged to ſeek a re- 
fuge in England, where tlie clergy are not ſo 
ſtrictly confined to their own profeſſion. I 
might have pleaded precedents from Dr. 
Voung and Dr. Franklin, both having been 
the king's chaplains; the former having 
wrote the Revenge, the latter the Earl of Mar- 
wick; but my piece was of far leſs conſe- 
quence, and better, belonged to a lady in 
point of merit than to myſelf. But I 1 
bear mentioning particulars. 18145 
After the original run of the piece, the 
lady expreſſed a deſire of having the play 
publiſhed, and promiſed me the whole ſum 
ariſing from the copy. In the diſpoſal of it, 
I craved the advice of Dr. Sanders; and he 
introduced me to another doctor, a celebrat - 
ed reviewer, who kindly received us both, 
and drinking a whole pint of brandy himſelf, 
recommended a glaſs to Sanders and me, as 
the beſt ever im ported into Great Britain. 
The citic obſerving me rather ſurprized at 
ſeeing him quaff ſo much of the potent 
xa freely informed me that he had accuf- 
enn 


— 
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tomed himſelf to large draughts when in Hol- 
land, amidſt the froſty days of winter, 
& Never mind; Dr. — exclaimed 


Sanders, there is nothing like drinking 


deep of the ſpring, for ſhallow draughts only 
3 the brain, as the poet ſays.” 
I' then: ſhewed the tragedy to the critics 


he looked it over in half à minute, for re- 


viewers have the eyes off eagles, that at one 
glance can deſcry all the beauties and ble- 
miſhes of a book, before another en can 
well read the title page. 
I. aſked him immediately, 62 what: he 
thought the copy would feteh to the autho · 
reſs from a bookſeller?“ the doctorꝰs reply 
was-in the- words of Butler | | 


What is the value of a thing, 
& But eee will being A 


2 


6 ; Coma, young man,” continued the exi- 
tic, 6c I will give you a. lift of bookſellers; 5 
call upon them in the order tbat I ſhall ſet 
them down, and poſitively, ſell the piece to 


: the beſt bidder. F irſt aſk an hundred pounds, 


and 


5 * 
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and if Dy likes to give that ſum, then your 
labor is ended. If he offers you much leſs, 
tell him that you will again call e on him after 
you have ſeen the lady,” | 
Sanders aſked” the reviewer, <* if he ; wig 
ever ſeen the play performed 2? Fhe critic 
anſwered” in the affirmative, and added, that 
he much ad mired the piece himſelf, and had 
heard his friends ſpeak favorably of it. I 
hope you will give it a lift doctor,“ ſaid 
Sanders, the firſt day of the next month, 
in your candid and impartial review 7 ꝰ?ꝰ 
Fa ving taken our leave of the Critical Re- 
viewer, we ſet out for Pall mall in a hackney 
coach, and called upon D——, Raging 
the play for his approbation. 161 
| «© What do you expect for this piece, 
gentlemen,” cried the bookſeller, after hay- 
ing employed about three ſeconds in looking 
it over. One hundred pounds,” replied 
Sanders, in a whining tone, peculiar to poor | 
authors. I fancy, Sir, you mean Scotch 
pounds,“ retorted the literary genius; te for 
: I am 
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I am certain you cannat mean * mos 
ney, when you talk in that tone.” 

J aſked the bookſeller whether he thaeghe 
the one-twelfth part of an hundred pounds 


was in any 'degree adequate to the value of 
—— play? 

% An approved play,” oo re- 
plied the ſupercilious librarian, ** is hardly 
worth mentioning in the preſent day, when 
literary property is held on ſo ſlippery a te- 
nure.. For no fooner will the play be pub- 
liſhed, but it wilt become common. on every 
ſtage in England. But Mr. D,“ re- 
torted the doctor; in haſte, no bookſeller 
but yourſelf, the property bein g your's, will 
have a right to print it.“ Will you take 
twenty - pieces?” faid the bookſeller, for I 
have no time to ſtand upon trifles. I will 
not take four times the ſum, Sir,” replied I; 
but he offered to make it up tad before” we 
| Our ny ah this genius was. rather PAY 

ened by the arrival of a celebrated divine, 


who * been 2 bred to the law, could not 
| eaſily 


- 


} 
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_ eaſily relinquiſh his original profeſſion; but 
was about publiſhing an elaborate tract upon 
Simony, and ſeveral volumes on Poligamy. 
Of theſe circumſtances I was informed at 
large, and alſo other matters {till more curi- 
ous and leſs edifying, by Sanders. We waited 
in the ſhop till we were tired, and then left 
the preacher and his publiſher to ſettle their 
affairs as they liked, _ 

We called at another dealer in books in the 
Strand, who would not give the piece a peru- 
ſal, even in the manner of the trade, becauſe - 
it had been preſented to the manager of a the- 
atre, with which his friend and patron had no 
connection. 

Sanders then oh to wait upon ano- 
thea bookſeller in the ſame ſtreet, though not 
ſet down in the liſt of the reviewer. We did 
ſo; but he was not in the way, having re- 
moved to his country ſeat in St. George's 
fields. We called next at a great circulat- 
ing library, the maſter of which had the good 
nature to a us the great ſum of ten pounds 
for the play ! | 


Betty 
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ne Bell and Mary Grey, a 
Were a. 9 1 61 
hair mr eve, 1 

| And cover d it o'er with raſhes. . | 


80 fang Sanders, when he fldenly ſtarted 
asfrom afrightful dream, exclaiming, © God's 
mercy, Mr. Lamuel- Lyttleton, let us be- 
ware of the Savoy; for it is juſt behind this 
place, pointing down 2 paſſage, where he 
ſaid he once found a bappy aſylum through 
the favor of his friends Meffrs. mo and 

Latimore. 

We proceeded han hs Tad | 
and called at two houſes in the trade near St. 
Paul's , where, not meeting a due reception, 
ve turned into Paternoſter- row. Here San- 
ders was quite at home, and had the name of 
Dr. Southwell generally given him by the 
whole trade, excepting the:comical Cooke, and 
his Alexander the Atte Beg; who, like Jero- 
boam the ſon of Nebat, had uſurped the 
| throne of his maſter, and drawn over to his 
Kde full ten tribes of the hawkers. 


ww. 
* 
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As we had offered the play to moſt of the 
reſt in the Row, we were obliged to ſhow it 
to both theſe geniuſes. The Cooke could do 
nothing with it, unleſs the lady would aban- 
don her offspring, and caft if upon the care 
of ſome great man, whoſe - mighty name 
| would give a ſanction to the publication, and . 
inſure him ſucceſs in the ſale. 
| I aſked him, what noble or right reve · 
rend perſonage he could point out as the pa- 
tron ?” Ce Patron !” cried the ingenious gen 
_ tleman,” with ſmiles, rather ghaſtly, pervad- 
ing his fret-worked front; I mean to get 
the piece a new author, whether a lay lord'or 
a biſhop, will not much ſignify ; for without 
| a capital name it will not ſell.” "51 07 
I told him that the name was already well 
| known to the world, as the play had been 
acted above ten times on the ſtage. Then 
I will ſuffer the d—— of , if I have any 
thing to do with it at all,” exclaimed 00 
bookſeller. . | | 
_  - The other genius, his rival on the throne 
of Publication, aſſured us an his hands were 


withdrew. © 7." 
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quite full at preſent of ſerious, reli gious trea- 
tiſes, ſo that he could not think of going out 
of his line for any lady, without acquainting 
his prime. miniſter, Daffy Downdilly of the 
Poultry. By my permiſſion Alexander the 
| Little ſent for the perſon whom he mentioned; 
"and it was not many minutes before this very 
conſequential gentleman waited upon us, 
_ dreſſed like my Lord Foppington. 
„ What is your will, pleaſure, deſire, buſi- 
_ , neſs, and ſo forth, with me, my friends?” ſaid 
the new-come city publiſher, Dr. Sanders, 
pray, Sir, excuſe me a moment——May I 
crave your generous indulgence for the ſame 
time, Sir ?” continued he, addrefling himſelf 
to me, only till I ſpeak to a phone * 
the parlour,” | 
Here the Jelf-important 1 ſeller made 
| thrive bows, ſhook off a conſiderable quantity 
of powder from his en, and = 


. 


# 


Their e laſted Ae an nk 
and might have continued much longer, had 
-not a whole pack of the publiſhers interrupt- 
7 [ ed 
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ed them, by declaring that the play had en 
hawked about all ever the Row. 

« O very well, Dr. Sanders! yy cried the 
Cooke, with a rough tone and ruffled coun- 
tenance, is it thus, Sir, that you requite 
me for your weekly ſalary of ten ſhillings, 
and a ſuit of Roſemary- lane cloaths annually 
into the bargain. I think you might have 
been induced to call firſt on your employer, 
who keeps you in your garret from ſtarving, 
after having loſt your friends, Lord Lyttle- 
ton and Dr. Pedigree, by your indolence— 
Sir, I have a great notion to diſcharge you 
immediately, unmindful of what Dr. South- 
well may ſay, and ſettle the little mat- 
ter that is between us. What do I owe 
you, Sir ?—Oh, I know it is not above ſeven 
or eight ſhillings, for you are perpetually | 
ſending your girl for money— What do I 
care,” .continued the Cooke, « I can get 
compilers from every part of the town, and 
for leſs money. Bring the copy for the pre- 
ſent week's publication, and I will pay you 
at the Three Pigeons in Butcher-ball-lane, 

| if 


% 
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if you have not already drawn upon Corke the 
- Jandlord.” 

__ And I can tell you what, Doctor. ex- 
claimed Alexander the little, © as you have 


ated with conſiderable duplicity in this mat- 
ter, 1 will employ you no longer in writing 
Dr. Hurd's Rites and Ceremonies, for which 
I have paid you for the laſt ten weeks, at leaſt 
ſix ſhillings every Saturday morning. I will 
þ alſo procure another compiler, if I ſhould 
give him even a ſhilling ; a week more than I 
expect. 1 3 
The reſt of the gentlemen likewiſe de. 
ed 20 expoſe the poor doctor, who indeed 
was a drudge to theſe dunnies. One upbraided 
him for going by his door with the play, as he 
had employed him to write a ſong on the ſe- 
veral clubs in the town, and had actually gi- 
ven him two ſhillings and a pint of ate; or 
viler Tiquor, for compoſing a ſonnet on the 
counſellors under the Cauliflower, to the tune 
df Hearts of Oak: the ſame immenſe ſum, for 
writing another on the ſociety of immortals; 
5 * agg fans, the laſt, but not the leaſt, for 
tet nnn 
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compoſing & ſong for the couſins at the barn, 


in St. Martin's-lane. 


Here Sanders flew into. a RARER Sid , 


and curſed all the members of clubs for a ſet 


of blockheads, to imagine that a compiler 
could write poetry; aſſuring his employers 


that he had pocketed but little by the jobs, 


as he was obliged to give an author eighteen- 


pence for writing each of the ſongs. _ 
Io pacify the obſtreperous Hog, I aſſured 
the company that it was not the inclination 
of my friend, the doctor, to have gone by the 


ſhop of his beſt employer; but as I had the 


management of the matter, and had conſult- 


ed a certain celebrated critic about the fale 
of the piece, we had implicitly followed his 
direQion by ſerving the whole trade alike, 


Here all the fellows in folio, with one con- 


ſent, wore a general ſmile, and propoſed to 
adjourn to the Three Pigeons, to become 


partners in the publication, and make the 
play the cement of their mutual friendſhip. | 
n gentlemen,” ſaid I, © we may a8 
well ſettle a preliminary article of the treat y. 
What 


* 
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What do you expect to porchaſe the copy 
for?” «© What do you aſk ?” replied one 
more honorable than all the reſt, One 
hundred pounds,” faid I, with a ſteady coun- 
tenance.—* An hundred pounds . cried 


Cooke, 1 would ſooner give a hundred of 
my teeth. This he cloſed with a grin, and 
diſcovered the few grinders which were left in 


his mouth; which cauſed the whole company 
of geniuſes to imitate him with ſucceſs. 

18 What would you think of forty ?” cried 
one. What would you think of thirty * 


kinda a ſecond. Will twenty ſatisfy 


you, fir ?” ſaid a third, with a ludicrous coun- 
tenance, and an aſpect almoſt devoid of all 


meaning and humanity, Come, Sir,” ex- 


claimed the laſt bidder, the ſmirking-faced 
fellow from the Poultry, (we will poſitively, 
punctually, peremptorily, and ſo forth, raiſe, 
advance, make up, put together, and ſo forth, 


fifteen pounds fifteen ſhillings for the play, 


and the fole copy-cight of the ſame, to have 


and to hold during the term of fourteen 
| 9 The ſum to be paid by inſtalments; 


\ ö Ss that 
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is to ſay, during every were of our: bebe. 
one guinea, and the laſt two.” | 


This was too much for me to ſuffer. 1 
8 round on my heel without ceremony, 


the doctor followed me faſt to the coach, 


which was ſtill in waiting. I ordered the 


coachman to drive us to Pall- mall with the 
utmoſt diſpatch he could. We arrived at 
Ds, found him but juſt about to diſmiſs 


the reverend gentleman whom we had left 


with him; pretended that we had been at 
- Weſtminſter-abbey to ſee the monuments ; 
and, finding him in a good humour, prevailed 
-upon him to make the money up fixty 
pounds. The ten which ſurpaſſed my expec- 

tation, after having tried ſuch a ſet of mer- 
| * cenaries, I freely beſtowed on Sanders, as a 
recompence for his loſs of time; and, ima 


- meaſure, for the preſent, to make him inde- 


' pendent of his employers, whoſe ſordid ſouls 


would not allow him ſo much as is earned 


1 a common day labourer. 77 
Literature in London was never leſs en- 
1 . than at the preſent period. The 


Vol. III. | D number 


| 
| 
: 
k 
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number of candidates in this line is almoſt 
incredible, and many of them fare worſe 
than the meaneſt mechanic : yet amongſt this 
conſiderable claſs of men there are man y 
who have real merit, and poſſeſs a ſublime ge- 
nius, which they have improved by dint of 
extreme induſtry. 

Few men who have been any diots at 


the academy, have ariſen {fo high as thoſe 
who were elevated by nature herſelf, 'The 
trees of a plantation grow up more regularly 


than thoſe of the uncultivated foreſt; but 
they are generally alike, and poſſeſs a ſame- 


neſs, which prevents them from being diſtin- 


guiſhed from each other by a common ob- 
ſerver, whilſt thoſe of the hills and rocks 


often riſe to a prodigious. height, and ſpread 


their branches far and wide. Where can 


24 


you behold ſuch a ſuperior genius as Shake- 


ſpeare bred at an univerſity ?* One ounce of 
mother wit is worth a pound of clergy,” 


ſay the Caledonians. 1 verily believe that 
even a Ramſay was as good a poet as any 


who ever wore the Hureat leaves in England, 


and 
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and a Bunyan, although bred a poor tinker, 
was far from being inferior to the biſhop 
who wrote another Pilgrim to eclipſe him. 


Were due encouragement given in the 
preſent day to true and intrinſic merit and 


exalted genius, many would appear in the 
world, who now hide their heads in obſcu- 
rity, and prove the ornaments of their coun- 
try, and the age in which they live; but-po- 
litics has too Jong prevailed, and little elſe 
has been attended to for many years paſt. 
Indeed when a Junius writes, or a Burke ha- 
rangues, we receive pleaſure even from ſour 
politics; but the numerous treatiſes of traſh 
that have cauſed the preſs to groan ever ſince 


the commencement of the preſent diſputes, 
and the inſipid ſpeeches that have been dili- 


vered during that period even in parliament, 
are ſufficient to produce a geheral diſguſi 
and make men i ſenſe long to ſee the time, 
the golden age, of real literature reſtored. 
The literary lady of Lincoln' s-Inn-F; . 
refuſed the fifty pounds, which I preſented 


her as the price of her adopted play, and als 


D 2 ſured 


- 
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Tured met that ſhe was forry that Idid not ect 
more for u my trouble; but the made me am- 
ple amends by employing me to write a co- 
medy of three acts, which ſhe intended to 
Sive the manager of the Theatre · royal i in the 
, Hay-market. She paid me before it was ap- 
proved of, and did not ſtay to ſee the event 
of its being performed, 

Sanders ſoon after again obtained the favor 
of Dr, Pedigree, who kept him i in Northum- | 
'berland-houſe, and allowed him a ſalary, far 
Tuperior to the paultry pittance of Paternoſ- 
ter-row, I was glad to obſerve him appear 
decent, and to hear that his wife and two 
daughters were well ſituated. It was through 
his interference that I at length was intro- 
duced. to the reverend doctor, one day, when 
he was at leiſure, at the houſe of the duke. 
He received me with a civil nod, bade me 
fi down. a moment till he had heard Sanders 
read the petitions of a great number of people 
who implored the N of the Duke and 


Dutchels. 


uh 


Th 


+ FHE- KENTISH CU-R A T-Es 253 


. One begged that he might have a penſion . 
. him for. regulating the archieves of 
the family, and that he might be taken into 
the houſe for that purpoſe. ; | 
Another prayed that the duke, as lord lieu- 
tenant of Middleſex, would) be pleaſed to 
grant him the place of . bridewell-keeper, 
worth two hundreds: a year, he being duly 
qualified for the ſame, having been beadle to 
St. Martin's A for a great number, of 
years. | , 

A grocer in Lee a mn : 
in the Strand, jointly implored his Grace, 

that they might be added to the commiſſton 
of the peace; at a period when the Middleſex 
magiſtracy was fallen into diſrepute. 

| A man who had been of much ſervice to 
the miniſtry, ever ſince the firſt, election of 
Wilkes at Brentford, and who loft an eye, 
and two of his teeth at the time when Glynn 
and Procter contended, and drew forth their 
champions, and when Clerk was killed, hum- 
bly requeſt to be appointed to a place at 
d ourt near his Majeſty's perſon, as one of the 
1. . yeomen 
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yeomen of the guards, vulgarly called the 

King's Beef. eaters, without the uſual pur- 

_ chaſe money, as he, the EN. was oblige 

| ed to plead poverty. N 

A lady of Covent-garden, pititioned the 

Duteheſs to ufe her intereſt at court to pro- 

cure her a maid of honor's place. She having 

| bbliged her huſband and brother both to vote 
for Lord _ at the laſt election for Weſt- 

minſter. 

Lucy O'Brian, a a 5 FOR Ve in St. 

Martin's-lane, alſo t IA for a 

fimilar poſt of honor. 

The maſter of a houſe of 11 a in the 
neighbourhood of the Garden ardently begged 
chat his Grace would order the magiſtrates of 
Weſtminſter to reſtore his licence, that he 
might carry on his trade, and maintain a large 
| 8 numerous connection 

Theſe and a variety of whimſical effuſions 
cauſed the two doctots to ſmile. I perceived 
Pedigree was in a good humor, began my 
apolog y for intruding upon his vocation, and 

told him, that it was ſolely to ſee him that 1 
Ave had 
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had come from Alnwick, and ſince reſided 
fſeveral years in London; having been in- 
formed that he could point out my parents, 
who were all through my paſt life unknown 
to me. The doctor feemed at firſt ſurpriſed, 
but ſuddenly recollecting himſelf, aſked me 
when I had ſeen Lord Lyttleton? 
I told him, that notwithſtanding all my 
repeated endeavors, I had not beheld his. 
Lordſhip ſince he was in Scotland. I then 
| mentioned the advertiſement that I had read 
at Edinburgh, which had drawn me firſt to 
Northumberland, and afterwards to the me- 
1 | | 
He aſſured me that the 1 who had ſpo- 

ken to him at Alnwick had uſed every endea- 
vor, immediately after the death of her fa- 
© ther, to recover her long-loſt boy; but find» 
ing ſhe was unſuccefsful, and receiving no 
anſwer from the noble Lord, whom ſhe had 
ſeen with him at Berwick, was oblige to- 


throw aſide all hope for the preſent, and fol- 


low her reverend huſband to America, where 


he is happily ſettled. 
D 4 Then 


Then that lady, for whom I felt ſo much 
_ anxiety, when ſhe was ſuddenly ſeized with 
a fit at Berwick, muſt have been my own 
dear mother, ſaid I, to. the doctor. He an- 
ſwered in the affirmative, and ſaw in my 


countenance the extreme perturbation of my 
mind. 


Dx. Ren very humanely firove t to di- 
vert my melancholly, by every ſoothing 
ſtrain, and told me that he had lately heard 
from my father, who reſided in the province 
of South Carolina, where he was inthe high- 
eſt eſteem by the people, notwithſtanding any 
difference that might ariſe between them re- 
ſpecting the preſent critical poſture of affairs 
in America. 1 e 
When 1 expreſſed my deep aſtoniſhment at 
the unnatural conduct of my mother in caſt- 
ing me away upon the world as ſoon as I was 
born, and. wondered that - ſhe never had 
claimed me in my infancy when it was proba- 

ple! was under her eye, the doctor declared 
that her father was one of the moſt inexorable | 
men in the kingdom, and certainly had he 


ay | | been 
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| been apprifed of her marriage with a mean 
country curate, and the confequences ariſing 
from their mutual affection, he would have 
for ever forſaken her, and gore oy his 
- eſtate to a ſtranger. _ * 2 SLED 10 
„„ But ſhould ſhe not, Sir,” d I, «6 avs 
afterwards opened her mind, when ſhe found 
that providence had crowned the travels of 
her huſband ; for alas! I have not yet learned 
to call him father with ſucceſs,” 4 That 
replied Doctor Pedigree, © would have 
opened the whole ſcheme, and brought to 
light the affair of the foundling, which 
would have moſt effeQually:ruined her cha- 
racter for ever in the eſtimation of her pa- 
rent, who never ever-imagined that ſhe was 
married, but freqyently importuned her to 
give her band to a youth in the country, 
who, I have heard,” continued the divine, 

©* died through the difippointment.” port 
I could'hat refrain from tears, when Ire- 
fleted-on what my mother muſt have felt 
every time that ſhe called to mind my fa- 
wank and her long-loſt child. The doctor 
D 5 | tried 


tried every means in his power to alleviate 
my ſorrow;/ and aſked me if I yet remained 
a fingle man. I faid yes; but Sanders blab- 
del out; in his uſual way, all that he knew 
of Maria; whom he deſcribed, however, to 
| bean amiable woman, and of the moſt con- 
ſummate virtue; but at the ſame time obſer- 
ved, that there certainly appeared at the firſt 
ſight a' moſt ſtriking contraſt between the ſon 
of a Kenti/h Curate, and the daughter of a 
e coy relations oye lived i in Phi- 


Dr. beser Hers wok: an nenn of 
depidting the horrors which were likely to be 


produced. in the New World, ariſing on the 
part of Britain from the impoſition of taxes, 

and making laws to reſtrain the trade of the 
provinces; and on the part of rien, from 

their diſpoſition to independency. 

=” Already,“ continued the cer, 2 the 

Provincials have formed themſelves into bo- 
dies, and entered into a ſolemn league to 

| thwart the meaſures of government, Many 

of the people are Oy ripe ip rank rebel- 

lion 


ES 
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lion, and a coercive: power at this time is 
obliged to act in order to enforce the laws. 

But above all things in the world, he 
ſaid; „ whatever views 1 might have, it: 
was my duty and intereſt to croſs the Atlan- 
tic to meet my parents. He then enquired: 
into my circumſtances, and aſked me if my 
original patron had done any thing for me? 
—1 made no reply; but _ RT 15 
tears. 

ae again refturned his talk, and as he 
could never in his life keep a ſecret, it was- 
no wonder that he told Doctor Pedigree all 
the circumſtances relative to the play. 

The doctor appeared highly pleaſed at the 
intelligence, and told me that he had ſeen the 
tragedy once, and did not diſlike any part of 
it, but one ſcene. It is not my bufineſs- to- 
mention the play by name, to the reader, and: 
therefore will not deſcend to particulars: F 
deſired the doctor to conceal what he had 
learned from Sanders, for my ſake, and for: 
the honor of the lady, who had ſo generouſſly 
extended her bounty to me. 
| The: 
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+ The doctor now informed me, that, if I 
had been diſcovered in conſequence of the 


advertiſement at the time it was publiſhed, 


he could have helped me to a conſiderable 


ſum, which was left in his hands for ſeveral 
| years for the purpoſe, but which he aſſured 
me he had ſince delivered up to my father's 


order. 

He ſaid, if I choſe to go over eee y 
to America, he would give me letters of re- 
commendation to ſeveral perſons of high 


ank; particularly Lord Percy, who was in 
New England. J thanked him with all the 


ſenſibility that I could expreſs, and ſo pro- 


miſed to proceed as ſoon as poſſible, agreea- 


ble to his direction. He told me that it 


was poſſible he might be called to retire to 


the country in a few days, but that he would 


leave the letters with Mr. Moffat, a ſurgeon 


in Great Queen-ſt reet, Lincoln's-Inn-F ields, 


who would: alſo ſupply me with any thing 
that I might want to equip me for the 
voyage. 


All this time, Ihoogh I * faid but ur- a 
tle 


_ 
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tle upon the ſubject, I kept up a conſtant 
| correſpondence with my dear Maria, both 
| when in London, and at her father's country 
ſeat. - Our minds were perfectly united; but 
to get the conſent of her friends and father, 
I knew was next to impoſſible. A fair proſ- 
pect now was preſenting itſelf to my view - 
at a diſtance, and I thought it would not be 
amiſs to mention the circumſtances which 
had lately tranſpired, to my fair one, in 
order that ſhe might think the leſs of my 
ſo ſudden departure. ö 
Her father one evening bad over- heard 
our talk, and broke ſuddenly in upon us. 
He flew in a rage, which far exceeded my 
expectation in any quaker, and deſired ſo- 
lemnly that I would come no more nigh his 
habitation, or perſue a ach of which he 
was well appriſed. i TIP 
The next evening I met Maria in the 
ue agreeable to appointment, when we 
were again diſcovered by the father, who de- 
clared, that for the future, he would ſet 
ſpring guns in the garden; for already he 
was 
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Was aware there was a. man trap. The neut 
time F ſaw. my fair one, was at the meeting 
in London; and — was in 


This information, to my . 
grief, I. found was too true, and I was 
obliged to abandon: all hope of ever ſeeing 
the dear delightful maiden again on this. ſide. 
the Atlantic !* ; 
Phis threw meinto a ſtate of deep . | 

and for ſeveral days could proceed no farther. 
in my preparation for the voyage. One 
thought. adtniniſtered: much conſolation. to 
my. mind; and that was the pleaſing- proſpect 
of meeting Maria in Americas. But when J. 
Idoked in the map of: theſe extenſtye provin- 
ces, and traced the- diſtance. between South- 
Carolina, and'the place where- her relations 
lived, I was almoſt. we . my an- 
chor ef hope. 
Lwaited upon Mr, MoMatt;. the W e 


whom I ſound to be a very ſociable perſon; 
| one 
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63 
one tolerably read in the hiſtory of England, 
and pleaſed with poetical productions. 
It was from this gentleman that I learned 
the hiſtory of my Mother's family, whoſe 
_ pedigree had been traced through many ge- 
nerations by the doctor. He adviſed me to 
write once more to Lord Lyttleton, to in- 
form his Lordfhip of my intention. I did 
write, but received no anfwer, which broke 
off all 3 between us in this world 
for ever. 
I was told that his Lordſhip was e 
ever in health, that he fretted much on ac- 
count of his heavy ex pences in building, more 
by the ill uſage he received from his work - 
men, but much more from a proſpect of his 
ſon, as going on in a path of lawleſs pleaſure. 
Thefe accumulated afflictions, no doubt, 
operated ſenſibly on his Loedſhip's mind; and 
amid other matters of much more. moment, 
made him forget me, whom he had reſcued. 
from death on the day which uſhered me into 
the world. | 
Mr. Moffatt was a perſon eminent in his 
63 profeſſion, 


gratis. He was [DA to oaks! dake of Nor- 5 

thumberland's family, and was a favourite of 
the Dutcheſs for his ſkill. I never met a per- 
ſon more affable and free in converſation; and 
| ſometimes whilſt I continued in England, he 
would fayor Doctor Sanders and me ſeveral 
hours with his company. 

I édiſcovered that he was EE to "My 
Gothic practice of burying the dead in church- 
yards, alledging that it originated in the 
times of ſuperſtition and grofs ignorance. | A 

practice in a populace city, like London, the 

moſt injurious to health that can poſſibly be 
invented, without uſing coercive means. 
— During my ſtay in the metropolis, how 
often have I beheld with ſorrow the bones, 
and even the undecayed fleſh of my fellow 
creatures, thrown upon the ground in the 


face of hundreds, who might have received 


the euvia to their ruin This might eaſily 

be prevented by appropriating places for bu- 

rying the dead remote from the town. To 
this ſome objections may perhaps be ſtarted; 
r +. 
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but I believe thoſe of the clerg will ever 
prove the moſt impregnable. The cuſtom 
began in vile nn and that ebe 
een r / OE GT 1599 

But why ſhould I torment: my 2255 with 
duch reflections? I am bound for another 
world. I have ſettled all my affairs with the 


old, and if I can but meet my Maria, as well 


as my parents, beyond the broad Atlantic 
| wave, I ſhall account no toil too tedious, no 
time ſpent in vain, no n munen to a Wa 
purpoſe. - 

_ Having received 95 We I 8 with 
this captain of a merchantman to carry me 
over to Boſton. Doctor Sanders accompa- 
nied me down to the ſhip at Graveſend, and 
I was ſorry to part with him; for he was a 
- ſociable companion, and had greatly improved 
his natural abilities by cloſe application to. 
reading. He had made up the matter with 
his bookſeller, and was near the cloſe of 
 Southwell's bible; one of which J deſired 
him to keep for me, and paid him, that he 
—"_— be able todo fo, : 
9 The 


— 
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2 > inſtant that T got up to the veſſel, I 

was agreeably ſurpriſed to ſee Kenneth Cock- 

burn on board, as a ſailor, and who had 

to go the voyage to Boſton. It is im- 

poſſible to expreſs the gladneſs that the poor 
fellow diſcovered on the occafion of ſeeing me. 
He now ſeemed a ſmart young fellow, having 
been but a few days on ſhore at Wapping. 
But though his 
He ſaid, out of all his caſh, and which 
prevented him from going up to London to 
ſeek for me, and Mr, Herries, whoſe acquain- 
tante I had loſt a conſiderable time, on ac- 
count of the 
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E ſailed from Graveſend on the firſt 
of Auguſt, 1773. The weather 
Vas ſultry, but the breezes from the river 

were refreſhing, and highly agreeable. The 
country on both ſides is pleaſant, being di- 
verſified with many little towns and villages. 
Having paſſed Sheerneſs the ſame evening, 
we were got round to Deal before the next 
morning, where the maſter of the veſſel 
purchaſed his liquors for the voyage at a very 
low rate, of the ſmugglers, with which the 
whole coaſt of Kent, and the county mw 
Joining, on the ſouth, plentifully abound. 
Paſſing by the celebrated cliffs of — 


1 recollected the deſcription of Shakeſpeare, 
. which, 


% 
% 


* 
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which, however, ſeems greatly exaggerated ; 
mu 1 had beheld rocks much more elevated 
on the coaſt of Scotland. I have now, for 
the firſt time, a diſtant proſpe& of the rocks 
of France acroſs the channel; which, ac- 
cording - to conjecture, were formerly unit - 
ed to theſe of Albion, which diminiſh, as 
our veſſel cuts the oc; aid Ton, alas! 
eee from Fw _—_ r 55 
1 The Nene b from mn to dende 
= eee the fair face of 
Vor paſſed on the ſouth of the iſle of Wight. 
Tue ocean having long laved the coaſt; has 
diſcovered the bowels of the everlaſting hills“, 


r 
„ Gr = LOO 


i 


_ » Wat the mountains, iſlands, and rocks, were formed 
from the ruin of the old world, when the globe was 
- broken in pieces, and ſcattered about without regu- 
# larity. This author tao all long defends his ſyſtem, 
_ Shamerica? as it is, by the ſcriptures... But had be 
Sener r. read what Moſes ſays about the mountains 


being 


1 : - 
2 * 5 "2 5 2 * 
* 3 F 
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and pointed their treaſures” to the ſons of 
| art and induſtry. Perhaps this iſland” was | 

removed from the Britiſh: coaſt by ſome ſud- 
den inundation, but is 1 united in Gre 

of juriſdiction . i 
The cliffs diſcloſe a Variety of nt ; 
and at a diſtance, appear like fine veined 
maarble, the ruins of an ancient ſtately edi- 
ice, or the veſtige of ſome ſolemn temple; 
To a fertile imagination here is a noble ſub-. 
ject, and the painter's pencil might not be 
unaptly employed on the occaſion. The dies 
of the rainbow are not more diverſiſied; 4 
and ſuch a variety of ſhades and figures were W 
hardly ever delineated on the _— — or oy 
drawn on the woof of Perſia! 


3 


* Fine tap ly for Indian monarchs mate; | . 

Where colours glow, and ſhade ſeems loft in eue 

1s faint compar'd to Wight's ſurrounding hills, 
Lav'd by aide, and dy” pong rills:, +; 


| being brought forth, ap the everlaſting hills ? Or 
what the ſublime prophets affirms. of infinite wiſ- 
dom, in weighing he mountains in n {cales, and the 


Als in © baldnce'?. 
3 » 4 2 ELD, S 4 = FOLS 9 * n q dis Fx Nor 
8 2 
— 
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| Nor Paul's nor Hampton's dome can dies compare 
fo GOD was limner there ! ; 


But this ſcene flies faſt away from my fond 
imagination, and the ragged remains of rocks 
far projected into the ocean, claim my atten- 
tion. On the north is the paſſage called the 
fic frequently paſs. Theſe rocks form a gro- 
_ cefque row, and are the remains of that part 
of” the ifland which the rolling tide has 
waſhed away. In a few years more, theſe 

monuments of the tide's proweſs will pro- 
bably be ere obliterated, and no longer 
yoo zurther ** ne the 2 
"Sur theſe. romantic ata points 
quickly diſappear, and the ample foreſt, 
Where Rufus reſigned his breath, waves its 
"2 towering-trees to the gales, and nods its ne- 
ver- failing branches to invite our attentivn 
13 to the beautiful ſcene. a 
Here aſcend the lofty oaks, which 500 * 
| ſafe retreat to the ſwains ; and in due ſeaſon 
invite the feathered tribes to attune their na- 
tural notes, and mingle their paſſive praiſe to 


the 
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| the Creator, with the ſublimer notes of "A 


ings, who claim a rank —_— 8 


nal worſhippers. 


Theſe countleſs adamantine 88 —_ 


will be formed into the floating bulwarks of 


Britain, and oppofe their knotty planks t to 
| the enemy's moſt potent attacks. 


Alas! whilſt I am thus meditating, the 
rage of war begins to kindle in the weſtern - 
part of the world. Already thofe who long _ 


were friends to Britain, begin to caſt off her 
authority, and deem her laws an infringe- 
ment of their facred rights. The love of 
liberty already pervades the provinces of 


North-America, and all her people deter- 
mine to be free. When ſhall the days come 
when the floating eee ſhall be the vehi- 


cles of trade, and war ceaſe to the 'ends of 
the earth? When ſhall the ſulphurous flames 
ceaſe to kindle their rage, and all the infer- 


nal machines be laid afide? When ſhall the 
| whetted fwords and the glittering ſpears be 


turned into the implements of agriculture, 


— , 


and 


22 
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and men never meet with hateful 90 = 
learn the arts of war any. more? A | 
Oft, O venerable extenſive foreſ,, k A thy 
progeny been removed. from this beautiful 
ſcene, to raiſe the ſublime ſtructure, to ſwell 
the lofty dome, cover the magnificent palace, 
arch the hoſ] pitable hall, and ornament the 
ſpacious court of juſtice; to render the hall 
zof royal Rufas, who periſhed beneath thy 
boughs, to make his [ſuperb edifice a fit re- 
- ceptacle for kings when crowned, for peers 
at the ſolemn aſſize, and for judges in the 


amen of impartial juſtice. 


It was not long before we came within 
acht of Weymouth, a ſea · port in Dorſet- 
ſhire, which gives title to a noble Earl. Near 
its ſpacious harbour is the little iſle of Port- 
land, a rock of the beſt Britiſh marble, and 
the moſt durable. The huge blocks, ex- 


. trated from the bowels of this mount, have 
. compoſed ſome of the nobleſt works of art, 
in various parts of the kingdom, not too 


much removed from rivers and the ſea. Caſ- | 


| tles, churches, palaces, bridges, all owe their 
magnificence 
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 magnificence and ſtrength to this rock. Here 
the! ingenious artificer is afforded ample em- 
ploy for all his mechanical powers. Here 
the curious maſon finds materials for the ope- 
ration of his chizzel, and ſcope for all his 
kill in the art of architecture, in forming 
the rough and unpoliſhed blocks into co- 
lumns, cornices, baſes, capitals, heroes, mo- 
narchs, gods and goddeſſes; or famed in an- 
cient fables, or feigned in modern ſtory. 
The ſwelling dome, the ſolid tower, the 
royal palace, the ſublime pinnacle, the ſo- 
lemn temple, all ariſe to the ſight, in the 
great metropolis, as monuments of the riches 
of this rock. | a th R 
As we fail along the a the . 
hills of Dorſetſhire, whitened with the fleecy 
flacks, diſplay a delightful ſcene, and ſlope 
towards the ocean, that the paſſing mariners 
may have a proſpect to greater adyantage, 
In theſe flocks conſiſt the chief riches of the 
land. Theſe annually yield their argent 
cloathing, of more true yalue than the gol- 
den fleece famed i in Ovid. Theſe employ the 
Vor- III. E numerous 
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numerous induſtrious artizans, and ſet all the 
«whirling wheels on motion. Theſe yield the 
woof to the wiley weaver, and fill the ſhut- 
tle that he throws acroſs the loom like the 
Hghtening's flaſh—Ah! my days are like a 
weaver's ſhuttle, and like the pleaſant ſhips 
that fail with winged ſpeed around the coaſt. 
| Yonder hills, which now begin to ſhow their 
diminiſned dimenſions, appear to fly away 
with all their flocks and green paſtures ; and 
alas! the land, he land of 11 nativity is 
loſt! 

The captain obſerving me in a muſing 
manner, afked what particularly claimed my 
ſeeming, ſo ſerious attention? He Tooked on 
my book, received an anſwer, and brought 
me a large map of Great Britain, pointing to 
the ſpot where we were ſailing, and aſſuring 
me that we ſhould ſoon ſee the coaſt of De- 
yonſhire. 1 

Accordingly, after Ae, the Devonial 
hills and dales appeared. The mountains at 
the firſt were but dimly ſeen, and ſeemed 


like clouds ariſing row the ſea in variegated 
e 
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ſhapes; but. they ſoon grew more familiar, 
. raiſing their huge rude PT to adorn the 
ene W 
Between two of theſe lokry mountains a 
| chryſtal river rolls on in a winding-courſe to 
the ſea. It paſſes a little rural village, which 
ſeems to be of nature's own contrivance in its 
building, and excels the power of imitation as 
to its delightful ſcite. The corn fields on each 
ide ſlope to the hills, and riſe with ſo gra · 
dual an aſcent in a kind of concave, that the 
ſummit may be gained without much fa- 
tigue. I view a little Gothic pariſh church 
in the ſcene, which raiſes an humble tower. 
The grottos and gardens on the hills are ſur- 
priſingly grand, and appear to my fond fancy 
more noble and deſirable, than all that I ever 
-conceived of the ne W of Ba- 
bylon. 
But this ſcene is too eededtery to be de- 
ſcribed. Whilſt Jam writing this imper- 
beet Keich, all its ative glories fade in my 
eye, and, at laſt, entirely diſappear. Other 
ſublime mountains, and flowery vales, ap- 
proach my ſight, and cauſe me to lament the 


S 8. leſs 


76 THE KENTISH CURATE; 


Teſs for the loſs of the paſt ſcene. I ſee the 
reapers employing their ſickles in the field, 
and binding the ſheaves with gladneſs in the 
ripe harveſt. I have juſt taken up the cap- 
cain's teleſcope, and am reviewing the ruſtics 

amidſt the golden grain. The nymphs and 
wains are merrily at work, and their labor 
is lightened by the proſpect of harveſt home. 
How delightful-to them muſt be the cooling 
breezes of the fouth from the ſea amidſt their 
_ « Feſtivity ? How pleaſant the proſpe& from 
_theſe yellow fields of the ſhips of traffic, as 
they glide along the channel, and ſpread their 
canvaſs wings to the winds ? But how aw- 
= ful and tremendous the ſcene which my ima- 
f gination anticipates, when theſe veſſels, la- 
den with the goods of the merchants, or 
freighted with the richeſt rarities of the eaſt 
and weſt, ſhall be changed to the auxiliaries 
of war, to accompany the ON brazen- 

bottomed bulwarks of Britain? 25, 

We paſſed Torbay, memorable for the 
hes our dread deliverer, King William 

the n who Was . 55 heaven as a 

612 if i | ſcourge 
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ſcourge to tyranny, and the defender of Bri- 
tiſh freedom. It was in this harbor the hero 
landed, on November 4, 1688, and met the 
welcome of every well-wiſher of the Proteſ- 
tant religion and real liberty. In his advance 
to the metropolis, the tyrant trembled, look- 
ed up and read his deſtiny in the clouds; ſaw 
his acts weighed in the golden ſcale; beheld. 
himſelf kick the beam, being found e 
and made a precipitate retreat! 


The race of Naſſau was by heaven deſign'd; 
- Tocurb the proud oppreſſors of mankind ;- 
Jo bind the.tyrants of the earth with laws, 
| And fight in ev'ry injur d nation's cauſe, . 
The world's great Patriots og, g 
| {0 | £A'DDISON,- 
The various ſcenes exhibited, as we failed | 
round the coaſt, filled my mind with the ut- 
moſt ſenſation of gratitude. to the great pa- 
rent of nature, who has thus bounteoully be- 
ſtowed his bleflings on Britain, and poured 
joy and gladneſs into the hearts of all his 
waiting family. But the ſun is faſt ſetting 
beneath the weſtern mountains, which yet 


E 3 preſent: 


„ 5 : 
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preſerit themſelves between us and the ny 
- and all theſe ſcenes will ſoon be ET"? in 
the ſhades of night. 

The ſhepherds are driving down their ey 
flocks to the vallies; the reapers are retiring 
from the corn fields with ſhouts of joy, and 
the ſailors are conduQting our * mer the 
Sound of Plymouth, 1 

At the mouth of this Sound js a rock in 
the ſea, on the ſummit of which is a light- 
houſe, with watchmen, to bid the mariners 
beware of danger. The lengthened twilight 
opens adelightful view of Mount Edgecombe, 
with the church and Maker Tower on its 
top, and the ſeat of the noble Lord who bor- 
rows his title from the hill, and his ſpacious 
park on the declivity. We anchored cloſe 
by Drake's iſland, and then I accompanied 
the captain on ſhore to the town, and ſtaid 
three days, inwhich time I ſurveyed the dock, 
which is at a conſiderable diſtance, and every 
thing reckoned curious around Plymouth. 

I failed with my friend up the Hamoaze, 
and went over to Mount Edgecombe, which 

of ; preſents 
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preſents a fine proſpect of the country, the 
Sound and the ſea, A more augult ſcene is 
hardly exhibited in the vaſt volume of nature: 
Maker Tower is a kind of obſervatory ſta- 
tion, from which the operation of an ap- 
proaching enemy is eaſily diſcovered, and of 
which the ſpectator gives notice to the garri- 
| fon, dock, and ſhips, in the Sound and river, 
by hanging out certain ſignificant balls. 
Alas! ſhould. again horrible war ſpead its 
wide domain, as in paſt days of danger, how 
will the ſcene be changed? I cannot help 
again anticipating ſuch a coming calamity, 
when theſe | villages, around this glorious: 
proſpect, will be deſpoiled of their dwellers. 
Alas! the ruſtic - hinds, who lately directed 
the plough ; the ſwains who tended their 
ſheep, and. the reapers who bended their ſick- 
les, may ſoon be forced to-leave their fami- 
lies and. flocks, to oppoſe the enemy on the 
ocean. Who then ſhall ſow theſe fertile 
fields? The verdant Spring will miſs its la- 
bourers ; the Summer looſe its ſwains, and 
Autumn, on its return from the ſouthern he- 
E 4 miſphere;. 


- 
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. miſphere, will find few to gather its ſtores, 


| putting i into Plymouth, was to take on board 
two young ladies of New England, who, with 
their uncle, had been on a viſit to their friends 
in Devonſhire, This the captain informed 
me of one evening amidſt his hilarity, at a 
houſe in the town where he uſually called, 
hen on ſhore, at that port; and at the ſarme 
time told me, that the ladies were both heireſ- 
ſes of large fortunes, and wanted nothing 
in the world but a and children to 


to heap the copious horn, or fill the lap of 
plenty, except the aged fathers, lamenting 


3 and diſconſolate maidens. 


Ve ſeats of rural joy and pureſt pleaſure, 


where, O where then will be your wonted feſ- 


tivity and uſual hilarity ? In the populous 


| towns the looms of the buſy artizans ſtand 


fill, and all the wheels of induſtry ceaſe to 


roll. The ſons of diligence. are dragged 


away from their native homes, and perhaps 


may never return to their widowed wives and 


weeping children. x 20 
I diſcovered that the principal cauſe of our 


sib a, play 
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play with. He ſmiled when he ſo ſaid, and- 

aſked me if 1 was already engaged ? I re-- 
turned no. anſwer, and ſo we waited upon the E 
fair ones and the uncle, and ſupped with: 
them, 8 8 

One of the ladies! wit name was 'Elea- 

nora, was one of the moſt amiable perſons of 
her ſex. I had ever ſeen, and a girl of good 
ſenſe, and good temper. The captain was 
pleaſed to joke with me in her preſence; the 

uncle was alſo merry on thè occaſion; but i: 
remained paſſive, and ſuffered them to ſay” 

what they pleaſed; for my tender affections 
were already fixed on a fair one. The dear 

Maria, whoſe amiable perſon is never loſt to. 
my idea, even in the dreary ſhades of night, 
alone inſpires me with the pleaſing proſpect 

of future felicity, and fills my fond fancy 
with pureſt j Joy. The nymphs of Cornwall 

are fair; the damſels of Devonſhire are truly 

amiable ; and Eleanora, who in my eye ſur- 

paſſes them all in beauty, and every deſirable 
accompliſhment, is charming, and uncom- 

monly handſome; but Maria alone attracts . 
„„ 


my 
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my aka al 4 8 of Eve around 
her cannot cauſe me to ſwerve from my con- 
| ſtant purpoſe of porſying the adorable damſel 
= to the New- World. 8 i at's 
However, the fair Americans, with gel 
uncle, who was a planter in the Maſſachu- 
ſets-Bay, attended us on board, having pre- 
viouſly conveyed their goods to the ſhip. 
The other paſſengers , bound to Boſton, 
breakfaſted with us in the cabin, whilſt the 
failors were heaving anchor. We ſet fail 


about ten o clock, and before noon got out ot 
the Sound, and began to coaſt around Corn- 


wall. ol ME 
As the day was rather calm, we made but 

little way till towards evening, when we 
came within ſight of the Land's End, and 
paſſed the Lizard rocks a little off that 
point. A very briſk breeze aroſe about ſun- 
fet, which increaſed much at the cloſe of 
twilight, when the wind ſhifted ſuddenly 
round to the ſouth weſt, and drove us back 


towards the coaſt. 
It 
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It arols no to a moſt violent and dread- 
ful ſtorm, accompanied with thunder and: 
lightening, which did not ſo much frighten: 
the ladies as I expected, as they had been uſed” 
to the ſea, and ſuch ſtorms and tempeſts upon 
land, more than Britain is nn viſited 
with. „ 
| Darkneſs being alſo arrived at its dai the- 2 
captain mueh dreaded being driven upon the 
rocks; and attempted to prevent that dan- 
ger, by uſing every means in his power, until 
the impetuous hurricane deſpoiled the veſſel 
of her maſts and rigging, and leſt it a naked 
Hulk, like the ark of Noah; to float upon the 
| boiling billo ws. 
There was not · a ſingle ſtar to be diſcovered; 
in the ſky, and all the light we had was from 
the waring elements. The waves toſſed the : 
| ſhip from ſide to fide, from ſtem to ſtern ſo- 8 
furiouſly, that it was impoſſible to keep a 
light in the cabin or the hold. | 
| Amidſt this dreadful commotion; I exhort- 
ae ld the company in the cabin, to have imme 
diate recourſe to ſolemn and fervent prayer, 
| to 


- 
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to the awful Ruler of the raging fea, in 
whoſe hands are the iſſues of life, and who 
claims the ſole privilege of wearing, at his 
girdle, the keys of hell and of death. © 
Few arguments were needful to enforce 
my ſerious advice ; all preſent were inſpired 
with a ſudden ſolemnity, and all joined - with 
me in an extempore prayer, perhaps the moſt 
earneſt and SN that I ever put up to 
heaven. #2 PTL” 2 | 
I ſoon found 7 wind at 55 and could 
5 entirely confide in that 'over-ruling Provi- 
dence which can bring the greateſt good out 
of preſent evil. I was enabled to aſcend 
above the dread of death, and all the terrors 
of that gloomy tyrant; for God, my faithful 
ſhepherd, was with me amidſt the tempeſt 
and high-riſing waves, and his friendly rod 
comforted me upon the turbulent ocean. 
Ihe furious ſtorm continued for ſeveral 
hours; and indeed J had given up all hopes of 
' being ſaved from the devouring deep. Even 
then, my dear Maria hung upon my heart. 
I imagined in my mind that ſhe alſo might be 
in 


| 
ö 
| 
| 
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in the ſame predicament, at the preciſe time; 
or perhaps had already ſunk beneath. the 
foaming \ſurge- O kindeſt heaven; if the de. 
lightful virgin, whoſe virtues the angels moſt 
4 admire, is ſtill within the reach of prayer, | 
; ©/all-bountiful: heaven, guard her in theaw- 
ful hour, and ſuſtain her fainting heart 
amidſt the war of elements, the how ling t tem. 
| paſs and the troubled waves? 
At length it pleaſed the Sapbeme, Geer 
nor of nature to calm the tempeſt, and make 
the ſea ſtand ſtill: The moon, which was 
about the full, broke out from a cloud; and 
diſcovered the adjacent coaſt of Cornwall, 
which cauſed the ſailors to throw out their 
Rn line Kr, and then np” an- | 
chor- 167 5 0 1 Fs 
The veſſel e except t the loſs of the fats and 
rigging, ſuſtained but little damage ; all the 
proviſion was ſtill fafe and uninjured; and 
bleſſed be God, who heard our ſupplications, 
there was not a life loſt, | 
- The American sf feemed to be a per- 
fon of a ſerious caſt, and earneſtly deſired me, 


to 


— — oo Ay A. — _ 22 — _ 
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to give out an hymn, return thanks to tlie 
Almighty for the great deliverance, and at- 
tempt a ſuitable diſcourſe for the ſolemn.oc- 


caſion. I was urged by the captain and the 


ladies to perform the pleaſing taſk ;, and the 
ſailors, who had no maſts left them to climb, 
came round me with an eagerneſs der ha 
expreſſed. n 

Having mada, a Gena of eee v we were 
ſurrounded by boats about midnight. The 
fiſhermen imagined that they were coming in 
for their. ſhares. of. the ſuppoſed-ſhipwreck ; 
but we ſoen convinced them of their error, 


and. perſuaded them to aſſiſt us (the captain, 


ladies, their uncle, and myſelf,) in reaehing 
to ſhore... I found now that Kenneth:Cock- 
burn was conſiderably hurt by the fall of one 
of the maſts,” having one of his legs much 
bruiſed, He attended us: to the village on the 
beach, and. the reſt of the paſſengers remained 
on board with the other ſailors. N 
Early in the morning a worthy Baronet of 
Cornwall came to us; and, like the humane 
chief of Cuba to Columbus, offered to do any 
thing 
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thing in his power to aſſiſt us, and repair our 
loſs. He inſiſted upon our immediate atten · 
dance at his ancient manſion in the vicinity of 
the village. The captain would have de- 
clined the generous invitation, but no ex- 
cuſes would do; his chariot was in waiting; 
he ordered it to be drawn up to the door; 
and, conducting the ladies and their unele up 
to the ſeat, he himſelf aſcended the box, or- 
dered the eaptain and me to get up behind, 
and ſo drove us to the hall, 

We all got down, and were welcomed into 
the houſe by the Baronet's lady and two 
daughters. The good-natured gentleman 
ordered tea, and we breakfaſted with his fa- 
mily, whilft the captain was deſcribing the 
dreadful ſtorm that had threatened death and 
deſolation to our company and veſfel, _ 

«© Come,” ſaid the worthy Baronet, with 
a full flow of gladneſs beaming in his eyes, 
and ſmiling on his countenance, ** you ſhall 
ſail no farther this day, but drop your anchor 
at my homely habitation. This day I am re- 
| folved to devote to mirth and decent feſtivity. 

| Is 


% l 
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It is The -firſt of Auguſt; old * andthe 
twelfth according to the new account. As 
ahi day the firſt of the en royal fa. 
a -acceded. to, the rule of theſe” realms. 
Thidday; afecrithar half a century had paſſed, 

hs againe made remarkable by the birth of 
A rince of Wales, who is now advancing on 


4 - 10 manhood ;. on which preciſe. day alſo ſeve- 


enons events took place. It was on 
a day the famous battle of Minden was 
fought, when victory, notwithſtanding the 
paſſive diſpoſit ion of a certain general officer, 
declared for our allies. And might I men- 
tion, after ſuch big events, one which more 
immediately concerns myſelf, I would inform 
vou that I was born on a firſt of Auguſt, 
long before the ſtyle was altered“. 
The manner in which he expreſſed theſe 
N words, threw the whole company into a fit 
ol. general joy, which we all endeavored to 
expreſs by congratulatians on bis arrival to 
the beginning of another ear. He aſſured 


tte captain and the reſt of us, that we 
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| night, a FIT if we pleaſedy/or till the vef⸗ 
ſel could be refitted and ready to fail, But,“ 
ſaid he, . you muſt get your ſhip, captain, 
towed round to Penzance, and there you will 
find ſhipwrights enough to reſtore the maſts 
and others to renew the riggi ng. 
« And if, Sir, you are ſhort of 1 or 
if not,” continued he, “ an hundred guineas 
are now at your ſervice; for 1 know what 
i is to meet diſaſters myſelf, and can . bet- 
ter feel for the woes of others.” 
Tube ladies ſeemed quite er with 
the Baronet's bountiful overtures; and we all, 
| without the leaſt ceremony, joined the cele- 
brity of the day. We walked with the fa- 
mily round the park, icy returned to a moſt 
| magnificent repaſt, when "a" neighboring 
ſquire, his ſon and daughter, were added to 
the company. After dinner the ladies re- 
tired; the wine, and all the choice liquors of 
the manſion were brought forth. We drank 
the Baronet's health in bumpers, and the 
village ſwains and virgins, who had alſo a ſu- 
2 perb enen allotted Fer danced on 
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the \ green graſp plate befor. the hoſpitable 


Ace hues. of mukeiens a lhe 
eee I ſpoke to the maſter of 
the band, and found him an ingenious perſon, 
when I propoſed to ſurprize the worthy Ba- 
ronet with ſome lines ſuited to the day, pro- 
vided he would undertake to ſet them to 
muſic, and ſo add to the performance. | This 
the muſician undertook, and the following 
arethe "m which I wrote, I may ſafely ſay 

» However, indifferent they may 
appears. 1 have ventuxed to preſent them to 
the. reader unaltered, as a ſmall teſtimony of 
1 for the unmerited bounty of the 
Corniſh Baronet ; and as s they poſſibly may 
again ſurpriae that gentleman when he be- 
holds them in this narrative, and learns 
that they were een of the Tov 
e, Hie gan note 

is "ud n the human kind, 


TP  MayF-——aife contentment find, 
And long the happy huſband prove: 
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; May mutual love, pure friendſhip ne er decay, 
- Whilſt, thus the happy pair keep Brunſwick's ſolemn 


day. * 
Each natal morn ſhall yield new joy, 
Amid the pleaſanteſt employ 


That pure philanthrophy can ſhow 1 ; 
The days, the months, the years that roll, | 
Bring balmy bleſſings to that foul, 

Can feel another's won. | 


Immaculate are ſuch joys—and never fade, | 

Baut a8 old age advances, Kill increaſe; 
| Bleſt are the ways that wiſdom does per vade, 
For all het flow'ry peerleſs paths are peace. 

| FFhou emanation of the Gd © © > 
| Ih mankind. are ſpread abroad, £55 8 x 
enen thee whe vio weeps, 
And cafts the tuneful lyre away 
But pleaſure beams whene er a W-—n keeps _ 
With thee the harmleſs merry feſtive day. 


Tis Fempathy completes Heaven's perfect plan 
Without it, ev'n the monarch is not man. 
To day it reigns, to day let all proclaim | 

That ſympathy and W n are the fame. 


we 


During our ſtay in the Baronet's houſe, I 
| believe 
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believe I might have made overtures of love 
- to his eldeſt daughter with ſucceſs. Eleanora 
watched me very cloſely ; but whatever end 
either of theſe ladies might have in view, I 
was reſolved to follow my dear Maria, who 
alone, I thought, was calculated to make me 
happy. 1 had ſeveral jaunts with the ladies 
about the weſt part of the country, and fre- 
quent opportunities of informing myſelf of 
the diſpoſition of our worthy. benefactor. In- 
deed he took conſiderable notice of me at. all 
times, and talked freely when he had drank 
his third glaſs aſter ſupper. But he obſerved 
me extremely backward in my approaches 
to the lady, and therefore did not chooſe to 
be too plain upon a fubje& which delicacy 
and decorum united to divert him from. 

Our veſſel was carried round to the ſea- 
port, and hands were immediately employed 
to repair its loſs. We agreed that it would 
be toe much an Intruſion on good nature to 
continue conſtantly at the Baronet's houſe 


the e whole e, and therefore. remoyed to | 
| the 
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the town, occaſionally. calling on him and 
his family, as long as we remained on ſhore. 
Within a month the veſſel was thoroughly 
repaired 5 poor Cockburn was better; we firſt 
embarked the things which we had brought 
on ſhore, and then, taking our leave of our 
humane friend, and promiſing to call upon 
him whenever we ſhould return to England, 
and come to the weſtern corner of the coun- 
try, we all again got on board, and ſoon ſet 
ſail from port, to eroſs the great Atlantic 
ocean. . ee bo 
And now my native land, eyen at noon 
day, is loſt entirely to my proſpect, and no- 
thing appears around me but the wide ocean, 
a ſea which ſeems without a ſhore, 1 was 
the only perſon on board who had never been 
before at ſea, and out of the ſight of land for 
a long ſeaſon. I felt almoſt as much, and my 
reaſon was nearly the ſame, as the ſailors 
did, who attended Columbus from Spain over 
this weſtern deep. I ſhed a tear like our 
firſt parents, when forced forth from Eden, 
but ſoon wiped my eyes, and put on as chear- 
: xl 
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Ful a courage as I could before the fair ladies, 
. who n in earn in rom * 
| This voyage to me, at the Sas en 
5 ago and irkſome' to the higheſt degree, 
although the captain-endeavored to-make eve- 
ry thing as agreeable as he could; but after 
having failed about three weeks, it became 
quite pleaſant and agreeable. There was but 
little matter afforded on board for ſpeculati- 
on, and all the incidents worth notice, which 
| happened for the three months we were 
upon the ocean, might be compriſed in half 
2:page ofithis narrative; or as the 22 188 is, 
be crammed into a nutſhelI. 
I officiated as chaplain all the voyage, hay- 
ing taken orders upon me in the time of a ter- 
rible peſt. The company were exceeding ſo- 
ciable. Wedared ſumptnouſly at firſt; but 
the proviſion being damaged, failed us in 
longitude 60 deg. and we were on ſhort al- 
Jowance ſeveral days, before we arrived at 
Boſton. harbor, where we met a plentiful ſup- 
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ply before we went on hore in the New 
World: {I i. 

The Hinder was ig ſet in, 1 the 
ſnow lay deep around the coaſt; fo that the 
land of America was not ſo inviting to me, 
as it was to the firſt diſcoverers, who getting 
into harbor in the hep agg he beheld a 
more agreeable ſcene; - h 
Many have been at a loſs to account for 

the cold being more intenſe in the northern 
parts of America, than in countries in Eu- 
rope under the ſame degree of latitude; but 
when it ĩs confidered, that whilſt the 'Herci- 
nian foreſt overſhadowed part of Germany 
and Poland, et was much colder chan i it 
is at preſent. e 

The cauſe of the erer coldneſs of Ama 
Tica is owing” to the vaſt quantity of wood 
which overſpreads the country, and which 


both collects vapours, and excludes from the | 


earth the rays of the ſun. Whenever the 
moraſſes ſhall be drained, the foreſts cut 
down, and the ſoil cultivated | in n the 


air will become more temperate, 
cc Canada 
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Canada, at this day,” ſays an ingenious 


writer, © is an exact picture of ancient Ger- 
many. Although ſituated in the ſame paral- 
el with the fineſt provinces of France and 
England, that country experiences the moſt 
rigorous cold. The river St. Laurence is 
regularly frozen, in a ſeaſon when the wa- 
ters of the Seine ion ames are uſually 
free from ice, d Fade nach 
But though — froſt prevailed; in. this 
| province, yet the blood of the inhabitants 
woas warmed to an exceſs, on account of cer- 
= tain acts of the Britiſh. parliament, : which 
= - Wore highly obnoxious to all ranks of men. 

1 17 The natives looked hack, and took a re- 
troſpective view of the ſeveral years ſince the 
concluſion of the war with F rance,and Spain. 

The Stamp-act followed the Reſtraining bill; 

and that being at length repealed for the ſake 
of peace, left the people with 3 diſpoſition, to 
| oppoſe every innovation of government. The 

Tea- act was paſſed in parliament in the be- 


Sinning of 177 355 and gave infinite umbrage 
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ding of theſe Indian herbs which were taxed. 
Many of the inhabitants, diſguiſed like Mo- 
hawk Indians, boarded the ſhips, and ſoon 
diſcharged their cargoes of tea into the ocean, 
without doing any other damage, or offering 
any injury to the captains or their ſhips. 
The civil and military government; the fort 
of Caſtle-William, and the armed ſhips in 
the harbour, were totally inactive at the time 
of this dangerous outrage. __ oo 

6 What made the people of Boſton the 
more violent on this occaſion, was becauſe 
the tea was conſigned to the ſon of Gover- 
nor Hutchinſon. It will not be amiſs to re- 
mind ſuch of my readers who have read, and 

inform thoſe that have not, of the diſcoyery 
of a tranſaction which threw the whole pro- 
vince of the Maſſachuſet s: bay into a fer- 
ment. 

% Governor Hutchinſon wrote ſome = 
fdential letters, during the courſe of the 
unhappy diſputes with the mother country, 
to the miniſtry of Britain. Theſe letters, 
J believe, were indited from feeling, and "'Y 

Vol. III. VCC ſtrong 
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 flrong convietiol of the facts ſtated, relative | 
fo the general di kd tete of che ele in 5 
Lox at province. — 

e On the death of a gentleman, i in whoſe 
been theſe letters happened to be lodged, | 
they, by ſome means, fell into the hands of 
the Colony's agent, who immediately tranf- 
- ferred them to the aſſembly of that e 
then fitting at — 

e The rage which theſe letters excited on 
the fide of the Colonifts i is not to be expreſ- 
Fd. The houſe of repreſentatives paſſed ma- 
bent reſolations, beſides a petition and 
"remonſtratice to his Majeſty, in which they 
charged the Governor and Lieutenant-Go- 
vertior, with being betrayers of their truſts, 

and of the people whom they governed.” 

be Whole talk of the people of Boſton | 
on my arrival was of the taxes, the tea, tar- 
ing and feathering the exciſemen, and ſuch 


like topics. Alas! faid T to myſelf, T am fal- 


len into this place in evil days, and among 


evil tongues, as Milton expreſſes himſelf. 


But what have 1 to go with theſe diſputes ? 
N Re came b 


22 


THE KEN TISH CURATE., 99 


I came over the wide ſea to ſeek my parents, 
and to find out my dear Maria ; ; and I have 


letters from Dr. Pedigree to Lord Percy, 
who is juſt arrived here, with General Gage, 
the new Governor of this province. 

1 remained cloſe in the town till the ſpring, 
employing myſelf in writing ſeveral pieces of 
a ſerious nature, 'I grew acquainted with 
ſome of the leading men in the province, who 
ſounded me relative to my political princi- 
ples, and endeayored to perſuade me to ſettle 
amongſt them. 1 found them people of ex 
cellent ſenſe and acute underſtanding; but I 
was but little diſpoſed as yet to give a 40 
five anſwer. ; 

I was ſoon after appointed an e to 
one of the Preſbyterian miniſters of the 
town, and greatly improved myſelf as a 
preacher by frequent practice. The people 

here will not be put off with dry and languid 
ſermons; but expect ſuch as ariſe from the 
moſt awakened ſenſibility, and the ſtrong feel- 
ings of a heart actuated by truth and ſince- 

rity. But, alas! many of the Provincials, I 
FED Ca. Found, 
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found, ſoured by politics, and Wanders quite 
moroſe with having reſolved to thwart * 
the meaſures of government. 
The Committee of Correſſ pondence at Boſ- 
N ton, this ſummer, entered into a folemn 
| league and covenant, wherein the ſubſcribers, 
in the moſt awful manner, bound themſelves, 
as in the preſence of God, to ſuſpend all 
commercial intercourſe with Great Britain, 
from the laſt day of Auguſt, until the Boſ- 
ton Port-bill, and the other laws made by 
Parliament, in conſequence of the outrages 
committed by the populace, and the raſh re- 
ſolutions of the aſſembly, ſhould be repealed. 
8 length a General Congreſs was eſta- 
| bliſhed, and the flame ſpread over the pro- 
vinces; and thoſe who remained loyal to their 
ſovereign, were threatened with confiſcation 
of lands, goods, and every ſpecies of proper- 
ty, with the baniſhment of their perſons from 
the provinces. 
I waited upon Lord Percy, preſented. my 
letters from Dr, Pedigree, and was civilly re- 
ceived. His Lordſhip was upon tolerable 
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good terms with the inhabitants; and in com- 
| pany of the other officers, ſpent the time 
amidſt that gaiety and hilarity which charac- 
teriſes military gentlemen. The ſhips of 
war now ſurrounded the harbour. Boſton was 
no longer a free port, nor the ſeat of the aſ- 
ſembly, which was removed to Salem. 
Having peruſed my letters, his Lordſhip 
was pleaſed to aſſure me that I might depend 
upon all the aſſiſtance in his power, promiſing 
to write to the Governor of South Carolina, 
to make the neceſſary enquiry relative to my 
father and mother, Mean. while he was 
pleaſed to procure me an appointment to a 
chaplainſhip on board one of the ſhips in the 
harbour, at leaſt for the preſent, without any 
enquiry into my being ordained. This office 
was a mere fine cure, and required but very 
little attendance. But the-Britiſh officers on 
board were but ill ealculated for my compa- 
nions, as I had not acquired the genteel mode 
of ſwearing, which they were adepts ins 
Neither was I addicted to drinking; and as ts 
| gaming, I was deemed a downright idiot, as 
F ; I knew. 
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I knew riot even the names of the cards, and 
much leſs the uſe of the dice box. e 
T viſited Eleanora and her ſiſter at [Cons 


cord, and ſpent ſeveral weeks with her uncle 
at his plantation, before the winter came 
on. Here I received ſufficient informa- 


tion of the proceedings of the Provincials, 
and gained the moſt accurate intelligence 
of their deſigns: not with the leaſt view, 


however, to injure their cauſe; for I be- 


gan to conſider them as an oppreſſed people, 
who oppoſed the miniſtry upon the principle 
alone of ins cee and hs lors of li- 


dert y. 


1 Bes bben marvelled that the Aint 
ſhould ſuffer a people to proſper in their war- 
like operations, who are inimical to his laws, 


moſt tremendious name, at which the devil 
trembles. When we take a ſurvey of a Bri- 
tiſh man of war, we cannot help comparing 
it to the infernal regions, where blacker blaſ- 
phemies cannot be uttered. But when we 
b to this the cruelty that 1 is conſtantly prac- 
5 | | ied 


© 
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riſed on board, upon innocent men who have 
been dragged away from their families and 


friends, the fraudulent ſchemes and manœuvres 


of many of the officers, in point of oppreſ- 


ſing the poor fellows, and the horrid ſeverity 


| which is uſed on board by the boatſwains, and 


 fach ſeared ſcoundrels in office, we ſhall not 


he able to refrain from exclaiming, Can the 

pit of Pandemonium produce. more merci- 
_ [Jeſs monſters? 

Avaunt, ye floating tophets, haunts of fiends 


Incarnate; ; fable as the ſhades of night! 
- Horrors unheard 1 in you. perpetual reign; 


Nor hell beneath can match your barbarous ſons: 
Nor ſavages beneath the burning zone, 


Who gainſt humanity remain at war, 


And ſteal the infant ſuckling from the breaſt, 


And laughing ſhut their ears gainſt human cries, 
Traders i in human ſouls on Afric's ſhore, 


No more we ſhudder at your horrid deeds;. 

No more recount your acts that ſhame the ſun, 

As looking downright on the ſcorched plain, 

He hides his glorious face beneath a cloud, 
Till the vile felons rob him of his ſons. - 


No more of cannibals, whoſe ſanguine teeth 


1 Devour 


* 
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'Devour the image of the Great Supreme 

ot ancient Druids no more, ye bards/, 
No more recount their human ſacrifice ; 

Cæſar, the famed Cæſar, them eras d 

From hell's black pages, and their names expunged 
3 From nature's book !—O for a Cæſar now, 

Gen roc to form a race of warlike Britains, 
Endo d with noble ſouls, and feeling hearts 
For ndw a race of ſavage impious =—_—_ 
- Viurp the throae of reaſan, 


. Come ye fond declaimers in favor of human 
. dignity, ye who make modern man but a lit- 
tle lower than the angels, come on board one 
ol the ſhips of war lying off Boſton harbour, 
and ſhew us a ſpecimen of your glorious crea- 
tures, if you can! Let others celebrate the 
' bravery of——officers, if they pleaſe; I will 
not palliate the matter. The ſouls of ſuch [ 
| have found morecallous than the horſes hoof; 
nor are the ſavages in the remoteſt regions 
moge cruel and barbarous! _ 
The ſame obſervation may juſtly be ak 
of the military, Is it not moſt amazing that 
a navy or army (I repeat the expreſſion) thus 


inimical to the . ſhould go over to 
„ 55 | Boſton 
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Boſton againſt the be a pious „ 


ple, and think of proſpering ? 


What Milton ſays of Iſrael, on their hays 


ing recourſe to Baalim and Aſtaroth, I leave 
the above gentlemen to apply, when in the 
purſuit of. their luſts, and 1 in the acts of cru 
elty: 


For theſe the race of Iſrael oft forſook 

Their living ſtrength, and unfrequented left 
His righteous altar, bowing lowly down 
To beaſteal gods; for which their heads as lau 
Bow'd down in battle, funk before the _ 


| af deſpicable Foes, 
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HILST the people os 6:4 province 
were conſidering - the manners of the 


military as highly nefarious, they were ſuf- 
fered to ripen for a general revolt. The act 


| of parliament, which eſtabliſhed the Roman- 


Catholic religion in Canada, came juſt in the 


nick of time to heighten their diſguſt. That 
unpopular manceuvre of the Engliſh miniſtry 


was never attended with the deſired effect of 


” is ſtiring up the Canadians againſt the Provin- 


cials; on the other hand, it proved the moſt 
effeual means of alienating the minds of his 


Majeſty's ſubjects from an attachment to his 


| dF 2077 


1 . to be * upon Lord | Percy 
when 
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when he received the news of his being again 
returned inember for Weſtminſter, after a 
long ſtraggle, in which his Lordſhip was op- 
| poſed by Lord Mahon, Lord Mountmorris, 
and Humphry Coates, ſupported by Samuel 
Houſe the publican, and all kinds of patriots. 
His Lordſhip was liberal to the ſoldiers on 
the occaſion. The town's people alſo were 
partakers of the general joy, and the whole 
winter paſſed away without much being of- 
fered by either the Provinciale or the King's 
troops. 

The winter this year being ont. long : 
and ſevere, obliged me to continue in Boſton, - 
and poſtpone my intended journey to Phila- 
delphia. 1 had wrote to Charles-town, in 
South Carolina; and though my letter was 
accompanied by one from Lord Perey to the 
governor of that province, I never received 
any anſwer; ſo that all my fond hopes of 
meeting my parents were obliterated. 

My duty, as chaplain on board the ſhip of 
war in Boſton harbour, required but little at- 
tendance, and did not hinder my frequent 
| excurſions 


7 
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== - excurſions to Concord; on viſits to the uncle 
of Eleanora. I kept up a eonſtant familiarity | 
wuith this worthy planter, who ſtrove much 
j ; d8o perſuade me to ſettle in the province, and 
remain as neutral as poſſible during the com- 
| ing ſtorm of war and blood-ſhed, which re- 
1 | - quired no ſaperior wiſdom to forefee. But I 
. * waved his kind propoſal for the 
preſent, and. ſo ſoon became involved in ma- 
| | nydireful calamities, which] now pow to 
__ relate. 
The Provincial Cages were lung at 
this place, concerting means to emancipate 
the people from the threatened taxation. 
© Theſe people the next ſpring were ripe for a 
general inſurrection, having provided a large 
quantity of military ſtores, and become ex- 
- _ - pert in the manuel exerciſe, Many of the 
1 royal ſoldiers, weary of being cloſely confined 
zin Boſton, had deſerted the ſervice, and met 
encouragement from the Congreſs to mingle 
with the militia, I became well I 
with theſe deſigns, and conſidered it as my 
e duty to appriſe Lord Percy of what 
1 kad 
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EY I had obſerved. A fatal ſtupor, however, ap- 


peared to pervade the Britiſh officers; for 


they were engaged in fports and paſs- times; 
almoſt perpetually acting tragedies, comedies, 
and farces in the town; eating, drinking, and 
making merry, whilſt the Provincials were 
preparing to oppoſe them. 5 

But the moſt inſenſible muſt be Wi "OM 
time or other, for their own ſafety. Gene- 
ral Gage, being a little alarmed at the news 
which he might eaſily have anticipated, at 
length began to enquire-into the truth of the 
report; and, finding it but too well founded, 
ſent a detachment of troops from Boſton, by 
ſea, to deſtroy the arms of the Provincials, 
_ and try to ſeeure Adams and Hancock, for 
whoſe heads he . offered a conſide- 
rable reward. | 

This detachment confiſted of a body of 
troops, with the grenadiers and light infantry 
to the number of eight hundred men. On 
the night preceding the 19th of April, this 
body of wrongs embarked, and landed at a 
place 


4 
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: place called Phipp's F. arm, about ſix N 
north · weſt from Charles · town ferry, 
They marched with much caution and-' | 


© Milence towards Concord, on the eaſt fide of 
Uo xiver of the ſame name, which runs into 
$ the Mirimah, a little beneath the falls of 
Pantucket. The troops arrived at Lexing- 
A ton, on the road, when ſeveral officers on: 
Þ FE: Horſeback ſcoured. the country, ſecuring all 
| the people that they found in the way at that 
early hour, for fear of an alarm being given 
to the people of the ſurrounding villages. - 
Thi > e — not the people 
© | From receiving information. The guns were 
B fired by the kd the bells rang, and all 
the villagers were quickly in arms. The 
-militia of Lexington aſſembled on a green 
near the road, and refuſing to diſperſe, were 
Fred upon by the royal troops, ſaid to have 
been irritated by the fire of ſome r:flemen. 
Eight of the militia were ſlain. on the ſpot, 
and ſeyeral wounded. This was the firſt 
ſhedding of blood in the conteſt between Bri- 
tain and her colonies. 


The 
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Tag The detachme tproceided Anita; to 

prevent the carrying away of the ſtores, and 
perhaps to prevent the eſcape of the 
ring - leaders of the people, but miſſed their 
aim in a great meaſure; for the chiefs were 
they prudently ſpiked. The king's troops at 


1 


this time raſhly deſtroyed a quantity of flow- 


er in barrels, by caſting them into the river. 

The light infantry retiring to the Concoril 
ſide of the river, began to pull up the bridge, 
but the militia prevented their proceeding. A 
ſkirmiſh enſued, when the king's troops loſt 
ſeveral men, and a lieutenant and ſome others 
were taken priſoners. 

The troops retreated, 8 wi the mi- 
litia, and fi red upon along the road. All the 
way between Concord and Lexington, the 
houſes, walls, and roofs, were covered with 
armed men. Lord Percy arrived at Lexing- 
ton with a reinforcement, which awed the 
Provincials, and prevented the detachment. 
from being cut off on its return to Boſton, 
in a journey of fifteen miles. 


In | 
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In this ſkirmiſh near 200 of the royal 
troops were killed, wounded, and taken pri- 
ſoners : of theſe about forty were killed. Co- 
Jonel Smith, with another lieutenant - colonel, 
and ſeveral officers, were wounded. - Accor- 
ding to the Provincial account, the number 
af their killed and wounded was, leſs; but 
that appears rather doubtful, as the royal 
troops, under the command of Lord Percy, 
had two pieces of cannon, which being often 
fired, muſt have diſpatched more than they 
were willing to own. Beſides, no body will 
believe that Britons, even in a kind of re- 
treat, amidſt a far ſuperior number, would 
remain inactive with their ſmall fire arms, 
-which certainly were as good as any the Pro- 
vincials poſſeſſed to oppoſe them with. 
However, it is but fair to own, that the 
: royal party might have performed more, and 
prevented much future laughter... The Pro- 
vincials were greatly encouraged by their 
. precipitate retreat. A new ardour glowed in 
every boſom. All the provinces: ſoon were 


4 5 The — met at Phi- 
| ladelphia, 
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ladel phia, and determined to ſtand the con- 
teſt with the mother country. The town of 
| Boſton was completely beſieged, when Gene- 
rals Howe, Burgoyne, and Clinton, arrived 
from England, with a reinforcement of ma- 
rines, and draughts from ſeveral regiments, 

which were followed * n e 


from Ireland. 


Twenty thouſand Provincials in arms now 
hemmed in the king's troops at Boſton, at 
the time when General Gage ifſued out his 
proclamation, offering a free pardon for all 
who would lay down their arms and return 
to their occupations, excepting only, as I ſaid 
before, Samuel Adams and John Hancock, 
whom he conſidered as the leaders of the in- 
ſurrection. This came out too late. The 


Americans had gained too much ſtrength to 


de intimidated or prevailed upon to recede. 
The Britons were dreaming of ſecurity, and 
neglecting to fortify the poſt of a 
though of great conſequencde. 
This town commanded the rock which 
joins the Peninſula to the continent. From 
| | this 
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this the poſſeſſors MEM have had it in their 
power to prevent the communication be- 
8 Boſton, the weſt parts of Maſſachuſet's 
Bay, New Hampſhire, and the other parts 
towards the weſt and north weſt. The neck 
of this peninſula is about half a mile over; and 
by being well fortified, may command 
Chatrles- town river on the ſouth, the Myſtic 
| river on the north, and interrupt the commu- 
nication between Boſton and thoſe parts of 

- Wo bay on both ſides. 
by Tbe king's troops might * have 1 
3 this neck, and rendered it exceedingly 
' (ſerviceable. The Iſthenus is not unlike that 
on which Boſton ſtands, and the towns are 
only ſeparated by the river. There is a ri- 
Ang ground within the neck called Bunker's- 
bil; To the weſt is Winter- hill; and, at 
An inconſiderable diſtance on the right, riſes 
Proſpect-hill; all, on account of the neglect 
4 tiſh troops, in the poſſeſſion of the 
Provincials. The river here is about as wide 
as the Thames at London. | 
A party of * headed: by Dr 


Warren, 
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Warren, who acted as a Major-general, (and 
who, as a phyſician, had left off for a ſeaſon 
his profeſſional practice of killing ſccundem ac- 
tem, to ſlay as a ſoldier and Saul, his thou- 
ſands in the field of battle, ) were diſpatched 
under the covert of night to fortify Bunkers 
hill, and who performed their work with in- 
credible diſpatch and ſecrecy. Although the 
peninſula was ſurrounded with ſhips of war 
and ſpy-boats, yet ſuch was the inſenfibility 
and ſecurity of the people on board, that they 
were not heard during the night. By day- 

break they had a ſmall redoubt, conſiderable 
intrenchments, and a breaſt-wor k, in ſome 
parts, cannon proof, and nearly completed. 

I lay that night on board the Lively man of 


war in Boſton harbour, and flept as ſecurely 


as the captain, or any other officer in the 
| ſhip; but on the arrival of morning, a ſailor 
upon deck obſerved the new-raiſed works, 


and communicated: the news to one: of the | 


lieutenants, who cauſed ſeveral guns to be 
immediately fired, to give the ſudden alarm 


— 
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-7: 6 the reſt * the ſhip, 'the . * the 


. camps. | 
_ Theſe ſignals te thin een "INE their 


Friar and warned them to behold the 
wonderful works of the Provincials on Bun- 


ker's-hill. They ſuddenly caught the alarm, 
and projected a heavy fire of cannon, howit- 
zers and mortars, againſt the new fortifica- 


tion, from the ſhips, floating batteries, and 


the ſummit of Cop's-hill in Boſton, before 1 


| "_ . _ deck * a view ofthe 


" ThisnegleGted poſt; now „ poffelled by the 


. wa, certainly a very advantage- 
- © ons fituation. Such a poſt would have proved 
© impregnable; had it been poſſeſſed by veteran 
-foldiers, properly furniſhed with cannon. 
Such afituation, completely fortified, would 
_ -almoft have equalled Gibraltar itſelf. On 
a ſituation, leſs elevated, fought the vallient 
Henry the fifth of England, againſt the force 
of France, when-he won the victory which 
terminated. in the conqueſt of that vaſt king- 
dom. Then. it was, the high conſtable of 


that 
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that countty committed a blunder almoſt as 


egregious as that of General Gage in New 
England, by leaving a poſt ſo "oy ent 
to the enemy. 

The noiſe of the Britiſh ds dah 
like the confuſion of tongues at Babel, 
made the towering Provincials leave off 
their work, yet did not make them even 
feem to retreat. They ſtood their ground, 


without diſcovering the leaſt diſmay, © or at- 


tempting at all to return the fire. 
About noon, General Gage ordered: a con- 
ſiderable body of troops, under the command 


of Magor-General Howe, aud Brigadier Pi- 


got, to drive the Provincials from their 


works. This detachment conſiſted of twenty 


companies of grenadiers, as many of light 
infantry, and the 5th, 38th, 4 3d, 5iſt,! and 
52d battalions, with proper artillery, all 
landed and drawn up without oppoſition. 

| Before the two generals began the attack, 
they obſerved the enemy in ſuch a poſture of 
defence, that they judged it neceſſary to ſend 


for a reinforcement. They were ſoon joined 
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by fome companies of light infantry, the | 


4th regiment, and by all the: firſt battalion” 


of Mariners, Smountiog in th whole to two 
Round men. ; 
The attack now began py⸗ a F ai. 


Vr of cannon, whilſt the troops advan- 


ced. Still the Provincials kept their firm 


| poſition, and remained invincible, ſeemingly 


zined to reſerve their fire till the aks 


had ad med approached their works. 


During the firſt attack, Charles-town was 
ſet on fire. A body of the Provincials poſ- 
ſeſſed it in order from the houſes to annoy 


General Pigot, 8 who commanded the left 
wing, and who was alſo. expoſed to the fire 
of the lines at the ſame time. All the nu- 
merous buildings in this commodious town 


were immediately in, a blaze, and all its 


deauty wrapped in flames. This to me was 
A melancholy ſpeRacle, and filled me with 


more concern than all the noiſe of the can- 


non and howitzers in the hitherto ineffectual 
ring of the troops. The regular ſquare— 
3 * * church itſelf— the ware 


{ | 1 8 
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houſes; and all the dwellings of the late in- 
duſtrious tradeſmen and artificers were laid 
in aſhes, and diſcover the ruins of the once 
| hoſpitable harbour“. 5 | 
At 2. the Britiſh forces act the bot- 
tom of Bunker's-hill, and ſpend a volley of 
thunder on the Provincials, who at length re- 
| * Charles-town was the firſt ſettlement in the colony 
of New England, and conſidered as the mother of Boſ 
ton, which ſoon after the year 1639, was built by ſome 
emigrants from this unfortunate place. It was large, 
conſiſting of 400 houſes, handſome and well built. It 


had a large church, and a good market-place in a 
ſquare by the river ſide, ſupplied with plenty of pro- 


viſion, The two ſtreets which led to the ſquare, were 


not inelegant. Excepting Boſton, it carried on the 


greateſt trade of any in the province. Theſe two 
ports are ſaid to have cleared out annually, before the 
unhappy diſturbances began, about a thouſard veſſels 

for foreign trade, excluſive of a vaſt number of coaſ- 
ters. 


The manner in which this poſt was attacked, ap- 


pears highly cenſurable to any perſon who has ſeen the 
place. Had the king's troops been landed on the Iſth- 


mus, near the town of Cambridge, the works on Bun- 


ker's-hill might have been more eaſily forced, and the 
retreat of the Americans effe cualy cut off, 


turned 
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had ever . and a  deftruire engage 
ment commenced, © +» 
General Howe, on this oc, ſtood 1 un 


f rhe amidſt death and deſtruction. Se- 


veral gallant officers fell on his right hand 
and lus left, before and behind him, and he 
fill ſtood like an invulnerable wall of braſs. 
It was ſaid that the Provincials, from their 


| ſecure eminence, particularly aimed at the 
officers, This, it was ſaid, was chiefly done 


by the riflemen, who were ſo expert at hit- 


ing a mark, that many of thoſe whom they 


ſelected actually fell a prey to their dexterity. 
If this be true, it certainly was in their power 
to have ſingled out General Howe, eſpecially 


at a certain moment when he was almoſt a- 
lone. Many of the Provincials, with whom 
I have fince converſed, have affirmed, that 


the genera], being a peculiar favorite of the 


Americans, was preſerved on purpoſe, as 


king Jehoſhaphet once was when Ahab fell 


in the field of battle. But I am inclined to 


think, that . the dreadful hurry and 
. 1 


- 
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thick anche, but little attention could be paid 


to any favorite. 


During the height of this a engage · | 
ment, when victory ſeemed to hover be- 


tween the parties, General Clinton arrived 
from Boſton, rallied the diſpirited part of the 


troops, and led them on to attack the enemy 


with renewed fury. They fixed their bayo- 
nets, aſcended the hill with the utmoſt ardor, 
and, after a dreadful deſtruction, diſlodged 
the Provincials from their works. In this 
attack Dr. Warren, the American leader, 
was flain, and others of note. The body of 


the enemy made a precipitate retreat over 


Charles-town neck, which they paſſed with- 

out much farther loſs, although enfiladed 
with the guns belonging to the Glaſgow man 

of war, and of two floating batteries. 


The loſs of the Britiſh troops on this me- 
morable day was certainly conſiderable ; above 
a thouſand having been killed and wounded 85 
but, from the beſt information 1 could after - 


wards obtain, the number of the OY e 


fell was ſtill greater. 1 5 Eby 
Vor. III. G | 8 
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General Putman lay with a large body of . 
men at a ſmall diſtance, and durſt not venture 
to paſs the neck of Charles-town, leſt he 
ſhould expeſe his forces to the fire of the 
ſhips ; but his being ſo ſtationed, prevented 
the king's troops from purſuing the Provinci- 
als, ſome of whom were taken priſoners. In- 
deed the chief intention of General Clinton 
was to drive the inſurgents away from their 
works, and not utterly deſtroy the deluded 
people, as he called them; and the ſame diſ- 
poſition prevailed amidft the other comman · 
* 3 6 | 
Fo, - Thepeople of the different provinces were 
3 no riſen in arms, and ſeemed fully deter- 
maiined to die, or be free from taxation. Our 
1 troops a while gained a mile or two more in 
t beir poſſeſſion on which they encamped ; but 
die enemy, with the moſt daring effrontery, 
poitched upon another hill in the eh 
and bade a bold defiance to Britons. | 
But with all this hoſtile appearance of the 
Provincials, they were but badly provided 
2 with military ores at this time. It was not. 
; long 


14 
- 
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A long, ea b they met a very ample 
ſupply from the mother country; and Bri- 
tain, that had brought them up to maturity, 
lent them at length arms and ammunition to 
complete their independency. The tranſ- 
ports from England, being ſent out unarmed, 
were ſeparated from their convoy on the 
American coaſt by a gale of wind, and moſt 
of them captured by the Provincial cruiſers, 
unable to make the leaſt defence. This proved 
a moſt important acquiſition to the colonies. | 
"The defigns of government were alſo fruſ- 
trated in endeayoring to furniſh the army 
with freſh proviſions for the winter. Five 
thouſand oxen, fourteen thouſand ſheep, and 
-a vaſt number of hogs wereput on board tranſ- 
ports, with vegetables of all kinds, and in 
great abundance. Ten thouſand butts of 
beer were diſtributed among the fleet, and 
five thouſand chaldrons of coals. But the 
fleet ſailed ſo late in the ſeaſon, that moſt of 
the live ſtock periſhed in the voyage, and 
many of the tranſports were forced on the = 
American coaſt and taken, The charge bf - 
Ga -” vegetables 


* 


. * 
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vegetables alone, according to the beſt ac- 
count, amounted to twenty thouſand pounds 
| —hay, oats, and bearis for a ſingle regiment 
of cavalry, amounted to almoſt as much. 

This was the beginning of an inglorious 
war in America; a war which coſt the mo- 
ther e much blood, and many millt- 
"ons. 

About this time Ticonderago and Crown 
Point were ſurpriſed and taken by a body of 
American volunteers, which ſucceſs deter- 


' mined Congreſs to ſend a force in the winter, 
in order to reduce all Canada; - for which 


purpoſe two armies penetrated the country 
dy different routs. The largeſt conſiſted 
of two thouſand men, commanded by Gene- 
al Montgomery, a native of Ireland, who 
had held a captain's commiſſion in the laſt 
War in General Monkton's regiment of foot, 

which aſſiſted Wolfe in his glorious campaign 
- paint Quebeck. This officer at the con- 
| lion of the war quitted the army, ſettled 
at New-York, married a lady of the country, 
and e an adopted American. 


We 


Early - 
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_ Early in Nov. 177 87 he enaliarked his army 


on Lake-Champlain, and proceeded againſt 
St. John's fortreſs, on the river Sorel, which 
he reduced, and took 500 regulars and 200 
Canadian volunteers priſoners. This opened 


a paſſage to the river St. Lawrence, which 


he croſſed, and appeared before Montreal, 
which ſoon ſurrendered. | 
Another army of 1100 men, New- E- 
anders; proceeded from Boſton, through a 
wild country more to the eaſtward; and af- 
ter encountering much hardſhip, reached the 
heights of Levi, oppoſite Quebec. Theſe 
men were commanded by Colonel Benedict 


Arnold, an Engliſhman. General Carleton | 


was Governor of Canada, and narrowly eſ- 
caped falling into Montgomery's hands at 
Montreal, However, he reached Quebec, 
and took the moſt effectual meaſures for its 
defence. Montgomery joined Arnold in De- 


cember, and ſoon diſcovered himſelf in a very 


unſafe ſituation. On the laſt day of the 
year, the two Generals led on the attack 


5 upon the town from different quarters, but 
2 63 were 


; 

| 

= 
1 

| 

. 
1 
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Were ſoon Ulicoictrted by the firmneſs of the 


beſieged. "Montgomery | was killed, and Ar- 
nold received a wound in his leg, which 
obliged him to be carried off. The men now 
reduced below a thouſand in number, were 
drawn off by General Worſter, who ſuc- 
ceeded to the command ; and on the arrival 
of ſome frigates from Europe, the invaders 


| were forced out of Canada, and obliged to 


abandon « every poſt which they held. 

This winter proved to me a ſevere ſeaſon 
on board the man of war, or in Boſton. 
Proviſion was ſcarce and bad, and fuel was 
hardly to be procured at any rate. The 
town was completely blockaded, when Ge- 


neral Gage reſigned to General Howe we 


8 of the army. 


The Provincials were n now com pletely | 


ended with cannon and mortars from 
the tranſport veſſels which they had taken, 
and erected works on Dorcheſter neck, 


which commanded the town of Boſton to 


the ſouthward, as Bunker -i! to the north. 


Sereral ineffe@ual attempts were made to 
CHIP 


- 
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- diſfodge the enemy. Every day, AS the 
ſpring advanced, the Provincials grew more 
and more formidable and' daring, and the 
town. at length WAS abandoned by the Britiſh 
troops on the 17th of March, 1776. 5 
Our ſhip was uncommonly crowded when | 
the troops embarked. F ifteen hundred of 
the Provincials accompanied the fleet, as 
people attached to the Britiſh government, ; 
and who, by this ſurrender, loſt their all, ex- 
cepting the goods which they could carry on 
board; for afterwards, by an order of the 
General Congreſs, their effects were confiſ- 
cated and ſold; the produce to de aaa to 
the public ſervice. 1 
This certainly was a very inglorious re- 
8 for Britons. Indeed it was given out 
on board, that it was never the intention of 
the commander in chief to open the next 
campaign from Boſton; an order having ar- 
rived from the American ſecretary of ſtate 
| the beginning of winter, for him to evacu 
ate the place, and remove to New- Vork. 
Whilſt I was in Boſton, T had asd 
G4 opportunities 
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opportunities of reading the debates of the 
"Britiſh parliament relative to the Colonies, 
I found-that the new members were as much 
the enemies of American freedom, as thoſe 
of the former . parliament, who. had enacted 
0 wed bills which kindled the flames of war. 
That true patriot and unſhaked friend of 
freedom, Earl Chatham, in the beginning of 
1775, moved the Peers to addreſs his Ma- 
jeſty, to cauſe orders to be iſſued to General 
. Gage, that he remove the forces from the 
town of Boſton, as ſoon as the ſeaſon of the 
year, and other circumſtances, indiſpenſable 
to the ſafety and accommodation of the 
troops, may render it practicable. br 
His Lordſhip urged the neceſſity of ſuch a 
Fane the means of opening a way for ſet- 
tling the dangerous troubles in America, by 
beginning to allay ferments, and ſoften animo · 
ſities there. He ſaid an hour now loſt might 
produce years of calamity, and pledged him- 
ſelf that he would not deſert, for a moment, 
the conduct of this mighty buſineſs, unleſs 


nailed to his bed by the extremity of ſickneſs, 


THERE KENTISH/CURATE, 139 


but would knock at ihe door of a fleeping 


miniſtry, and rouſe. them to a ſenſe of their 


imminent danger. 2 * 
6 Yow irritate your colonies,” Suben 


his Lordſhip, 2 70 unappeaſable rancour. It 
is not repealing this or that act of Parliament; 


it is not repealing a piece of parchment that 


can reſtore America. to our boſom; we muſt 

repeal her fears and her reſentments, and we 
may then hope for her love and gratitude. 
But now, inſulted by an armed force poſted. 
at Boſton, irritated by an hoſtile array before 
her eyes, her conceſſions, if they could be 
forced, would be ſuſpicious and inſecure; but 
it is more than evident that you cannot force 
them, principled and united as they are, to 
your uaworthy terms of ſubmiſſion— it is 
impoſſible! 8 "Þ hy ad 


ce We ſhall:be forced 2 to disk: 
let us retract whilſt we can do it with honor. 
The violent oppreſſi ve acts muſt be repealed. 


I: pledge myſelf for it, that you in the end: 
will repeal them. I ſtake my reputation on 
it. I will conſent to be taken for an idiot, 


&'S . RE 


* 
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if are not 8 repealed. Aveid then 
this humiliating, this diſgraceful neceſſity. 
With a dignity becoming your ſituation, 
© make the firſt ad vances to concord, to peace 
- and: happineſs ; for that is your true dignity 
to act with prudence and with juſtice. Every 
motive therefore of juſtice and of policy, of 
dignity and of prudence, uxges you to allay 
the ſerment in America, by a removal of 
our troops from Boſton; by a repeal of 
your acts of parliament, and by demonſtra- 
tion of amicable diſpoſitions towards your co- 
-lonies. On the other hand, every danger 
and every hazard impend, to deter you from 
_perſevering i in your preſent ruinous meaſure, 
foreign war hanging over your heads by a 
light and brittle thread: France and Spain 
watching your conduct, and waiting for the 
maturity of your errors. | 
% My Lords, if the ail, thas * 
vero in miſadviſing and miſleading the king, 
Iwill not ſay that they can alienate the affec- 
tions of his ſubjects from his crown; but I 
Vin afficm,. that my + will make the crown 
| not 


** 


®-x, 
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worth the wearing. * wilt not fay that the 
king is betrayed, but I will Wan wa 


the kingdom is undone.” 


The miniſtry and their ee ai per- 


v "Liſted in carrying on the war.. A bill was | 


vinees of New Hampſhire and Maſſachuſet's 


bay, the colonies of Connecticut, Rhode 
Iſland, and Providence Plantation, to Great- 
Britain; Ireland; and the Britiſh iſlands, in 


the Weſt Indies; and to prohibit ſuch provin- 
ces and colonies from carrying on any fiſh- 
ery on the banks of Newfoundland, or other 


places therein mentioned, under certain con- 
ditions, for a limitted time. This act was 


repreſented by Lord North as a q̃uſt retalia- 
tion for thoſe colonies. refuſing to trade - 


with Great Britain, but which was adding 


freſh fuel to the flame, which the noble Ear! 
was endeayoring, with all the eloquence of a 4 
Demoſthenes, to aſſwage. 1 57. 

This urged en the French to nog 


[their fleet; and France, ſoon after this pe 
riad, had no leſs than ſeventy-five:meit of 
1 > | . | War. 


— 


eg 
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War fit for actual ſervice, and preparing far 
the conſummation of an event which m_ 
devoutly wiſhed to happen. . | 
The following addreſs of as Lines wiri- 
tual and temporal and Commons to the King, 
nat this time, will diſcover to the reader, the 
eee eee 


e apa Aajeſty'e nol datiful nd 


4 64e. * Totes the Lords ſpiritual+ and 

2 c temporal, < ons in Parliament 
: you 2 5 

by . The ti tit le 2 moſt he is impious. 

; rely Gos the Father, is the Father moſt worthy of 


| feveſence. As to the title of a Spiritual Lord, Tſee 

Four grace or ee it implies no impiety: 

it only implies nonſenſe. Where is the ſenſe of a 

Spiritual Lord, or a heavenly Lord? All the Lords 

F tat we know, are either Britiſh Lords, or Iriſh 
=: Lords 3 Nr ſubſtantial, and terra firma Lords.” 

1 Author of Crazy Tales, 


ay This addreſs as preſented Feb. 3th, 1775 1315 | 
| l 5 
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5 ple thanks for having been graciouſly 


cc pleaſed to communicate to us the ſeveral 


e papers relating to the preſent ſtate of the 


2 6 Britiſh Colonies in America, which, by 


ands, have been laid 


4 before us: We have taken them into our 


«© moſt ſerious conſideration ; and we find, 


_ <© that a part of your Majeſty's ſubjects, in 


ce the province of the Maſſachuſet's · hay, 
© have proceeded as far as to reſiſt the ſu- 


“ preme legiſlature; that a rebellion at this 


| 5 of their innocent, fellow ſabje 


te time actually exiſts within the ſaid, pro- 


c yince; and we ſee with the utmoſt concern, 


ce that they have been countenanced and en- 
ce couraged, by unlawful combinations and 

ce engagements, entered into by your Majeſ- 
ce ty's ſubjects in ſeveral of the other colo- 
c nies, to the injury and oppreſſion of many 
cts, reſident 
tc within the kingdom of Great Britain, and 
£ the reſt of your Majeſty's dominions. 
4 This conduct, on their part, appears to us 
«© the more inexcuſable, when we conſider 
„ with how much temper your Majeſty, 


66 and 


1 
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et in ſupport of the laws and. conſtitution of 
„ Great Britain. We can never ſo far de- 
ec ſert tho truſt repoſed in us, as — 9 
ec. any part of the ſovereign. authority: 
c all your Majeſty's: dominions, mbich; by 
& law, is inveſted in your: Majeſty and the 
4 ef many perſons, in feveralof the colonies, 
| 1" turing the late diſturbances, is alone ſuf: 
« ficient to eonvinee us how neceſſary this 
d power is for the protection of the lives and 
n of your Majeſty's ſubjects. 
We exer have been, and always fhiould 
c ee to pay attention and regard to any | 
tc real grievances of any. of your. Majeſty's 
ec ſubjects, which ſhall, in- a dutiful and 
4 conſtitutional manner, be laid before us; 
cc . whenever any of the colonies ſhall 
ce make a proper application to us, we ſhall. 
% we confider it as out indiſpenſible duty 
40 eee to beſeech II Majeſty,» that 
60 * 
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ce you will take the moſt effectual meaſures 
ee to enforce due obedience to the laws and 
cc authority of the ſupreme legiſlature; and 
<6 we beg leave, in the moſt ſolemn. manner, 
4 to aſſure your Majeſty, that it is our fixed 
cc reſolution; at the hazard of our lives and 
e properties, to ſtand by your Majeſty 
6“ againſt all rebellious attempts in the main- 
cc tenance of the juſt rights oi your Majeſty, | 
< and the two houſes of Parliament.“ 3 
To which his Majeſty was Ow to re. 
turn the following anſweenr 
* My Lords and Gentlemen 
- <6. T thank you for this very dutiful and 
cc. loyal-addreſs, and for the affectionate and 
ec ſolemn aſſurance you give me of your ſup- 
cc. port in maintaining the juſt rights of my 
£ crown, and the two houſes of parliament; 
% and you may depend on my taking the 


te mdſt ſpeedy and effectual meaſures for in- 


4 forcing due obedience to the laws, and the 
& authority of the · ſupreme legiſlature. 

„„ Whenever any of my colonies - ſhall 
40 WES a proper and: dutiful application, 1 
« ſhall 


ES - 
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< ſhall be ready to coincide with you, in af- 
« fording them every juſt and reaſonable in- 


e this diſpoſition may have a happy effect 


cee on the temper and e 2 


NT" TE 1 
As in this e have eee to 


preſent my readers wigh the reſolves of Par- | 


iament and of Majeſty itſelf, I ſhall alſo, ac- 
ruated by impartiality, give the declaration of 
the repreſentatives of the united Colonies of. 
North America, met in Congreſs, at Phila- 
delphia, July 6th, 1775, ſetting forth the 
cauſes and neceſſity of their taking up arms; 
and I believe every one will think with me, 
that it deſerves a place, and is 5 | 


ing. It runs as follows: 


6 If it were poſſible for men, 1 exer- 
ciſe their reaſon, to believe that the Divine- 
Author of our exiſtence intended a part of 


the human race to hold an abſolute property 


in, and an unbounded power over others, 


marked out by his infinite goodneſs and wiſ- 
os as the * of a * domination, 


- 


A ö never. 


Ps * 
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never rightly reſiſtable, however ſevere and 
oppreſſive, the inhabitants of theſe colonies 


might at leaſt require from the Parliament of 


Great Britain ſome evidence, that this dread+ 


ful authority over them has been granted to 


that body. But a reverence for our great 
Creator, principles of humanity, and the dic- 


tates of common ſenſe, muſt convince all 
thoſe who reflect upon the ſubject, that go- 


vernment was inſtituted to promote the wel- 


fare of mankind, and ought to be adminiſtered 
for the attainment of that end. The legiſla- 


ture of Great | Brita in, however Kimulated by 


an inordinate paſſion for power, not only un 


liarly reprobated by the very conſtitution of 
that kingdom, and deſperate of ſucceſs in any 
mode of conteſt, where regard ſhould be had 


to truth, law or right, have at length deſerted 


thoſe attempted to effect their cruel and im · 
politic purpoſe of enſlaving theſe colonies by 
violence, and have thereby rendered it neceſ- 
ſary for us to cloſe with their laſt appeal from 
n 
= | aſſembly | 
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aſſembly may be, by their i intemperate rage, | 


for unlimited domination, fo as to ſlight juſ- 


tice, and the opinion of mankind, we eſteem 
ourſelves bound, by obligations of reſpect to 


the reſt of the world, to make known the job 


tice of our cauſe. 1 
Our forefathers, inhabitants of 80 :Qand 
of Great Britain, left their native land, to ſeek 


on theſe ſhores a reſidence for civil and religi- 


'ous freedom. At the expence of their blood, 


at the hazard'of their fortunes, without the 


charge to the country from which they 
nceaſing labour, and an uncon- 

querable ſpirit, they effected ſettlements in the 

diſtant and unhoſpitable wilds of America, 


then filled with numerous and warlike na- 
tions of Barbarians. Societies or governments, 


veſted with perfect legiſlatures, were formed 


under charters from the crown, and an har- 


montous [intercourſe was eſtabliſhed between 
the colonies and the kingdom from which 
they derived their origin. The mutual bene- | 


its of this union became in a ſhort time ſo 


N 1 to excite aſtoniſhment. It 


1 — "Uo" 
| 7 > +6 125 | f 18 
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is univerſally acknowledged that the ana- 
{ing increaſe of the wealths, ſtrength, and 
navigation of the realm, aroſe from this 
ſource; and the miniſter, who ſo wiſely and 
ſucceſsfully directed the meaſures of Great 
Britain in the late war, publickly declared 
that theſe colonies enabled them to triumph 
over her enemies. Towards the concluſion 
of that war, it pleaſed our ſovereign to make 
a change in his councils. From that fatal 
moment the affairs of the Britiſh empire be- 
gan to fall into confuſion, and, gradually 
ſliding from the ſummit of glorious proſperi- 
ty, to which they had been advanced by the 
virtues and abilities of one man, are at length 
diſtracted by the convulſions that now ſhake 
it to its deeepeſt foundation. The new miniſ- 
try, finding the brave foe of Britain, though 
105 frequently defeated, yet ſtill contending, took 
up the unfortunate idea of granting them "i 

- haſty peace, and then of 7s her faithful 
friends. 


c Theſe devoted a. were as A 


in eh a ſkate, as to preſent 1 Ente without 
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bloodſhed, and all the eaſy emoluments of ſta- 
tutable plunder. The uninterrupted tenure of 
their peaceable and reſpectful behaviour, from 
the beginning of colonization ;. their duti- 
ful, zealous and uſeful ſervice during the war, 
though ſo recently and amply acknowledged 
in the moſt honourable manner by his Ma- 
jeſty, by the late king, and by parliament, 
could not ſave them from the meditated 
innovations. Parliament was influenced to 
adopt the pernicious project, and aſſuming a 
new power over them, have in the courſe of 
eleven years, given ſuch deciſive ſpecimens of 
the ſpirit and conſequences attending this 
power, as to leave no doubt concerning the 
effects of acquieſcence under it. They have 
undertaken to giveand grant our money with- 
out our conſent, though we have ever exer · 
ciſed an excluſive right to diſpoſe of our own 
property. Statutes have been paſſed for ex- 
tending the juriſdiction of courts of Admiral- 
ty and Vice Admiralty beyond their ancient 
limits, for depriving us of the accuſtomed 
and ineſtimable privileges of trial by jury, in 
| T caſes 


- 
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caſes affecting both life and property; for ſuſ- 
pending the legiſlature of one of the colonies; 
for interdicting all commerce of another; 


and for altering fundamentally the form of 


government eſtabliſhed by charter, and ſe- 
cured by acts of its own legiſlature ſolemn- 
ly confirmed by the crown; for exempting 


the murderers of coloniſts from legal trial, 


and, in effect, from puniſhment ; for erecting, 


in a neighbouring province, acquired by the 
joint arms of Great Britain and America, a 
deſpotiſm dangerous to our very exiſtence; 


and for quartering ſoldiers upon coloniſts in 


time of profound peace. It has alſo been re- 
ſolved in parliament that coloniſts, charged 
with committing certain offences, ſhall be 


tranſported to England to be tried. 


gut ſhould we enumerate our injuries in 
detail? - By one ſtatute it is declared, t hat 
parliament can of right make laws to bind us 
in all caſes whatever. What is to defend us 
againſt ſo enormous, ſo unlimitted a power. 
Not a ſingle man of thoſe who aſſume it is 
choſen by us, or is ſubje& to our controul, 
25 5 or 
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or influence; but, on the contrary, they are 
all of them exempt from the operation of ſuch 
laws; and an American revenue, if not di- 
verted from the oſtenſible purpoſes for which 
it is raiſed, would actually lighten their own 
burthens, in proportion as they increaſed ours, 
We ſaw the miſery to which ſuch deſpotiſm 
would reduce us. We for ten years inceſ- 
ſently and ineffectually beſieged the throne 
as ſupplicants; we reaſoned, we remonſtra- 
ted with parliament in the moſt mild and de- 
cent language. Bat adminiſtration, ſenſible 
that weſhould regard theſe oppreſſive meaſures 
freeman ought to do, ſent over fleets and 
armies to enforce them. The indignation of 
the Americans was rouſed, it is true, but it 
was indignation of a virtuous, loyal, and af- 
| feQtionate people. A Congreſs of delagates 
| from the unitedcolonies was aſſembled at Phi- 
ladelphia, on the fifth day of laſt September. 
We reſolved again to offer an humble and 
dutiful addreſs to the king, and alſo addreſſed 
our fellow ſubjects of Great Britain. We 


have perſuaded every temperate, eyery reſpect- : 
| Sr | ful 
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ful meaſure ; we have even proceeded to break 
off our commercial intercourſe with our fel- 
low ſubjects, as the laſt peaceable admoni- 
tion, that our attachment to no nation upon 
earth would ſupplant our attachment to li- 
berty. This, we flattered ourſelves, was the 
ultimate ſtep of the controverſy ; but ſubſe- 
quent events haye ſhewn how vain was this 
hope in finding moderation in our enemies. - 
Several threatening expreſſions againſt the 
colonies were inſerted in his Majeſty's ſpeech. 
Our petition, though we were told that it 
was a decent one, that his Majeſty had been 
pleaſed to receive it graciouſly, and to pro- 
miſe laying it before his parliament, was hud- 
dled into both houſes amongſt a bundle of 
American papers, and there neglected. The 
Lords and Commons, in their addreſs in the 
month of February, ſaid, —** That a rebel- 
& lion at that time actually exiſted within 
e the province of Maſlachuſet's-Bay ; and 
c that theſe concerned in it had been coun- 
c tenancedand encouraged by unlawful com- 
& þbinations and engagements, entered into 
« by 
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& by his Majeſty's ſubjects in ſeveral of the 
& other Colonies ; and therefore they be- 
* ſought his Majeſty to take the moſt effec- 
ee tual meaſures to enforce due obedience to 
<< the laws and authority of the ſupreme le- 
6 giſlature.“ Soon after the commercial inter- 
courſe of whole colonies, with foreign coun- 
tries, and with each other was cut off by an 
act of parliament: by another, ſeveral of 


them were prohibited from the fiſheries in the 


ſeas near their coaſts, on which they always 
depended for their ſuſtenence; and large rein- 
forcements of ſhips and troops were immedi- 
ately ſent over to General Gage, fruitleſs 
were all the intreaties, arguments, and elo- 
quence of an illuſtious band, of the moſt diſ- 
tinguiſhed peers and commoners, who no- 
bly and ſtrenuouſiy aſſerted the juſtice of our 


cauſe, to ſtay, or even to mitigate, the heed- 


leſs fury with which theſe accumulated and 
unexampled outrages were hurried on.— 
Equally fruitleſs was the interference of the 


city of London, of Briſtol, and many other 


reſpectable towns in our favor. Parliament 
adopted 


* 
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adopted an inſiduous manceuvre, calculated 
to divide us, to eſtabliſh a perpetual auction 
of taxation, where colony ſhould bid againſt 
colony, all of whom uninformed what ranſom 
ſhould redeem their lives: and thus to ex- 
tort from us, at the point of the bayonet, the 
unknown ſums that ſhould be ſufficient to 
gratify ; if poſſible, to gratify miniſterial ra- 
pacity, with the miſerable indulgence left to 
us of raiſing in our mode the preſcribed tri- 
bute. What terms more rigid or humilitating 
could have been dictated by remorſeleſs vic- 
tors to conquered enemies. In our circum- 
ſtances, to accept them, would be to deſerve N 
wa 16 
Soon after the intelligence of theſe pro- 
ceedings arrived on this continent, General 
Gage, who, in the courſe of the laſt year had 
taken poſſeſſion of the town of Boſton, in the 
province of Maſſachuſet's-Bay, and ſtill oc- 
cupied it as a garriſon on the nineteenth of 
April, ſent out from that place a large de- 
tachment of his army, who made an unpro- 
voked aſſault on the inhabitants of the ſaid 
Vor. III. H province, 


146 THE KENTISH o RATE. 


province, at the town of Lexington, as ap- 
| pears by the affidavits of a great number of 
perſons ; ſome of whom were officers and ſol- 
diers of that detachment ; murthered eight 
of the inhabitants of the ſaid province, and 
wounded many others, From whence the 
troops proceeded in warlike array to the town 
of Concord, where they ſet upon another 
party of the inhabitants of the ſame province, 
killing ſeveral, and wounding more, until 
compelled to retreat by the country people, 
ſuddenly attempted to repel this cruel aggreſ- 
ion. Hoſtilities thus commenced by the 
Britiſh troops, have been ſince proſecuted by 
them without regard to faith or reputation, 
The inhabitants of Boſton being confined 1 
within that town by the general, their gover- 
nor; and having, in order to procure their 
admiſſion, entered into a treaty with him, it 
Was ſtipulated that the ſaid inhabitants, hav- 
ing depoſited their arms with their own ma- 
giſtrates, ſhould have liberty to depart, tak- ; 
ing with them their other effects. They 
accordingly delivered up their arms; but in 
1 x open 
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open violation of honor; in defiance of the 
obligation of treaties, which even ſavage na- 
tions eſteem ſacred, the governor ordered the 
arms to be depoſited as aforeſaid, that they 
might be preſerved for their owners, to be 
ſeized by a body of ſoldiers; detained the 
greateſt part of the inhabitants in the town, 
and compelled the few who were permitted to 
retire, to leave their moſt valuable effects be- 
hind. 
„ By this perfidy, wives were ſeparated 
from their huſbands, children from their pa- 
rents, the aged and ſick from their relations 
and friends, who wiſhed to attend and com- 
fort them; and thoſe who had been uſed to 
live in plenty, and even elegance, were redu- 
ced to deplorable diſtreſs. | 
< The general further emulating his mi- 
niſterial maſters, by a proclamation, bearing 
date on the twelfth day of June, after vent- 
ing the grofleſt falſehoods and calumnies 
againſt the good people of theſe colonies, 


proceeds to declare the 
or deſcription, to be rebels and traitors, to 
H 2 ſupercede 


all, either by name 
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ſupercede the courſe of the common law; 
and inſtead thereof, to publiſh and order the 
uſe and exerciſe of the law martial. His 
troops have butchered our countrymen 
Have wantonly burnt Charles-town, beſides 
a conſiderable number of houſes in other pla- 
ces: our ſhips and veſſels are ſeized; our 
neceſſary ſuppliesof proviſion are intercepted, 
and he is exerting his utmoſt power to ſpread 
deſtruction and devaſtation around him. 
* We have received certain intelligence, 
that General Carleton, the governor of Ca- 
nada, is inſtigating the people of that pro- 
vince, and the Indians, to fall upon us; and 
we have but too much reaſon to apprehend, 
that ſchemes have been formed to excite do- 
meſtic enemies among us. In brief, a part 
of theſe colonies now feel; and all of them 
are ſure of feeling, as far as the vengeance of 
| adminiſtration can inflict on them, the com- 
plicated calamities of fire, ſword, and famine. 
We are reduced to the alternative of chooſ- 
ing an unconditional ſubmiſſion to the ty- 


_—_ of irritated miniſters, or reſiſtance by 
force. 
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force. The latter is our choice, We have 
counted the coſt of this conteſt, and find 
nothing ſo dreadful as voluntary flavery. 
_ Honor, juſtice, and humanity forbid us tame- 
ly to ſurrender that freedom which we re- 
ceived from our gallant anceſtors, and which 
our innocent poſterity have a right to receive 
from us. We cannot endure the infamy and 
guilt in reſigning ſuccecding generations to 
wretchedneſs which inevitably awaits them, 
if we baſely entail n bondage upon 
them. 

C ur cauſe is juſt: our union is perfect: 
our internal reſources are great; and if ne- 
geſſary, foreign aſſiſtance is certainly attaina- 
ble. We gratefully acknowledge, as ſingular 
inſtances of the divine favor towards us, that 
his providence would not permit us to be cal- 
led into this ſevere controverſy, until we were 
grown up unto our preſent ſtrength; had 
been previouſly exerciſed in warlike operatit 
ons, and poſſeſſed the means of defending- 
ourſelves. With hearts fortified by theſe 
animating reflections, we molt ſolemnly, be- 
1 fore 
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fore God and the world declare, that, exert- 
ing the utmoſt energy of thoſe powers which 
our beneficent Creator has graciouſly beſtowed 
upon us, the arms which we have been com- 
pelled by our enemies to aſſume, we will, in 
deftance of every hazard, with unabated 
firmneſs and perſeverance, employ, for the 
preſervation of our liberties, being with one 
mind reſolved to die freemen, rather than live 
like ſlaves. 
< Left this dockirnticn ſhould diſquiet the 
minds of our friends and fellow ſubjects in any 
part of the empire, we aſſure them that we 
mean not to diſſolve that union which has 
ſo long and ſo happily ſubſiſted between us, 
and which we ſincerely wiſh to ſee reſtored. 
Neceſſity has not driven us into that deſperate 
meaſure, or induced us to excite any other 
nation to war againſt them. We have not raiſed 
armies with ambitious deſigns of ſeparating 
ffom Great Britain, andeftabliſhing indepen- 
dent ſtates. We fight not for glory or con- 
queſt. We exhibit to mankind the remarka- 
ble ſpectacle of a people attacked by unpro- 


voked enemies, without ay: imputation, or 
| even 
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even ſuſpicion of offence. They boaſt of 
their privileges and civilization, and yet pro- 
fer no milder conditions than- ſervitude or 
death. 
. In our own native land, in defence of the 
freedom that is our birth- right, and which we 
enjoyed till the late violation of it; for the 
protection of our property, acquired ſolely 
by the honeſt induſtry of our forefathers 
and ourſelves, againſt violence actually 
offered, we have taken up arms. We ſhall 
lay them down when hoſtilities ſnall ceaſe on 
the part of the aggreſſors; and all danger of 
their being renewed- ſhall be mn and 
not before. | 

ce With an humble confidence in the mer- 
cies of the Supreme and impartial Judge and 
Ruler of the univerſe, we moſt deyoutly- 
implore his divine goodneſs to conduct us hap» 
pily through this great conflict; to diſpoſe our 
adverſaries to reconciliation, on reaſonable 
terms, and thereby relieye the empire from- 
civil war. By order of the Congreſs, 

JOHN HANCOCK, PresIDenT: 
Atteſted, | 


CHARLES THOMPSON, SEC. 
A4 After: 
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After this too ſanguine declaration, it is 


not a little ſurpriſing to ſee the | Congreſs. 


condeſcending. te. petition his Majeſty a ſe- 


cond time, and in which they diſcover a 


ſtrong inelination to be reconciled to the mo- 
ther country. I here give it a place, as it is 
intereſt ing, and throws a light upon the hiſ- 
tory of that period. It was delivered by 


. Richard Penn and Arthur Lee to the Earl of 
Dartmouth, on the 1ſt of September, 1775, 


when his Lordſhip informed them that no 


anſwer would be given. 


To the KING's moſt excellent Majeſty 
Moſt gracious Sovereign, 
« We your Majeſty's moſt faithful ſub- 


. jets of thecolonies of New Hampſhire, Maſ- 


ſachuſet's- Bay, Rhode Iſland, and Providence 


Plantations, Connecticut, New-York, New- 


Jerſey, Pennſylvania, the counties of New 
Jerſey, Kent, and Suſſex in Delaware, Mary- 
land, Virginia, North and South Carolina, 
in behalf of ourfelves and the inhabitants of 
theſe colonies who have deputed us to repre- 


| ſent them in General Congreſs, intreat your 


n 8 
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Majeſty's gracious attention to this our hum- 
ble petition. Ait | 

- © The union between the mother country 
and theſe: colonies; and the energy of mild 
and juſt government, produced benefits ſo re- 
markably important, and afforded ſuch aſſur- 


ances of their permancy and increaſe, that the 


wonder and envy of other nations were excit- 
ed, while they beheld Great Britain rifing to a 


power the moſt extraordinary the world had 
ever known. Her rivals obſerving that there 


was no probability of this happy connection 
being broken by civil diſſentions, and appre- 

hending its future effects, if left any longer 
undiſturbed, reſolved to prevent her receiving 
ſo continued and formidable an acceſſion of 
wealth and ſtrength, by checking the growth 

of theſe ſettlements, from which OM were to 
be derived. 

In the proſecution of this attempt, events 
ſo unfayourable to the defign took place, 
that every friend to the intereſt of Great 
Britain, and theſe colonies, entertained plea- 
fing and reaſonable expectations of ſeting an 
. | H 5 additional 
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additional force and extenſion immediately gi- 


ven to the operation of the union hitherto 
experienced, by an enlargement of the do- 
minions of the crown, and the removal of 
ancient and warlike enemies to a greater diſ- 
tance. 

« At the cents therefore of the ts 
war, the moſt glorious and advantageous that 
ever had been carried on by Britiſh arms, 
your loyal colonies having contributed to its 
ſucceſs by ſuch repeated and ſtrenuous exer- 
tions as frequently procured them the diſtin- 
guiſhed approbation of your Majeſty, of the 
late King, and of Parliament, doubted not 
but they ſhould be. permitted, with the reſt 
of the empire, to ſhare in tae bleſſings of 


peace, and the emoluments of victory and con- 


ueſt, while theſe recent and honorable ac- 


| „ n of their merits remained in 
EQ record on the journals and acts of that au- 
F gult legillature, the parliament, undefaced 
: dy.the imputation, or even the ſuſpicion of 


2 any offence, they were alarmed by a new 


4. ſyſtem. of ſtatutes, and regulations adopted 


ar 
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for the adminiſtration of the colonies, that. 
filled their minds with the moſt painful fears 
and jealouſies; and to their inexpreſſible aſto- 
niſhment, perceived the dangers of a foreign 
quarrel quickly ſucceeded dy domeſtic dan- 
gers, and, in their 3 of a more dread- 
ful kind. 

c Nor were their anxieties alleviated by 
any tendency in this ſyſtem to promote the 
welfare of the mother country: for though 
its effects were more immediately felt by: 
them, yet its influence appeared to be injuri- 
ens to the commerce and proſperity of Great. 
Britain. 

We ſhall decline the ungrateful taſk of de- 
ſcribing the irkſome variety of artifices prac- 
tiſed by many of your Majeſty's miniſters, 
' the deluſive pretences, fruitleſs terrors, and: 
unavailing ſeverities; which have from time; 
to time been dealt out by them in their at- 
tempts to execute this impolitic plan, or of- 

tracing through a ſeries of years paſt the pro 
: greſs of the unhappy differences between 
Great MR and theſe colonies, which have 


flowed ; 


/ 
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flowed from this fatal ſource. Your Majef- | 
ty's miniſters, perſeyering in their meaſures, 
and proceeding to open hoſtilities for enforc- 


ing them, have compelled us to arm in our 


own defence, and have engaged us in a con- 
tioverſy ſo peculiarly abhorrent from the af- 
fections of your ſtill faithful Coloniſts, that 
when we conſider whom we muſt, oppoſe in 
this conteſt, and if it continues, what inay 
be the conſequences; our own particular 
misfortunes are accounted by us gol Jas parts 
of our diſtreſs. : | 
«© Knowing to what violent ente 
and incurable animofities civil difcords are 
apt to exaſperate, and inflame the contend- 
ing parties, we think ourſelves required by 
indiſpenſible obligations to Almighty God, 
to your Majeſty, to our fellow ſubjects, and 
to ourſelves, immediately to uſe all the 
means in our pqwer, not incompatible with 


be our fafety, for ſtopping the further effuſion 


of blood, and for averting the impending ca- 
lamities that threaten the Britiſh empire. 
Thus called upon to addreſs your Majeſty 

- ; 54 ; : on 
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on affairs of ſuch moment to America, and 
probably to all your dominions;.we are ear- 
neſtly deſirous of performing this office with 
the utmoſt: deference to your Majeſty ; we 
therefore-pray that your royal magnanimity 
and benevolence may make the moſt favora- 
ble conſtructions of our expreſſions on ſo un- 
common an occaſion, 
Could we repreſent, in their full force, 
the ſentiments which agitate the minds of us, 
your dutiful ſubjects, we are perſuaded your 
Majeſty would aſcribe any ſeeming deviation 
from reverence in our language; and even 
in our conduct, not to any reprehenſible in- 
tention, but to the impoſſibility of reconcil- 
ing the uſual appearances of reſpect with a 
juſt attention to our preſervation againft thoſe | 
artful and cruel enemies, who abufe your 
royal confidence and authority for the pur- 
poſe of effecting our deſtruction. | 
ce Attached to your Majeſty's perſon, fami- 
- ly, and government, with all the devotion 
that principle and affection can inſpire, con- 
nected to Great Britain by the ſtrongeſt ties 
| that 
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that can unite ſocieties, and deploing every 
event that tends in any degree to weaker 


; them, we ſolemnly aſſure your Majeſty, that 
we not only moſt ardently deſire the former 
| harmony between her and theſe colonies may 


be reſtored, but that a concord may be eſta- 
bliſhed between them on ſo firm a bafis as 
to perpetuate its. bleſſings uninterrupted by 
any future diſſenſions to ſucceeding generati- 
ons in both countries ; totranſmit your Ma- 


jeſty's name to poſterity, adorned” with that 


ſignal ' and lafting glory that has attended 
the memory of thoſe illuſtrious perſonages, 
whoſe virtues and abilities have extricated 


ſtates from dangerous convulſions, and by 


ſecuring. happineſs to others, have erected 
the moſt noble and durable monuments to- 
their own fame. 

«We beg "FD fu rther toaſſureyour Majeſ- 
ty, that notwithſtanding the ſuffering of) your 


loyal coloniſts, during the courſe of the pre- 
ſent contoverſy, our .breaſts retain too tender 


a regard for the kingdom from which we de- 


rive our origin, to requeſt ſuch a reconciliation, 
we 
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as might in any meaſure be inconſiſtent with 
her dignity or her welfare. Theſe, related 
as we are to her, honor; and duty, as well 
as inclination, induce us to ſupport and ad- 
vance; and the apprehenſions that. now op- 
preſs our hearts with unſpeakable-grief being 
once removed, your Majeſty will find your 
faithful ſubjects, on this continent, ready, 
and willing at all times, as they have ever 
been, with their lives and fortunes, to affert 
and maintain-the rights and-intereſts of your 
Majeſty, and of our mother country. 
„We therefore beſeech your Majeſty, 
that your royal authority and influence may 
be graciouſly interpoſed to procure us relief 
from our afflicting fears and jealouſies, occa- 
ſioned by the ſyſtem before mentioned, and | 


to ſettle peace through every part of your do- 


minions, with all humility ſubmitting to your 
Majeſty's wiſe conſideration, whether it may 
not beexpedient, for facilitating theſe impor- 
tant purpoſes, that your Majeſty be pleaſed 
to direct ſome mode by which the united ap- 
plications of your faithful Coloniſts to the 

= throne, 
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throne, in purſuance of their common coun- 
eils, may be improved into a permanent and 
happy reconciliation; and that in the mean 
time meaſures may be taken for preventing the 
further deſtruction of your Majeſty's ſubject, 
and that ſuch ſtatutes as more immediate 
ly diſtreſs any of your Majeſty's colonies be 
repealed. For by ſuch arrangements as your 
Majeſty's . wiſdom can form, for collecting 
the united ſenſe of your American people, 
who are convinced your Majeſty would re. 
ceive ſuch ſatisfactory proofs of the dif poſiti- 
on of the coloniſts towards their parent ſtate, 
that the wiſhed-for opportunity would ſoon 
be reſtored to them of evineing the ſincerity 
of their profeſſions, by every teſtimony of de- 
votion becoming the moſt dutiful ſubjects, 
and the moſt affectionate coloniſts, | 
£6 That your Majeſty may enjoy a. long 
and proſperous reign, and that your deſcen- 
dants may govern theſe dominions, with ho- 
nor to themſelves, and happineſs to their ſub- 
jects, is our ſincere and fer vent prayer. 
% JOHN HANCOCK.” 
It 
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It plainly appears by the king's ſpeech, 
which made its appearance in the world ſoon 
after, that his Majeſty did not think the Con- 
greſs ſincere in their profeſſions of loyalty. , 

The following extract from the ſpeech will, 
I preſume, be a-convincing proof of his Ma- 
jeſty's doubt reſpecting their ſincerity : 

The authors and promoters of this deſ- 
4 perate conſpiracy have, in the conduct of 
& it, derived great advantage from the dif- 
«© ference of our intentions and theirs, They 
„meant, only to amuſe us with vague expreſſi- 
ons of attachment to the parent ſtate, whil/# 
6 they were preparing for a general revolt” 
But, in my humble opinion, the petition 
of Congreſs breathed a ſpirit of real affection 
for the parent ſtate, and an ardent deſire to 
be reconciled upon terms honorable to both 
patties, — Had ſuch a patriot as the Earl of 
Chatham been at the helm of government, 
their prayer, in all human probability, would. 
have been heard, their grievances immediate- 
ly redreſſed, and peace once more happily 
reſtored, upon honorable terms, both to the. 
| mother 
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mother country and the colonies, which 


event would have kept Britain high in the ef- 
timation of the whole univerſe, and her inte- 
reſt courted by all foreign powers. But, alas! 
the valuable diamond is totally gone, and 


poor Old England, once the terror of all na- 


tions, is treated with indifference by moſt of 
the European courts, * 


1 


TW 


OE, 
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IX thouſand rank and file, and 900 ſick, 
'embarked on board the ſhips. Waſhing- 
ton, with his accumulated army, obſerved our 
departure, without attempting the leaſt mo- 
leſtation, although we were much expoſed to 
his attacks whilſt embarking. The orders 
from Britain for our ſailing to New-York 
came too late, ſowe took adifferent direction, 
and proceeded to Halifax in Nova Scotia. 
_ Happy might it have proved for Great 
Britain, if ſhe had landed no more men on 
the continent of America, but exerted her 
force on her proper element, by blocking up 
the ports-of the different provinces, and there- 
| by 


— 
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by cutting off all intercourſe with foreign 
hs 


3 nations. | 


All the time France was meditating a blow 


againſt England, and only waited for a fit op- 


portunity of declaring herſelf in favor of the 
revolted colonies, which in the mean while. 
the abetted and encouraged, by ſending offi- 
cers and aminunition. This reduced the Con- 


: greſs to declare the independency of the unit- 


ed ſtates, and in a moment. threw off * their 


ſhew of loyalty and affection. 


A predatory war was propoſed, The land. 


Svcs were augmented, and many of the- 


young nobility and gentry ſeized. an oppor- 
tunity of initiating themſelves into the mili- 
tary myſteries. Admiral Lord Howe was 


appointed to the command of the fleet, whilſt 


his brother, the general, was to command. 
the army; both being appointed commiſſio- 


ners for reſtoring peace to the colonies under 


a recent act of parliament, which allowed one 
hundred pounds a week to each of them; 


0 that it was not likely that ſo. profitable a 
Tear would be ſoon terminated. 


The. 
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The army. ſuffered great hardſhips at 
Halifax on board the ſhips, or on the coaſt. 
The officers, amongſt ſome of whom I rank» 
ed, made many little excurſions. up the 
country, where we were well entertain- 
ed, The ſpring this ſeaſon was early and 
pleaſant, being conſiderably warmer than in 
Britain in April and beginning of May. The 

ſea round Halifax is full of large raiſed 
banks, one of which (Brown 8 bank)! is above 

140 miles long. | bis 
The ſummer being advanced, the general 
determined to fail to New- York, and there 
wait the arrival of the Admiral with the 
other troops from Europe. Accordingly all 
the officers were ordered to be in readineſs. 
We left Halifax, and had a tolerable voyage 
to the ſouth-weſt; during which, many of 
the ſick died, We appeared off Sandy Hook, 
July zd, 1776, being the day before the 
declaration of independence was paſſed in 
Congreſs, and landed on Staten Iſland with- 


out the leaſt Forge On the 14th of the 
x1 lame 
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- fame month, Lord Howe arrived with the 
combined army, which confiſted of 20,121 
rank and file, of which near 2000 were ſick. 
All the time I was at ſea I officiated as 
- chaplain to one of the ſhips of war; and 
though I was not weary of well doing, yet 
ſo conſtant an attendance on the fick, and 
other duty, much impaired my health. Days 
of fickneſs are not ſeaſons well adapted to ſtu- 
dy, and I now diſcovered the egregious folly 
of putting off ſerious reflection to the time of 
deep diſtreſs. The ſea upon the whole but ill 
ſuited my conſtitution, and I revived almoſt 
1180 moment I reached the land. 5 
The brothers, as commiſſioners, met wich 
very unfavourable reception, in propoſing 
their overtures of pardon on ſubmiſſion to the 
Americans; when previous to their entering 
upon action, they ſent flags on ſhore, accom- 


panied with letters to the late governors of 


the ſeveral previnces, acquainting them with 
' - the powers with which they were inveſted. 


A declaration was at the ſame time ſent, 


which they defired might be generally pub- 
liſhed, 


96 
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hihed, A letter was alſo conveyed to Mr. 
Waſhington ; but as he did not approve of 
the ſuperſcription, he refuſed to receive it.— 
A letter from Lord Howe was ſent to Dr. 
Franklin, which he anſwered. In tlie an- 
ſwer, the doctor, after rejecting witi ſcorn 


the offered pardons, informed his Lordſhip, 


that nothing ſhort of acknowledgi ig the in- 
dependency of America could prove a pro- 
per baſis for a reconciliation. 


Clinton and Cornwallis from South- HE 


5 rolina had joined the main army with three 
tkouſand men, which yet did not make up 


a number adequate to what a conqueſt of the 
colonies required. Long Iſland was the firſt 
object of the attack, for York Iſland, upon 


which New York ſtands, was too well forti- 
fied to invite the firſt attempt. 
| Long Iſland, according to report, was de- 
fended by 110,000 Provincials under Putnam; 


but the country being extenſive, was the leſs 
invulnerable. The army made good their 


landing on the 22d of Auguſt, 1776, and im- 
mediately prepared to meet the enemy. - - 
| I was 
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I was preſent at the general engagement. on 
che ayth of Auguſt, and in a ſituation of dan- 
ger. The Americans were unable to ſtand 
the valour of the Britiſh forces at Bedford; 
for the whole army, with their. general, 
made a precipitate retreat: our troops perſu- 
ed with a magnanimity unparallel ed, and 
would have cut off the whole army of fugi- 
tives, had not their retreat to York Iſland 
been ſecured by works raiſed on the heights 
of Brooklyn, and their embarkation covered 

dy: the floating batteries. 

The flaughter of this day on the fide of 
the Coloniſts was great, whilſt our loſs was 
inconſiderable. Two thouſand of the enemy 
were killed or wounded, and above one thou - 
fand made priſoners; among whom were 
three generals, and ten other field officers. 
Our loſs that day did not exceed three hun- 


ured and fifty men. 


The field afforded a moſt ſhocking ſeats. | 
ele to us who remained. Hundreds of man- 
gled bodies, dyed in crimſon, lay ſcattered 


on Ki works Plain, and the cries of the 
; wounded 
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wounded were hedious to hear. Who, on ſo 
melancholy an occaſion, could refrain from 
tears, or feeling for the loſs of his fellow 
countrymen, thus fallen a prey to civil war. 
This is a fight too much for humanity. 
I] freeze at the reflection which naturally 
ariſes in my mind on viewing theſe horrors, 
this diffolation, laughter, and fad calami-- 
ty brought on this unhappy land, Tell it 
not in Gath; publiſh it not in the ſtreets of 
Aſkelon. Suffer not the common enemy to 
triumph at the awful ſcene, nor exult to be- 
hold brethren by blood, by religion, by 
every ſacred tie, thus meet again with hoſtile - 
hatred! T7 
Ye Britiſh victors, this day ſuſpend your 
exultation, chaſtiſe with tender humanity 
every emotion of triumphant joy. Lock on 
the ſlain, and behold the yet reeking blood 
rolling on the ocean, to be carried on the 
floating flood to the gates of the enemy of 
Albion, and cauſe the ſons of France and 
Spain to rejoice. Britain, alas! in every 
ſon who periſhed, agonized in every pore, 


Vor. III. yo 


and 


190 THE KENTISH CURATE. 


and felt a deadly ſtab in her tender breaſt. 
"Theſe are all her children; and can any of 
her ſurvivors refrain from ſympathiſing in 
her diſtreſs : 2 

The Americans appeared utterly unable to 


withſtand the aſſailants, for they ſoon aban- 


doned the city of New-York, and the iſland 
on which it ſtands, ſurrendering King's- 
bridge, the laſt place of ſtrength which held . 
out, when the garriſon, conſiſting of three 
thouſand men, were made priſoners of war. 
"This capture was ſo late in the ſeaſon, as No- 
vember the 16th, of the year 1776. 

_ General Waſhington, with great difficul- 
ty eſcaped with the main army from the 
White Plains, which procraſtinated the war 
till after winter. The Provincials fled to the 
banks of the Delaware, and croſſed that river 
withont moleſtation, as Earl Cornwallis, 
who commanded the troops moſt forward in 
the purſuit, found his men too much fatigu- 
ed to proceed till it was too late. A greater 

| exertion of heroiſm this winter in the Britiſh 
— would have the very ſinews of the 
War, 


4. 


i 


% 


war, and prevented that ſhocking diſgrace 


which followed in the future campaigns. 
The Provincials had their magazines in 


Philadelphia, the protection of which claimed 


all the attention of Waſhington ; but Gene- 


ral Howe's forces could not procure boats 


to croſs the Delaware; and it does not appear 
that he cared to exerciſe that reſolution, if 
he poſſeſſed it, which ſo remarkably charac- 
teriſed Julis Ceſar when he made a deſcent 
upon the ifland of Great Britain. 1 

Hoary winter foon ſealed up the conquered 
year, without marking it with much glory; 


General Clinton, at the head of fix thouſand 
men, with 'a ſquadron commanded by Sir 


Peter Parker, were buſy in reducing Rhode 
Iſland, whilft they might have been better 
employed in ſteering up the Delaware, and fa- 
cilitating the paſſage of the main army to 


Philadelphia. This would have put an end 


to the war, by dividing the ſouthern from the 


northern colonies, before they had formed - 
that union which afterwards proved indiſſd- 


luble. | | 
I 2 1 


£ 
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New Jerſey now G berate the . of 
the king's troops and the German auxilaries, 
and the inhabitants of that province ſuffered 
much from the depredations of the latter, 
who, unmindly of the plea of loyalty in the 


ww proceeded to the greateſt outrages. 


During theſe acts of cruelty, the natives 
were alienated, and weary of oppreſſion, re- 
ſolved to ſupport Waſhington, whoſe army 
had almoſt deſerted him. This American 
general availing himſelf of this poſture of af- 


fairs, collected 3000 men, and on Chriſtmas 


day croſſed the Delaware on the ice, and ſur- 


priſed Trenton, which then was occupied by 
1200 Heſſians, commanded by Colonel Rhall. 

This officer had received orders from Ge- 
neral Howe to erect redoubts for the ſecurity | 
of ſo important a place ; but theſe orders be- 
ing neglected, and the whole force ſunk in ſe- 
eurity, the enemy came in upon them. The 


Colonel was even in a ſtate of inebriation 
* when he was appriſed of the enemy's inten- 
tion, and weakly attempting to rally his 
troops, fell in the onſet, and with him 


„ many 
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many other officers ; in conſequence of which 
the troops threw, down their arms, and ſur- 
rendered themſelves priſoners of war, This 
ſucceſs of the Provincials revived their droop- 
ing ſpirits. Another army was ſoon collect- 
ed, and all Weſt Jerſey, together with a con- 
fiderable part of the eaſtern diſtrict, was re- 
covered wich as 1 rapidity as it had been 
loſt. 

Whilſt 4 Britiſh officers live i ſupine» 
neſs and diſſipation at New York, Congreſs 
attended to the intereſt of the new ſtates, by 
diſpatching Dr. Franklin* to France, for the 
Wo purpoſe 


* Dr. Franklin had formerly been a printer in 
Philadelphia, when he publiſhed Poor Robin's Alma- 
nack. It is ſaid that he ſome time worked in Lon- 
don as a journeyman at that buſineſs. He-may well 
de reckoned the fruits of American genius, as a phi- 

loſopher and politician. Perhaps no man ever owed 
more to the time and place of his birth. Had he 
been a native of London, inſtead of Boſton, and born 
the ſon. of a tallow- chandler, the world probably 
would never have heard of his name, . as one ad- 
vanced to the ſummit of literature. 

Pent within a populous city, his occupation might 

have been more laborious, and his incentives to cubs 
| tivate 
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purpoſe of forming an edn” with. that 
kingdom. Tndeed it required no ſuperior fa- 
gacity to foreſee that this. negociation would 


be 


tivate ſpeculative ſcience, would have been oppreſſed 
by every conſideration of intereſt or ambition. 


He might, ſays a writer, have diſtinguiſhed him- 


- ſelf as an ingenious. artiſt, but he would never have 


found an hypotheſis to account for the phenomenon 


_ of the Aurora Borealis, nor have traced out the prin- 
_ Ciples and operations of the electrical fluid; and 
what is much more important, he would never have 


to erect a congeries of republics from its diſmem- 


bered parts; nor would he have had. the appro · 
priated diſtinction of being the principal agent to 
introduce a new æra in the hiſtory of mankind, 


which may prove as important as any which have 


yet elapſed, by procuring & legiſlative * in tlie 
weſtern hemiſphere. | 


Such was the man, thoughtful, deliberate, col- 
lected, and circumſpettive; who, when more than 


ſeventy years of age» appeared'in the court of France, 
firſt as an agent, and then as a plenipotentiary, from 
the new American ſtates. Trammelled in no ſyſtem, 

he may be ſaid to be a philoſopher without the rules, 


a politician without adopting the Roman pande ts, 
and a ſtateſman without having facrificed to the 
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de cordially accepted by France, as ſhe had 
all along lent her private aid to the Provin- 
' cials, and wanted now no more than a friva- 
lous pretext to affiſt them publickly in the 
face of the world. 5 
Before the cloſe of the year 1776, the 
commander in ehief had written home to the 
ſecretary of ſtate for the American depart- 
ment, preſenting the outlines of his plan of 
operation for next fſummer.— He - propoſed 
that ten thoufand men ſhould act on the ſide 
of Rhode Iſland, and penetrate eaſtward to- 
wards Boſton, leaving two thouſand for the 
defence of Rhode Ifland; ten thouſand in the 
provinceof New York, to move up the North 
ꝛiver to Albany; five thouſand for the defence 
of York Ifland and its. dependencies ; eight 
thouſand to cover Jerſey and to keep General 
Waſhington's. army in check, by giving a 
jealouſly to' Philadelphia, which, as well as 
Virginia, he intended to attack in autumn. 
South Carolina and Georgia he propoſed as 
objects for winter. All this, he informed the 
Miniſter would require ten ſhips of the line, 
E and 


— 


burned and deftroyed, 
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and a 2 of fifteen thouſand, rank 
and file; beſides an additional battalion of ar- 
tillery. | 


Theſe requiſitions muſt have been but an 
received by the miniſter ; for all the ſpring 


was paſt before a reinforcement arrived, and 
then it conſiſted of not more than two thou- 
' ſand men. , 


In the mean timea detachment of 500 men 


was fent up the north river, to deftroy a 
very large magazine, which the Provincials 

had collected at Peak's Kill, about 50 miles 
from York Iſland. Lieutenant Colonel Bird 
commanded this expedition, and effected the 
purpoſe. The Americans fled from the vil- 


lages, leaving even their viRuals boiling on 
the fire in their haſte, which the king's troops 


durſt not venture to taſte, leaſt they ſhould - 


have found death in the pots. Much need- 


| leſs deſtruction was the conſequence of this 


day's work (22d of March, 1777,) as vaſt 
ſtores of rum, molaſſes, flour, and proviſions 
of all kinds, beſides military ſtores, were 


Majors 
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Major-general Tyron, governor of New- 
Vork, ſtimulated by this ſucceſs, penetrat- 
ed into the province of Connecticut with 
1800 men, and deſtroyed two magazines de- 
poſited at Danbury and Bridgefield, conſiſt- 
ing of proviſions and military ftores: In 


this expedition the two towns were reduced 


to aſhes, and General Wooſter, of the Pro- 


vincial forces, was ne on the return of 
the party. | 

During the return of ſpring; I made ſe- 
veral excurſions with the officers upon Long 
Iſland. In the beginning of May, this year, 
had an opportunity of ſurveying this delight- 
ful ſituation. - The paſtures of this iſland are 
moſt excellent for breeding all ſorts of cattle. 
It is one hundred and twenty miles in length, 
and about twelve in breadth. It was for- 


merly famous for the number of whales and 


ſea calves taken in its neighbourhood; but 
heſe fiſhes ſeldom are now in the ſea around 
this coaſt. | 

New-York ſtands two miles from the 
mouth of Hudſon's river. It was former- 


# 
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3 Ig 8 built by the Dutch, who gave it the name 
= of New Amſterdam, calling the Ifland, on 
which it is ſituated, Manahatton, which is 
fourteen leagues . but leſs conſiderable in 
breadth. 

E This country was diſcovered by: Henry 
x Hudſon in the year 1609, as he was in queſt 
| of a north-weſt paſſage, under the patronage 
b of the Dutch Eaſt-India company, and gave 
| ; his name to that river which reaches to Al- 

nn = 
* The new Colony ſetiled by the republic of 
Holland ſoon outrivaled New England in 
trade, which raiſed the jealouſly of Charles 
| 1. who difpatched his brother, the Duke of 
1 Vork, to attack the Dutch fhips in the weſ- 
een . without wy nn decla · 

ration of war. 

An Engliſh fleet accordingly 0 1 
13 fore New Amſterdam, with three thouſand 


| 1 me men on board. The Colony ſubmitted, the 
f 5 conqueſÞ was ſecured to the victors by the 
= - treaty of Breda; but in 1673 it was again ta- 


ken 87 80 the . when the intrigues of 
| France 


, 3 
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France bad found means to ſet the two pow. 
ers at variance. A ſecond treaty reſtored 
New-Y ork to the Engliſh, who rerhatned i in 
quiet poſſeſſion of it from that time — 
preſent diſturbances. 
It took its name from the Duke of York, 
to whom it had been given by the King in 
1664. In 1756, its population amounted to 
10, 468 whites, and 2,275 negroes. There 
is not any town in all the provinces where 
the air is more wholefome, and where there 
is a greater appearance of eaſe and plenty. 
The town has neither port nor baſon, but 

its road is ſufficient: It is from thence that 
near 300 ſhips have been diſpatched annually. 
for the different ports of Europe and. Ame 
rica. 
May 23d, 1977; I was at Stag-harbour, in 
Long Iſland, where a quantity (very confi- 
derable) of forage, grain, and other neceſſa«» 
ries, was collected for the: uſe of che army. 
The poſt was defended by an armed ſchooner; 

nd a company of foot; and we had but lit- 
_ tle ſuſpicion. of being viſited by the enemy... 
However, 


* % 
* 
bo o 
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However, contrary to expectation, the 
Provincials, bent on retaliation for the late 
injury done their magazines, ſent a body of 
5 troops under Col. Meigs, who had ſer ved 
with conſiderable reputation in the expedition 
33 againſt Quebec, in whale boats from Connec- 
ticut. He proceeded to the eaſt ſide of the 
iſland, and ſoon compelled our ſmall force to 
ſubmit. A number of ſmall veſſels, which lay 
in the harbou r, were burnt, every thing on 
. ſhore was deſtroyed, and ninety priſoners car- 
Tied off; among whom I was numbered. 
We were carried oyer the ſound, and up 
the country of ConneRicut. On the ap- 
proach of night, we were conducted into a 
village, and ſeparated into ſmall parties of 
about ten to each. There happened to be 
none but common ſoldiers in the company, 
in which I marched the next morning along 
a foreſt where we could hardly fee the 
light of day. We were ſtrictly watched all 
the way by the armed men, who attended us, 
and who aſſured us that their muſkets were 


Joaded with ball. I had often heard of rifle- 


men, 


% 
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men, and therefore reſolved to be very cau- 


tious of going out of the road, which they 


marked out for us. The ſame night we came to 


a a little town, and were put into a priſon. I 
was much ſurprized to ſee my old pupil, 


Kenneth Cockburn, loaded with chains, and 


in his company a gentleman of ConneCticut, 
who, for his adherence to the royal party, 
was treated by his countrymen as a traitor, 
and under the perpetual dread of being put 
to death, agreeable to. the decree of Con- 
greſs. RT 

__ Theſe two priſoners were in a dungeon 
which borrowed a dim and diſmal light from 


our darkiſh apartment. I attempted to ſpeak 


to Cockburn, but was forbidden by a ſoldier, 
who ſtood upon guard with a fixed bayonet, 
The whole night was ſpent in fighs and 
groans from the dungeon; and I felt much 
more for the ſituation of my old acquain- 
tance, who, I was informed, was confidered 

as a ſpy, than I did for myſelf. | 
Our food was coarſe bread, and but little 
other meat than we purchaſed ourſelyes. I 
was 


* 1 


4 


182 THE KENTISH CURATE. 


was in poſſeſſion ofa ſum not inconſiderablefor 
a perſon in ſuch circumſtances. My. appear- 
ance was decent, and nothing either noval or 
military conſtituted a part of: my garb. The 
gaoler obſerved me, and was not unwilling 
to grant me ſome indulgences for hire. Such 
men are mercenary in all climates, and a gao- 
ler in Connecticut, or in Clerkenwell, are 
nearly the ſame; each acting in his profeſſi- 
onal character, extorting as much money as 
they poſſibly can from thoſe unhappy people 
whom Providence has placed under their 
care, for their apparent good nature in al- 

lowing a few trifling privileges. 
I mention Clerkenwell, becauſe I had ſeen 
the priſon of that place, whilſt the fellows 
who robbed Dr. Sanders and me reſided 
there; but T had another reaſon for the 
comparifon, for I found that the keeper of the 

priſon in which I was confined, had formerly | 
been the keeper of Clerkenwell priſon in Lon- 
don, and who, having taken a large bribe 
from a gentleman entruſted to his charge, 


bad been obliged to fly the country with the 
liberated 
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hberated perſon, and tranſport himſelf acroſs 


the Atlantic. | 
This he told me one morning at break fit 


in his own apartment, and ſounded me rela- 
tive to what I could afford on a ſimilar occa- 


* 


ſion. His price for my liberty was at firſt 
high, but he ſunk down by degrees, I 
laſt ſtood {til at ten guineas. 

- Whilſt I was upon this negociation with 


the keeper, - I meditated on means to make 


my. efcape without bribery. A young wo- 
man, who: viſited one of the- priſoners, ad- 
dreſſed me by name, and told me that ſhe had 
ſeen me at Concord in the company of her 


young miſtreſſes, Eleanora and her ſiſter. 1 


thought I could recollect the face of the girl, 
and ſo fell into converfation with her about 
the affairs of her maſter's family. She in- 
formed me that ſhe had ſometime. been re- 
moved from Concord, but that Eleanora was 
not yet nn. but waited till the war was 
over. ; 


cilitate 


I communicated my deſign to the young 5D 
woman, and deſired her kind aſſiſtance to fa- 
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cilitate my eſcape from a ſituat ion ſo diſagree- 
able, by bringing me one of her own dreſſes, 
She heſitated a while ; but at length agreed 
to fulfil my requeſt, which ſhe ee to 
Go that evening. 

The girl was much indulged he the 8 
fo ſometimes ſuffered to remain ſeveral 
hours with her lover, one-of the priſoners, 
at a time. The centinel, who ſtood within 
the room when I firſt came to this place was 
withdrawn, and the window of the dungeon 
quite cloſed up. The ſweetheart of the young 
woman, impriſoned only for a ſmall offence, 
was not inimical to my plan; and as to my 
fellow ſufferers, I had nothing to dread from 

them, as they unanimouſly agreed to ſupport 
| me in the enterprize as far as they could. 

The female' dreſs came about ſun ſet, and 
I began to equip myſelf in my new habili- 

ments, keeping on my own cloaths. The 
gown and cloak were exactly like tnofe which 
the young woman wore at the time; the head 
dreſs too exactly correſponded with hers, I 


* the girl to get out before me, that ſhe 
might 
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might not be detained in caſe of a diſcovery. 
She accordingly withdrew, telling the under 

| keeper that ſhe would return with ſome ne- 

ceſſaries for the priſoners. I waited till the 
head gaoler arrived at his charge, and then 
one of the priſoners rang the bell, and defired 
to let out the woman. 

I made but a groteſque IS in my new 
attire, and walked along the floor but with 
an aukward motion. A ſudden tremer 
ſeized my nerves; my blood was almoſt fro- 
zen with the fear of being detected; yet, 
with all my dreadful apprehenſions, I was 
| ſuffered to paſs through the lodge without 
giving the leaſt ſuſpicion to the keeper or the 
two continels, who were without the gates. 
By degrees I recovered my ſpirits, and pro- 
ceeded on to the place where the damſel had 
aſſured me ſhe would be * to lend her 
farther aſſiſtance. 

She conducted me ſafe home to her father's 
houſe, and I was glad to find him a friend to 
the cauſe of Great Britain, His daughter had 
told him of her intention; I told him my 
tale, 
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tale, and ln the cauſe WAP wy nts 
over to America. ien 


His firſt object was to Aſpatch his Jaugh- 


ter to a diſtant village; his ſecond was to con- 
vey me to Concord. Fhe diſtance was great, 
but the caſe was urgent; for I entirely relied 


4 


on the worthy planter's protection on my ar- 


rival. : mY ; + 


My loyal friend mounted me on horſe- 


back, and propoſed to ride along with me all 
- the way. I ſoon grew weary of riding, for 
I had not been uſed to it for many years. 


* 


This cauſed us to ſlacken our pace amidſt the 
woods, and obliged us to put up at an inn 
before i it was night, _ 

We received a comfortable tele, 
and retired to reſt, when the houſe was ſud- 
denly beſet with a band of Provincial ſol- 


diers. I got up, and obſerved them by the 


| Tight of the moon, from the window of the 


chamber, and reſolved to try if I could not 


[eſcape backwards. The window was not 
high, but in my fall I hurt my leg, and could 


bl 
2 5 
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not get clear of the party, who-ſoon- diſco» . 
vered me, ö 
I was dragged into the houſe, and bound 
to my friend with an iron bolt. The party | 
then ſurrounded. us in the kitchen, and: kept 
us till morning, when we were unbound, be- 
Eauſe I was unable to walk. I was ſet upon 
one of the horſes ;. my friend was obliged to - 
walk, and ſo taken before a magiſtrate,, a 
gentleman who formerly, according to the 
report of my companion, had been ſervant to 
the Rev. Mr, George Whitefield in Ba 
land. | 
Chand obediently to his worſhip, 
and began to tell my long pitiful tale; but 
he would not ſuffer me to proceed, and imme-- 9 | 
diately ordered us both to be carried, win | 
all covenient diſpateh, to the place from 
which I had effected my eſcape. | 
In yain. I endeavored to.remonſtrate. to his 
menaces and dreadful denunciations. Take 
them away! was his worſhip's perpetual cry, 
as long as we remained in his office. 


1 begged that. the farmer, my. friend, might 


not. 
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not be made a ſufferer in the cafe, as he had 
not been acceſſary to my eſcape. Take them 
away was all he replied. - . 
We did not return by the way which we 
| went, but were obliged to paſs through the 
villages, amid the taunts and cruel mockery 
of the old men and young virgins, who 
all agreed that I was a ſpy from the Britiſh 
A c 
I To the priſon at length we came, and its 
adamantine door were opened to receive 
us. I was caſt into the common dungeon 
with the gentleman and Cockburn, and the 
farmer was forced into the apartment which [I 
had recently quitted. 
Amidſt all this accumulated calamity, one 
incident was in my favor. The mercenary 
keeper had been diſplaced in conſequence of 
a ſuppoſed connivance in my favor; ſo that 
T] was not, on my return, _ to his re- 
| k. h 
The dungeon was a dark a. p room, hav- 
ing no light but what it received through a 
lit in the thick wall, and being lower than 
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| thi level of the ground about the priſon. 
Here were no pleaſant proſpects, no ſcenes 
of delight; all is gloom and melancholy, 
like my perturbed mind, yet 1 labor not 
With guilt. I kindled not up the flames of 
war in the weſtern world, by the breath of 
faction, or the luſt of power. I came not 


acroſs the Atlantic to kill the Provincials, or 


to ſeize upon their lands and dwellings, 1 
covet no man's vineyard, nor his fig trees or 
gardens. Even the faireſt daughter of the 
land I covet not, if my Maria was but re- 
moved. What evil then have J done, that I 
ſhould thus be pent up in a horrible dungeon, 

and barred from that liberty which my ſoul 
loves! Be calm, O my ſoul. Reſt ſatisfied, 
O my troubled heart, and firmly rely on 
that Almighty Providence which never yet 
failed thee. 

Our ſcanty allowance being brought into 
the dark apartment, [ begged the keeper to - 
procure us ſome wholeſome food. He ſtared 
me full in the face, which appeared truly hor- 
rid by the light of his candle, and aſſured us, 


upon 


"4 


* 
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upon the oath of a turnkey, that we ſhould 


- have no more than the priſon allowance. 


I trove to ſooth my companions, and 
Bl”; Kenneth to repeat all his adventures 


fince he came to America. He had made 
kis eſcape from the ſhip in which he ſerved 
in Boſton harbour, and ſince had reſided in 
the province of the Maſſachuſett's-Bay, until 


he was taken up as a ſpy, when he ventured | 


into Connecticut. 
The gentleman, my other companion in tri- 


bulation, proceeded to point out the ſource of 
bis misfortunes, and began with his mother, 
who was a woman of literature, and famous in 
the province for having ſuffered the pains and 


penalties prefixed to the crime of fornication, 


This lady was the daughter of an Alder- 


man of London, and who had ſeryed twice 


the office of lord mayor in that famous me- 


tropolis. She imbibed much of the ſpirit of 
her worthy father who never was married, 
but yet had as many children as any of his 
brethren. The young woman had firſt made 


aJlp in Eng, which cauſed her father to 
30 1 tranſplant 


”— 


— 


THE KENTISH CURATE, 197 


* 


tranſplant ſo fruitful avine into the new world. 


Her portion was allotted her, ſhe ſettled on 


an eſtate which ſhe purchaſed, and brought 


forth three children, which cauſed her thrice 


to meet the correction of the mercileſs Kern 
Lame: -- & 


The tech fruits of her bee Ak 


ened all the rage of the magiſtracy. She was 
ſummoned to the awful tribunal, accuſed, - 
found culpable, and put upon her defence. 


hat defence is the moſt remarkable ever 


made by a woman, and deſerves a place in 


this narrative for its beauty of ſentiment and 


ſtrength of reaſon. It may be found, by the 
religious critic to be not without ſome ex- 
ceptions, but it muſt be allowed to be per- 


fectly an original of its kind. 

4 ] preſume that this honorable court 
will not refuſe me permiſſion to ſpeak a few 
words in my own defence. 

4 Jam a young woman, both poor and 


unfortunate. ' It is not without difficulty that 
I earn a decent ſubſiſtence, and I am unable 


to fee lawyers to plead my cauſe in a proper. 


by-- = | manner. 
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manner. To the ſimple voice of reaſon, liſ- 
ten therefore, ye who are my judges in this 
c auſe. Reaſon. alone ought to dictate laws, 
therefore ſhe is certainly intitled to examine 
whether they are founded on juſtice and hu- 
manity. That law, by which I am now drag- 
ged before your tribunal, has condemned me 
on former occaſions. I require not that you 
on my account ſhould depart from it. I only 
intreat your benevolent interceſſions with 
the governor, for a remiſſion of that fine in 
vhich you are about to condemn me. 
ce This is the fifth time that I have ap- | 
peared before you for the ſame. offence; I 
twice paid heavy fanes, and twice did my 
indigence prevent me from expiating a flight 
fault by the ſame pecuniary chaſtiſement : for 
this cauſe alone did I fuffer a diſgraceful and 
a painful — Theſe ens 1 
: when ao ou wa to be re or 
mitigated when too ſevere, I will venture to 
pronounce that by which I am perſecuted, to 


de, in my particular cicumſtances, both cruel 
=” : | . and 
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and unjuſt. If this ſingle fault, for which I 


am again accuſed by your tribunal „and for 
which heaven and nature pronounce my par- 
don, be excepted, my life has been uni- 
formly irreproachable. If it be my misfor- 
tune to have what I never merited, I openly 
defy my enemies to charge me with the ſmal- 
leſt act of injuſtice. I have examined both 
my heart and my conduct, and I ſay it with 
truth and with confidence, they both ap- 


2 to be as pure as the light that ſhines upon 


After ſearching for my crime, I can find 


it no where but in thoſe * which tor- 


ment me. 


“ At the riſk 4 my life I have given hve 
children to the world. I have nouriſhed 
them with my milk, and the fruits of my in- 
duſtry: they have been a burthen neither to 
the public nor to individuals. With all the 
reſolution and tenderneſs of a mother, I have 
devoted myſelf to thoſe painful anxieties 
which their age and their weakneſs require: 
J have trained them to virtue, which is no- 
thing but reaſon, They already glow as 1 
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do, with love to their country. In time, they 
will be citizens like yourſelves, if you wreſt 
not from them, by new and inhuman fines, 
the funds deſtined for their ſubſiſtence, and if 
you force them not to fly a country which 
has endeavored to ſtifle them in the very 
birth. 
- * s it a ctime, O ye judges of the nth; 
tobe fruitful and to multiply our ſpecies, like 
our common parent, the ground from which 
we were taken? Is it a crime to augment the 
Coloniſts in a country which ſtands in need 
of nothing but inhabitants? I never de- 
bauched any woman's huſband, I never en- 
ſnared any young man. No perſon has riſen 
to complain of me, except perhaps the cler- 
gyman, who ſeems to be chagrined for lo- 
fing the dues of his office, and becauſe I have 
had children without conſulting him. But 
is this a fault of mine? I appeal to you, my 
. judges. You know that I am not deſtitute 
of underftanding. But would it not be the 
extreme of folly and ſtupidity to ſubmit to 
the painful duties of matrimony, and to aban- 
don 
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don its honors? I always was, and ſtill am, 
ſolicitous of being married; and I flatter 
myſelf that the fruitfulneſs and induſtry, and 


the frugality with which nature has endowed. 


me, will render me not unworthy of a ſtate 
| ſo reſpectable: ſhe has deſtined me to be an 
honeſt and a virtuous wife. I ſtill hope to be 


ſo. Whilſt a virgin, I liſtened not to the 


prefling treaties of love, till I had received 
the vows of fidelity, and the moſt ſolemn 
promiſes of marriage, But my inexperienced. 
confidence in the firſt man I loved, made me 


loſe my own honor by relying upon his, To: 


him I bore a child; and then he abandoned 
me, This man is well known to you all : 
he is one of your number. I hoped this day 
to have ſeen him in court, with a view to 
moderate the rigor of your ſentence, If he 
had appeared, I would have been filent ; but 
how can I refrain from complaining of injuſ- 


tice, when I beheld the man who had ſeduced 


and ruined me, loaded with honors and with 
power; when I beheld him ſeated on that very 
tribunal which puniſhed me with ſtripes and 

K 2 with 
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with infamy? What barbarous legiſlature 
firſt beſtowed privileges on the {ſtrongeſt ſex, 
and treated the weaker with rigor and with 
ferocity ? Unhappy females ! for a poor, but 
natural gratification, you are condemned to 
neounter a thouſand dangers, and to ſuffer | 
a thouſand infirmities. Nature has ſold te 
you pleaſures, which the men inhumanly mo- 
nopolize to themſelves, at a price ſufficient 
to extinguiſh the moſt ungovernable paſſions. 
<6 Rather than commit treaſon againſt na- 
ture, I ſcruple not to expoſe myſelf to unjuſt 
diſhonor, and to diſgraceful chaſtiſements: 
no ſufferings or hardſhips ſhall ever deter me 
from obeying the laws of propagation, or 
oblige me to prevent the birth of my children, 
or to ſuffocate them after they ſee the light. 
After loſing my virginity, I confeſs, that I 
diſdained to aſſume the hypocritical appearan- 
ces of chaſtity, by indulging ina ſecret and a 
barren proftitution : and I rather wiſh for the 
/ "cantinuence of my preſent pains and anxie- 
4-49 than to conceal the POR of that fruit- 
fulneſs 


N I”, 
3 : « 5 k ** * 


— * 


fulneſs originally conferred by heaven upon 


man and woman. \ 


4% ] ſhall doubtleſs be told, that, inde- 


pendent of the laws of ſociety, I have vio- 
lated thoſe of religion. If 1 have ſinned” 
againſt religion,. let religion puniſh me. Alas! 
is it not enough, that ſhe has baniſhed me 
from the happineſs of communion with. my 
brethren ? But you urge, that I have offend- 


ed heaven, and have nothing to expect but tor- 


tures of eternal flames. If this be your creed, 
why do you load me with puniſhments kr 


this world? No, gentlemen, heaven js not, 


like you, unjuſt and inexorable. If I had be- 
lieved what you call a fin to be a reaĩ crime, 
I never would have had the audacity, nor the- 


wickedneſs to commit it, But I dare not pre- 


fume to think that I have offended the ſu- 
preme being, by procreating children, on 
whom he has been pleaſed to confer ſtrong 


healthy bodies, and to endow them with im- 
mortal fouls. Juſt God! thou art the aven- 
ger of crimes and immoralities. To thee I ap- 
peal againſt the iniquitous ſentence of my: 


K 3 - judges . 
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judges! I crave not vengeance: puniſh them 
not; but ſoften their hearts, and enlighten 
their underſtandings. If thou haſt given wo- 
man to man for a companion in this world of 
pain and misfortune, ſuffer him not to load 
with opprobrium that ſex which he himſelf 
has corrupted? Let him not infuſe miſery and 
ſhame into that pleaſure which was deftined 
for a conſolation to his diſtreſſes! Let him not 
be ſo barbarouf! y ungrateful, as to puniſh 
the victims of his own voluptuouſneſs. Whilk 

under the influence of paſſion, let him have 
a ſenſe of honor, and of the value of chaſti- 
ty; or, aſter having violated both, let him at 
leaſt lament, in place of inſulting the unfor- 
tunate maid whom he robbed of her brighteſt 
Jewels, 

5 Permit him not to pervert into crimes, 
actions which thou thyſelf commandeſt to be 
performed, when thou proclaimedft, let man 
increaſe and multiply upon the earth,” 

One of the judges, in reply, informed the fait 
pleader, that her · ſentiments, though fraught 
with ues ſenſe, were inimical to the will of 


diving 
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divine providence, which, in life, incites us 
to reſtrain our deſires, that we may enjoy 
them in the next without controul. But,” 
retorted the priſoner, „we are are told in 
ſcriptare, that hereafter there will be nei- 
ther marriage, nor giving in marriage.” 

The judges all approved her ſentiments, 
and one of them actually married her him» 
ſelf, acquitting her of all penalties and cor- 
poral puniſhment, and removing the tempta- 
tions in future, which had proved fo fatal in 
time pat. WE 
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M. Aa fellow riſks ufed every 

art which generoſity could ſuggeſt, 
to alleviate my melancholly, amidſt the hours 
of ſorrow. I learned that he was the ſon of 
an Engliſhman, a native of Worceſterſhire, 
who had long been an eminent planter in 
ConneQicut, He was a youth of fine en- 
dowments, and poſſeſſed a liberal education, 
which he received in England; but fincere 
attachment to the cauſe of Britain had proved 


the ruin of his fortune; all his eſtate, real 

and perſonal, being ſequeſtered by order 

of Congreſs, for refuſing to take up arms 
againſt his lawful ſovereign. 

This was not all, but the leaſt of his afflic- 

| tions. 
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tions. He was peremptorily told to quit the 
province within a limitted time. Not obey- 
ing this mandate, his houſe was beſet one 
evening by a mob, and part of the militia, 
who ſeized on his goods which had not; been 
removed, and obliged him to leave his wife 
and children, and abandon his native ER 
at midnight. | | us 
He ſought an aſylum Ana 150 Britiſle 
banners, entered as a volunteer, and was 
ſoon appointed an enſign. - At a warm ſkir- 
miſh on Long Iſland, he was taken priſoner, 
after a ſpirited reſiſtance, and carried over 
the ſound to Connecticut. Being taken be- 
fore a Provincial magiſtrate, his perſon was- 
immediately recognized, and being deemed 2 
rebel againſt the ſtate, was committed. to- 
priſon, and threatened with death itſelfl. 

Cockburn, my old Caledonian companion, 
and now my fellow priſoner, had been taken 
by a party of Provincials, in company of ſe- 
veral other young fellows; who behaved deſ- 
perately to their captors, and killed three of 
them as they were upon the march up the 
K £ country. 
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.country. This induced the magiſtrates to 
ſend them to different PS in order the 
better to ſecure:them.. 

As I had already effected my 4 . 1 
this priſon; my caſe was not much leſs dan- 
gerous than that of the young Provincial 
and Cockburn; and under ſuch dreadful cir- 
cumſtances, it was no wonder that we all 
united to form a plan to free ourſelves. from 
ſo dreadful a captivity, and avoid the impend- 
ing menaces of magiſtrates, who, by their 
meſſengers and mirmidons, daily inſulted us 
with unparalleled barbarity. 

I no diſcovered that cruelty was not con- 
mined to the juſtices of Middleſex, What the 
poet ſays of prieſts, may much better be ap- 
plied to magi ſtrates, who are in all ſtates, 
whether monarehical or republican, the ſame. 
Our ſituation often called to my remem- 
brance an horrible ſcene of cruelty, which is 
moſt pathetically related by Dante, an old 

poet of Italy. Indeed I cannot tell where 
may be met a more affecting inſtance of the 
75 nen human nature, therefore 1 Mall 
5 not 


3 


2 
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not ſcruple to place this fragment, as tranſ- 
lated by a celebrated hand, before the reader. 
The repetition of the words, even in the En- 
gliſm dreſs, never fails to affect me ſo forci- 
bly, but they bring a cold ſweat, excited by 
horror, all over my body. 

Dante being conducted by Virgil into the 
infernal regions, ſees a perſon devouring a 
human ſkull; and ſtruck by ſo horrid a ſight, 
enquires into his hiſtory, and receives the 
following account : ? 


Now from the fell repaſt, and horrid food, 5 
*The Sinner roſe, but firſt (the clotted blood 
With + 


* Count Ugolino, a Nobleman of Piſa, entered. 


into a conſpiracy with the Archbiſhop Rugieri, of 


the Ubaldini family, to depoſe the Governor of -Piſa ; - 
in which enterprize having ſucceeded, Ugolino aſ- 
ſumed the government of the city ; but the Arcli- 
biſhop, jealous of his power; incited the people againſt 
him, gaining the aſſiſtance of the three powerful fa- 
milies of 'the Gulandi, Eanfranchi, and Siſmondi, 
marched with the enraged multitude to attack the-. 
houſe of the unfortunate Ugolino, and making him 
their priſoner, confined him in a tower with his four 
1 


204 THE KENTISH CURATE. 


With hair depending from the mangled head) 
His jaws. he wiped, and thus he wildly faid : 
Ahl will't thou then recall this ſcene of woe, 
And teach again my ſcalding tears to flow? 

Thou know'ſt not how tremendus is the tale, 
My brain will madden, and my utterance fail. 
But could my words bring horror and deſpair 
- To him whoſe bloody ſkull you fee me tear, 
Then ſhould the voice of ſweet revenge ne er ſleep, 
For ever would I talk, and talking weep... 
1 Mark d for deſtruction, I in luckleſs hour 1 
Drew my firſt breath on the Etruſcan ſhore, i 
And Ugolino was the name I bore. 
This ſkull contain'd an haughty Prelate's brain, 
Cruel Rugeirs's; why his blood I drain, 
hy to my rage he's yielded here below, 
Stranger, twill coſt thee many a tear to know. 
Thou know'ſt perhaps how truſting to this flave 
I and my children found an early grave. | 
This thou may'ſt know, the dead alone can tell, 2 


* 


The dead, the tenants of avenging hell, 

How hard our fate, by what inhuman arts we fell. J 
Through the ſmall opening of the priſon's height 
One moon had almoſt ſpent its waining light. 


ſons: at length refuſing them food, and caſting the 
key of the dungeon into the river Arno, heleft them 
in this horrible fituation to be ſtarved to death, 


It 
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It was when ſleep had charm'd my cares to reſt, 
And wearied grief lay dozing in my breaſt: | 
Futurity's dark veil was drawn aſide, | 
I in my dream the troubled proſpect eyed. -. 
On thoſe high hills, it ſeem'd, (thoſe hills which hide 
Piſa from Lucca, ) that, by Siſmond's ſide, 
Guland and Landfranc, with diſcordant Cry, 
Rouſe from its den a wolf and young, who fly 
Before their famiſh'd dogs; I ſaw the fire 
And little trembling young ones faint and tire, 
Saw them become the eager blood-hounds. prey, 
Who ſoon with ſavage rage their haunches flay. 
I firſt awoke, and view'd my flumberin g boys, 
Poor hapleſs product of my nuptial joys, 
Scar'd with their dreams, toſs o'er their ſtony bed, 
And ſtarting ſcream with frightful noiſe for bread. 
Hard is thy heart, no tears thoſe eyes can know, == 
If they refuſe for pangs like mine to flow. E 2 
My children wake; for now the hour drew near 
When we were wont our ſcanty food to ſhare. 
A thouſand fears our trembling boſoms fill, 
Each from his dream foreboding ſome new ul, 
With horrid j jar we heard the priſon door 
Cloſe on us all, never to open more. 
My ſenſes fail, abſorb'd in dumb amaze, 
Deprived of motion on my boys I gaze: 
Benumb'd with fear, and harden'd into ſtone, 
I could not weep, nor heave one eaſin g groan. 

| My 


% 
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My children moan, my youngeſt trembling cried,. 
What ails my Father?" ſtill my tongue denied. 
To move; they cling to me with wild affright :- 
That mournful day, andthe ſucceeding night, 


We all the dreadful-horrid filence kept: = 
Fearful to aſk, with ſilent grief they wepftt. 
Now in the gloomy cell a ray of light 3 
New horrors added by diſpelling night. 


When looking on my boys, in frantic fit 

Of maddening grief; my ſenſeleſs hands I bit. 
Let-us, they cried,” our Father's pains aſſwage: 

« Tvras he, our Sire, who call'd us into day, 
« Clad with chis- painful fleſh our mortal clay, | 
That fleſti he gave he ſure may take away. 

But why ſhould 1 prolong the horrid tale? 
Diſmay and ſilent woe again prevail: . 
No more that day we ſpoke i Why in thy was: 
Then, cruel Earth, did we not meet our doom? 
Nov the fourth morning roſe ; my eldeſt child 
Fell at his Father's feet; in-accent wild; 
Struggling with pain, with his laſt fleeting breath, 
1% Help me, my Sire,” he cried, and ſunk in . 

I ſaw the others follow one by one, | 
Heard their laſt ſcream, and their expiring groan: 
And now aroſe the laſt concluding day; 

As o'er each corſe1 e ſtumbling way, 

| 252 I-call'd 
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F call'd my boys, thigh now. they were no more; 
Yet ftill I call'd, till, fſmking on the floor, 

Pale hunger did what grief refus d to do — 

For ever cloſed this. ſcene of. pain and woe. 


At firſt, indeed, the difficulties were deemed: 
infurmountable by us all. The walls of the 
dungeon were ſtrong; and the gates were per- 
petually guarded by armed men. The ſpace 
between us, and the place where the royal 
party lay, was extenſive. The ſound itſelf 
is nat leſs than twenty miles over, and what 
ferry- boat or little bark will it be poſſible 
for us to procure, to convey us to the deſired 
haven? I: could not refrain froin exclaiming 
in- the words of Belzebub in the infernal 
council, as being but too applicable to our 
deplorable ſituat ion: 
. ab 


* 


Whom ſhall we find 
Suffieient? Who ſhall tempt with wand' ring feet 
The dark, unbottom' d, infinite abyſs; 
And: through the palpable obſcene find out 
His uncouth way; or ſpread. his airy flight, 
Up- borne by indefatigable wings 
O' er the vaſt abrupt, ere he arrive 
The happy Iſle ? What ſtrength, what art can then 
| Suffice 


* 
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Suffice, or wht de him ſafe 
Through the thick centeries and ſtations thick 
Of angels watching round ?—Here he had need 


Ofcurpunudpedtion: z and we here no leſs. 
Nr ros. 


The only place in this diſmal * 
which in the leaſt degree appeared vulnerable, 
was the boarded cieling, which led immedi- 
ately up to the roof, which my loyal friend 
informed me was far from being impregnable. 
. This point grew more and more every day 

the object of our intended attack. 

Mr. Stone, for ſo was the Provincial named, 
one day defired a female friend, who was ſuf- 
fered to look in at a ſmall wicket, to make a 
veniſon pye for him and his 'companions. 
Mean while, in enigmatical language, he de- 
ſired the fair one to procure a ſmall key- 
hole ſaw, and, if poſſible, a Web- ſprings for 
a purpoſe eafily conceived. 
This young woman who received the or- 
ders, not underſtood by the turnkey who at- 
tended her, punctually carried them into ex- 


ecution. The pye, which proved an excellent 
repaſt 


1 
. 


— 
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repaſt to us in our miſerable captivity, was 
preſented us through the medium of the hands 
of the gaoler's niece, who was intimate with 
dur fair provider. In the diſh was artfully 
concealed the inſtruments required, ſo depo- 
ſited, that J verily believe they would have 
eluded the moſt minute ſearch of the keepers, 
had they even demoliſned the py for the oe 
poſe, 

We found it hard to procure a Handle for 
the ſaw with which we propoſed to begin 
our operation in the planks over us. Atlength 
the woman found means to furniſh us with 
one, and we loſt no time, but worked by 
turns in the arduous and a undertaks 
ing. a 

It was broad day-light the: next morning 
before we could cut acroſs two oak-boards 


nine or ten inches wide, and two inches 
thick, and theſe were again to be croſſed at a 


convenient diſtanee before the aperture could 
be completed. — This operation employed 
that part of the day we durſt work in, and al- 


moſt till midnight Cockburn and my Ame» 
I ican 
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rican companion were both ironed; and to 
remove theſe chains the ſpring-ſaw was ob- 
tained. It proved an excellent little plate, 
for it cut the iron with ſurpriſing facility ; 
fo that both my fellow priſoners were quick- 
1 as light as myſelf. 
The planks being with infinite dificulty 
and caution happily removed, Cockburn ven- 
tured up to the loft, and reported that the 
roof was quite weak. Mr. Stone and me 
no alſo got up. The cieling was not lofty, 
and from the bench in the dungeon it was 
eaſy to climb through the hole. Here the ſaw 
was again of great uſe in cutting a very thin 
boarding, which we quickly diſpatched; when 
removing a kind of thick lating, we gained a 
proſpect by the ſtar-light of a large er 
ground behind the priſon. 
Cockburn, who had been uſed to more dan- 
ger than us, (his adventurous fellow eap- 
tives, ) with great intrepidity jumped from the 
roof, and, ſtanding ſafe, waved us to follow 
him, which we inſtantly did. The ground 
was Hs and neither af us received the leaſt 
ny 


- 
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injury in our fall, which appeared to- be 


about ten or twelve feet. Finding no oppo- 
fition, we ran down to the bottom of the 
garden, and, without much difficult y, got 
over the wall. | 

It was now neceſſary for us to mend our 
ſpeed. We ran with more ſwiftneſs than I 
imagined I could have arrived at, We ſcoured 
over a ſpacious plain, paſſed through ſeveral 
woods, and at laſt, guided by Mr. Stone, our 
worthy American companion, reached a copſo 
at a conſiderable diſtance from the ſound, to 
which we durſt. not farther approach at that 


time, as the dawn was brightening in the eaſt. 
By our mutual agreement,. it was three 


days before we ventured from this ſafe re- 
treat. We were apprehenſive that the pur- 
ſuers were all the while ſurrounding us, and 
perhaps immediate death would have awaited 
us, had we again been unhappily taken. Dur- 
ing that time we ſubſiſted on nothing but 
hurtle-berries, which grow ſpontaneouſly in 
'that country, Indeed there wasa clear foun- 


tain iſſuing from a rock in the place of our 


recluſe, 


I On rr a wnnins 
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recluſe,” which often put me in mind of that 
water which followed the ſons of Iſrael all 
the way in the wilderneſs. Theſe berries to 
us were like the manna which rained around 
their tents ; but like them, L was far from 
truſting that divine providence which had 

brought us out of the houſe of bondage. 
But, alas! we had much more than a Jor- 
dan to paſs over before we could reach the 
land of reſt, — The ſound, as I have already 
ſaid, is ten miles acroſs, and appeared, at a 
diſtance to our view from the ſummit of the 
rock, to which we frequently ventured, it 
ſeemed an ocean, and wider than the red ſea, 
in which periſhed the hoſt and monarch of 
Egypt. We can expect no miracle to make 
the water divide on the right hand and the 
leſt, to ſtand up as a wall till we paſs through 
the undiſcovered channel on dry. land! Yet 
we muſt go forward; for it is better to fink 
in the ſound, than be carried back to our cap- 
tive ſtate, where death, almoſt immediate, 

muſt certainly meet us. 

We diſcovered i in our way a little canoe in 
oY To a creek, 
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a creek, about two miles from the ſound. 
This ſmall veſſel we carried on our ſhoulders 
about a mile before we halted. As we fat 
down to reſt-ourſelves, we ſpied a young man 
reclined amidſt a row of willows faſt aſleep. 
We awaked him, and enquired what brought 
him to that deſolate ſituation. He informed 
us that he had alſo been a priſoner at a town 
up the country, and had effected his eſcape, 
but was about to return, and deliver himſelf 
up to his captors. He appeared terribly af- 
fraid of us, as ſuppoſing we were in ſearch of 
him. But we ſoon delivered him from his 
anxiety, by calling upon him to help in car- 
Tying the boat to the water. de 
Having reached the ſound, and launched 
our little bark, we got in, after cutting ſe- 
veral branches of trees, on which we ſpread 
our cloaths for ſails: the wind proved favo- 
rable for our voyage; we found our hats ſer- 
viceable on the occaſion, as well as our ſails, 
and ſo we proceeded in a direct line for Long 
Ifland. r. 507. ee 
About half way over the water, the heart 


